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ADVERTISEMENT.

T
HIS Confeffion ofour Faith, to

gether with the brief Inſtructi-

ons ofthe Principles ofChriftianReligi-

on, or the Catechifms, both with the

Proofs in the Margent,and alſo that with

the Words of the Scriptures at length ;

with this Confeſſion, put forth by the

Miniſters, Elders and Brethren of above

One Hundred Congregations of Chri-

ſtians Baptized on profeffion of their

Faith in England and Wales, denying

Arminianism, owning the Doctrine of

Perſonal Election and FinalPerseverance :

Having Sold the Property, Right and

Title of the Printing thereof to John

Marshall, Bookſeller, at the Bible in

Grace-Church-Street, by us William Col-

lins and Benjamin Keach. It is defired

that all Perſons defirous to promote ſuch

useful Books, do apply themselves to

him.

t
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WEEthe Ministers and Meſſengersof, and concern.

ed for, upwards ofone HundredBaptized Con-

gregations in England and Wales (denyingAr-

minianism) being met together in London from the

Third ofthe Seventh Month, to the Eleventh of the

fame 1689. to confider ofſome things that mightbe

for theGlory ofGod, andthe good of theſe Congrega-

tions; have thought meet (for the Satisfaction of all

Other Chriſtians that differ from us in the Point of

Baptifm) to recommend totheir peruſal the Coffelfion

ofour Faith; Printedfor, and Sold by JohnMarshall,
at the Bible in Grace-Church-Street. Which Confeffi-

on we own, as containing the Doctrine of our Faith

and Practice ; and do defire that the Members ofour

Churches reſpectively do furnish themselves there.

with.

HanferdKnollys.

William Kiffin.

John Harris.

William Collins.

Hercules Collins.

Robert Steed.

LeonardHarrison.

GeorgeBarret.

Ifaac Lamb.

Richard Adams.

Benj.Keach.

AndrewGifford.

Tho. Vaux.

Tho. Winnel.

James Hitt.

Richard Tidmarso.

William Facey.

Samuel Buttall.

Chriftopher Price..

:
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Daniel Finch.

John Ball.

Edmond White.

William Prichard.

Paul Fruin.

RichardRing.

JohnTomkins.

TobyWilles.

John Carter.

JamesWeb.

Richard Sutton.

Robert Knight.

Edward Price.

William Phips.

William Hankins.

Samuel Ewer.

Edward Man.

Charles Archer.

IntheName andBehalf of the wholeAſſembly.
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To the Judicious and Impartial

READER.

Courteous Reader,

I is now many Years ſince di

vers of us ( with other foter

Chriſtians then living, andwalk-

ing in the Way of the Lord ,

that we profeſs) did conceive

our ſelves to be under a neceffity

ofPublishing a Confeffion of our

Faith, for the information andfatisfaction ofthoſe,

that did not throughly understand what our Prin-

ciples were, or had entertained Prejudices against

our Profeffion, by reaſon of the ſtrange reprefen-

tation of them, by fomeMen ofNote, who had

taken very wrong Meaſures, and accordingly led

others into Miſapprehenfions, ofus, and them :

And this was firſt put forth about the Year 1643 ,

in theName ofSeven Congregations thengather-

ed in London ; fince whichtime, divers Impreſſi-

ons thereof have been diſperſed abroad, and our

end propoſed, in good meaſure answered, inaf

much as many (and fome of thoſe Men eminent.

both for Piety and Learning) were thereby fatisfi

ed, thatwe were no way guilty of thoſe Hatero
doxies



To the READER.

doxies and fundamental Errors, which had too

frequently been charged upon us without ground,

oroccafion given onour Part. And forafmuch, as

that Confettion is not now commonly tobe had,

and alſo thatmanyothers have ſince embraced the

ſameTruth which isowned therein, it wasjudged

neceſſaryby us to joyn together in giving a Teſti-

mony to the World, ofour firm adhering to thoſe

wholſom Principles, by the Publication of this

which is now inyourHand.

Andforafmuch as our method and manner of

expreffing our Sentiments, inthis, doth vary from

the former(although the ſubſtance of this Matter

is the fame) we shall freely impart toyou the

Reaſon and Occafion thereof. One thing that

greatly prevailed with us to undertake thisWork,

was(not only togive a full account ofour ſelves,

to thoſe Chriſtians that differ from us about the

Subject ofBaptifm,but alſo) theProfit that might

from thence arife, unto those that have any ac-

count ofourLabours, in their Inftruction, andE-

ſtabliſhment in the great Truths of theGofpel ;

in the clear underſtanding, and steady belief of

which, our comfortable walking withGod, and

fruitfulneſs before him, in all our ways, is moſt

nearly concerned , and therefore we did conclude

it neceſſary to expreſs our ſelves the more fully,

and diftinctly ; and alſo to fix on ſuch a Method

as mightbe most comprehenfive of thoſe things

wedefigned toexplain our fence and beliefof; and

finding no defect , in this regard, in that fixed on

by the Affembly, and after them, by those of the
Con-
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Congregational way, we did readily conclude it

beſt to retain the fame Order in ourpreſent Con-

feffion ; and alſo, when we obſerved, that thoſe laſt

mentioned, did in their Confeffions (for Reafons

which seemed ofweightboth to themselves ando-

thers) chuſenotonly toexpreſs theirMindinWords

- concurrent withthe former in Sence, concerning all

thoſe Articles wherein they were agreed, but alfo

for the moſt part, without any variation ofthe

Terms, wedid in like manner conclude itbeſt to

follow their Example, in making uſe of the very

fame Words with them both, in theſe Articles

(which are very many) wherein our Faith andDo-

etrine is the fame with theirs, and this we did,the

more abundantly, to manifeft our confent with

both, in allthe fundamentalArticles oftheChri-

ſtian Religion, as alſo with many others, whoſe

Orthodox Confeflions havebeen Publiſhed to the

World, on the behalf of the Protestants in divers

Nations and Cities : And alſo to convince all, that

wehave no itch to clog Religion with newWords,

but do readily acquiefce in that form of found

Words, whichhathbeenin confent with the Holy

Scriptures, uſedby others before us ; herebydecla-

ring before God, Angels, andMen, our hearty a-

greement with them, in that wholeſom Proteftant

Doctrine, which withſo clear evidence ofScriptures

they have afferted: Some things indeed, are in

fome places added, fome Terms omitted, and ſome

few changed; but theſe Alterations are of that

Nature, as that we need notdoubt, any charge or

fufpicion ofunfoundness in the Faith, from any of

our Brethren upon the accountofthem. In
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In thoſe things wherein we differ from others,

we have expreſt our ſelves with all candor and

plainneſs, that nonemight entertain jealouſie of

ought ſecretly lodgedin our Breasts, that we would

not theWorld ſhouldbe acquaintedwith ; yet we

hopewe have alſo obſerved thoſe Rules ofmode-

ſty and humility, as will render our freedom in

this reſpect inoffenſive, even to thoſe whoſe Senti-

ments are different from ours.

Wehave alſo taken care to affix Texts ofScrip-

ture at the Bottom, for the confirmation of each

Article inour Confefsion ; in which Work we have

ſtudicuſly endeavoured to ſelect ſuch as are moſt

clear and pertinent, fortheproofofwhat is aſſert-

edby us : And our earnest defire is, that all into

whofe Hands this may come, would follow that

(never enough commended) Example of the No-

bleBereans, who ſearched theScripturesdaily, that

they might find out whether the things preached

to themwere ſo or not.

There isone thingmorewhich weſuncerelypro-

feſs, and earnestly defire credence in, viz. That

Contention ismost remote from our Deſign in all

thatwehavedone in this matter : And we hope,

the Liberty ofan ingenuous unfolding our Princi-

ples, and opening ourHearts unto our Brethren,

with the Scripture-grounds on which our Faith

andPracticewillbynoneofthem beeither denied

to us, ortaken ill from us. Our wholedeſign is

accomplished, ifwe mayobtain thatJuftice, as to

be meaſured in our Principles, and Practice, and

the judgment ofbothby others,according towhat
We
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we have now Published; which the Lord (whose

of Eyes are as a flane of Fire) knoweth to be the Do-

trine, which with ourHearts we moſt firmly be-

lieve, and fincerely endeavour to conform our

Lives to. Andoh that other Contentions being

laid aileep, the only Care and Contention ofall, up-

on whom the Name ofourBluffedRedeemeris called,

might for the future be, to walk humbly, with

theirGod, in the exerciſe of all love and Meckness

towards each other, to perfect Holineſs in the fear

of the Lord, each one endeavouring to have his

Converſation ſuch as becometh the Coffel; andal-

ſo ſuitable to his place and capacity, vigoroully to

promote in others the Practice of true Religion,

and undefiled in the fight ofGodour Father. And

that in this back-flidingDay, we might not frend
our Breath in fruiile's complaints of theEvils

of others, but may every one begin at home, to

reform in the firit placeour ownHearts andWays,

and then to quicken all, that we may have influ-

ence upon, to the fame Work ; that if the Will of

God were ſo, none might deceive themselves, by

refting in, and trusting to a form of Godliness,

without the Power of it, and inward experience of

the efficacy of thoſe Truths that are profeſled by
them.

And verily there is one ſpring and cauſe of the

decay ofReligion in ourDay, whichwe cannotbut

touch upon, and earnestly urge a redreſs of, and

that is theneglect of the Worship ofGod in Fami-

lies, by those to whom the charge and conduct of

them is committed. May notthe grofs Ignorance
and
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and Inſtability ofmany,with the Prophaneneſs of
others, be justly charged upon their Parents and

Maſters who have not trained them up in theWay

wherein they ought to Walk when they were

young ? But have neglected thoſe frequent and ſo

lemn Commands which the Lordhath laid upon

them ſo toCatechize and Inſtruct them, that their

tenderYearsmightbe ſeaſoned withtheKnowledge

oftheTruthofGod, as revealed in the Scriptures ;

and alſo by their owa omiflion ofPrayer, and o-

ther Duties ofReligion of their Families, toge-

therwith the ill example oftheirlooſe Converſati-

on,haveinnured them firſt to a neglect, andthen

contemptofall Piety and Religion ; weknow this

willnot excuſe the Blindness and Wickedness ofany ;

butcertainly it willfall heavy upon thoſe thathave

beenthustheoccaſion thereof; they indeed die in

theirSins, but willnot their Blood be required of

thoſe underwhoſeCare they were, whoyet permit

ted them togo on without Warning, yea, led them

into the Paths of Destruction ? And will not the

Diligence ofChriſtians,withreſpect to thediſcharge

oftheſeDuties, inAges paſt, ri'e up injudgment

against, and condemn many of thosewho would

be eſteemed ſuch now.

Weshall conclude with our earnest Prayer, That the

GodofallGrace, will pour out those measures ofbisho-
ly Spirit spon и , that the Profeilion oftruthmaybe

accompaniedwith thefoundbelief, and diligentpractice of

it byus, that his Namemay in all things be glorified,

through Jesus Chrift our Lord. Amen.

The
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A

CONFESSION

I

OF

FAITH.

CHAP. I.

Of the Holy Scriptures.

HE Holy Scripture is the

only ſufficient, certain, and

infallible (4) Rule of all

Saving Knowledge, Faith,

and Obedience ; although the (6) light

of Nature, and the works of Creation

(a) 2Tim. 3. 15, 16, 17. Ifa. 8. 20. Luke 16.29.31 .

Eph . 2.20. (b) Rom. 1. 19 , 20, 21, &c. ch. 2. 14, 15 ,

Pfalm 19. 1, 2, 3

VOD

A

B and
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Of the Holy Scriptures.

and Providence do ſo far manifeſt the

Goodness, Wisdom and Power ofGod,

as to leave Men unexcuſable ; yet are

they not fufficient to give that Know-

ledge ofGod and his Will, which is ne-

ceſſary unto Salvation. (c) Therefore

it pleaſed the Lord at ſundry times, and

in divers manners, to reveal himself,

and to declare That his Will unto his

Church; and afterward for the better

preſerving, and propagating of the

Truth, and for the more fure Eſtabliſh-

ment, and Comfort of the Church a-

gainst the corruption of the Fleſh, and

the malice of Satan, and of the World,

to commit the fame wholly unto (d)

Writing; whichmaketh the Holy Scrip-

tures to be moſt neceſſary, thoſe former

ways of God's revealing his Will unto

his People beingnow ceafed.

2. Under the Name of Holy Scrip-

ture, or the Word ofGod written, are

(c) Heb. 1. 1. (d) Prov. 22. 19, 20, 21. Rom. 15 .

2Pet. 1.19, 20

now
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now contained all the Books of the Old

and NewTestament, which are theſe :

Ofthe Old Testament.
د

Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers,

Deuteronomy, Joshua, Judges, Ruth, 1 Sa

muel, 2 Samuel, 1 Kings, a Kings, 1 Chro

nicles, 2 Chronicles, Ezra, Nehemiah, Eft-

ber, Job, Psalms, Proverbs, Ecclefiaftes;

The Song of Songs, Ifaiah, Jeremiah, La-

mentations, Ezekiel, Daniel, Hofea, Foel,

Amos, Obadiah, Fonah, Micah, Nahum,

Havakruk, Zephaniah, Haggai, Zachariak,

Malachi.

Ofthe New Testament.

Matthew, Mark, Luke, John, The Acts

ofthe Apostles, Paul's Epistle to the Ro-

mans, Corinthians, 2 Corinthians, Galati-

ans, Ephesians, Philippians, Coloffians, I

Theffalonians, 2Theffalonians, I Timothy,

2Timothy, toTitus, to Philemon, the Epi-

ſtle totheHebrews, the Epistle ofJames, the

firstB. 2.

10
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Ofthe Holy Scriptures.

firstandsecond Epistles of Peter, the first,

Second and third Epistles ofJohn, the Epi

Stle ofJude, the Revelation. All which

are given by the (e) Inſpiration ofGod,

to be the Rule of Faith and Life.

3. The Books commonly called Apo-
crypha, not being of (f) Divine Inſpira-

tion, are nopart of theCanon (orRule)

ofthe Scripture, and therefore are ofno

Authority to theChurch ofGod, nor to

beanyotherwife approved, or made uſe

of, than other Humane Writings.

4. The Authority of the Holy Scrip-
ture, for which it ought to be beneved,

dependeth not upon the teſtimony of

any Man, or Church, but wholly upon

(g)God, (who is Truth it felf) the Au-

thor thereof; therefore it is to be re-

ceived because it is the Word ofGod.

5. We may be moved and induced

by the teftimonyof the Church of God,

to an high and reverent Eſteem of the

(e) 2 Tim. 3. 16. (f) Luke 24. 27. 44. Rom. 3.2.

2 Per. 1. 19, 20, 21, 2Tim.3. 16.(g)

1John 5.9.
2Theff. 2. 13.

Holy

1



Of the Holy Scriptures. 29
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id

}

HolyScriptures; and theheavenlineſsof
the Matter, the efficacy of the Doctrine,

and the majefty of the Stile, the conſent

of all the Parts, the ſcope of the Whole,

(which is to give all Glory toGod) the

fulldiſcovery it makes of the only Way

* of Man's Salvation, and many other in-

comparable Excellencies, and intire Per-

fections thereof, areArguments where-

by it doth abundantly evidence it felf

to be theWord of God; yet notwith-

ſtanding, our (hb) full perfuafion, andaf

furance of the infallible Truth, andDi-

vine Authority thereof, is from the in-

ward work of the Holy Spirit, bearing

witneſs by and with the Word in our

Hearts.

6. The whole Counſel ofGodcon-

cerning all things (1) neceſſary for his

own Glory, Man's Salvation, Faith and

Life, is either exprefly ſet down, or ne-

ceffarily contained in theHolyScripture ;

untowhich nothingat anytime is to be

(b) John 16.13, 14, 1Cor. 2. 10, 11, 12. 1John

3.2,20,27. (1) 2Tim. 3. 15, 16,17.Gal. 1. 8,9.

B3 added,
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added, whether by new Revelation of o

the Spirit, or Traditions ofMen. f

Nevertheless we acknowledge the (k)

inward Illumination ofthe Spirit ofGod, C

to be neceffary for the faving under-

ſtandingof ſuch things asare revealed in

the Word, and that there are ſome Cir-

cumſtances concerning the Worship of

God, and Government of the Church,

common to Humane Actions and Socie-

ties; which are tobe (1) orderedby the

Light ofNature, andChriſtian Prudence,

according to the general Rules of the

Word, which are always to be obſerved.

7. All things inScripture are not a

like (m) plain inthemselves, nor alike

clear unto all ; yet those things which

are neceffary tobe known, believed, and

obſerved for Salvation,are ſo (n) clearly

propounded, and opened in fome place

of Scripture or other, that not only the

learned, but the unlearned, in a dueuſe

(k) John 6. 45. 1 Cor. 2. 9, 10, 11, 12. (1) 1 COR

11. 13, 14&Ch. 14. 26.840. (m) 2 Peto3.16. (n)

Pfalm 19.7. & 119, 130.

of
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ofordinary Means, may attain to a fuf-

ficient understanding of them.

8. The Old Testament in ( 0) Hebrew,

(which was the Native Language ofthe

People ofGod ofold)and the New Te-

ſtament in Greek, (which at the time of

writing ofit) was moſt generally known

to the Nations, being immediately in-

fpired by God, and by hisfingular Care

and Providence kept pure in all Ages,

e are therefore (p) authentical ; ſo as in

allControverfies ofReligion,the Church

is finally to appeal unto them (q). But

becauſe theſe original Tongues are not

known to all the People of God, who

ehave a right unto, and intereſt in the

Scriptures, and are commanded in the

fear ofGod to read (x) and fearch them,

therefore they are to be tranflated into

the vulgar Language of every Nation,

unto which they (s) come, that the

Word of God dwelling (t)plentifully in

(0) Rom. 3.2. (p) Ifa. 8. 20. (9) Acts 15 15. (r)

1.hm.5. 39. (4) 1 Cor. 14. 6.9. 11,12, 24. 28. (1) Col.

3.16.

all,



32 Ofthe Holy Scriptures.

all, they may worſhip him in an accep

table manner, and through patience and

comfortof the Scriptures mayhope.

9. The infallible Rule of Interpreta-

tion of Scripture is the (4) Scripture it-

felf: Andthereforewhenthere is a que-

ſtion about the true and fullfenceofany

Scripture, (which is not manifold but

one)it mustbe ſearchedbyotherPlaces,

that ſpeak more clearly.

all10. The fupream Judgeby which a

Controverfies of Religion are to be de-

termined, and all Decrees of Counſels,

Opinions of ancient Writers, Doctrines

ofMen, and privateSpirits, are to be ex-

amined, and inwhoſe Sentence weare to

reſt, can be no other but the Holy Scrip.

ture delivered by the Spirit, into which

(x) Scripture ſo delivered, our Faith is

finally refolved.

(4) 2.Pet. 1. 20, 21. Acts 15. 15. 16. (x) Matt. 22.

29, 32. Eph.2. 20. Aus 28.2.3 .

1

CHAP.
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33

1.

OfGod and ofthe Holy Trinity.

T
HE Lord our God is

DM

but (a)

one only living, and trueGod ;

whoſe (6) fubfiftence is in and of him-

Felf, (c) infinite in Being, and Perfecti-

on, whoſe Ellence cannot be compre-

mended by any but himself ; (d) a moſt

bure Spirit, (e) inviſible, without Body,

mortality, dwelling in the Light, which

no Man can approachunto, who is (f)

mmu able, (g) immense, (6) eternal, in-

comprehenfible, ( i) Almighty, every

way infinite, (k) mott holy, moſt wife,

noſt free, moſt abſolute, (1) working all

Things according tothe Counſel of his

own immutable, and moſt righteous

(a) 1 Cor. 8. 46. Deut. 6. 4. (b) Jer. 10. 10. Ifa. 48.

2. (c) Exod. 3. 14. (d) John 4. 24. (e) 1 Tim. 1. 17.

Deut. 4. 15, 16. (f) Mal. 3. 6. (g) 1 Kings 8.27. Jer.

13.23. (b) Pfalm 90,2. (i) Gen. 17. 1. (k) Ita. 6. 3 .

7) Pfalm 115. 3. Ha. 46. 10.

Will,
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Will, (m) for his own Glory, moſt lov

ing, gracious, merciful, long fuffering

abundant in goodness and truth, for

giving Iniquity, Tranfgreffion and Sin

(n) the rewarder of them that diligent

ly ſeek him, and withal moſt juft, (o)

and terrible in his Judgments, (p) hating

all fin, and will byno meansclear the

(g) guilty.

t

10

1

10C

a

K

2. God,having all (r) Life, (s) glory

(1) goodness, bleſſedneſs, in and ofhim

ſelf, is alone in, andunto himself all

Inficieturanding image
inneedo

amy Creature which the nath made, no

derivinganyGlory from them, but on

lymanifeſting his ownGlory in, by, unt

to,and uponthem, he is the alone Foun

tain of allBeing, (x) ofwhom, throug

whom, and to whom are all things, and

he hath moſt ſoverain (y) Dominio

over all Creatures, to do by them, fo

(m) Prov. 16.4. Rom. 11.36. (n) Exod. 34.6,7-

Heb. 11.6. (0) Neh . 9. 32, 33. (p) Pfalm 5.5, 6. (9)

Exod. 34. 7. Nahum. 1.2, 3. (r) John 5.26. (s)Pap

148. 13. (t) Pfal. 119. 68. (u) Job. 22. 2, 3. (x) Rom

11. 34, 35, 36. (1) Dan. 4. 25. & V. 34, 35.

them,
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them, Of upon them, whatsoever himself

pleaſeth; in his fight (z) all things are

open and manifeft, his knowledge is (a)

infinite, infallible, and independant up-

on the Creature, ſo as nothing is to him

Contingent, or uncertain; he is moſt ho-

ally in all hisCounſels, in (6) allhis Works,

ind in allhis Commands ; tohim isdue

c) from Angels and Men, whatsoever

Worſhip,Service, orObedience, asCrea-

tures they owe unto the Creator, and

whatever he is further pleaſed to re-
d
quire ofthem.

ات

3. In this Divine and Infinite Being

here are three ſubſiſtences, (d) theFa-

her, theWord,(orSon)andHolySpirit,

upf one Subſtance, Power, andEternity,

apach having the whole Divine Effence,

ire) yer the Effenceundivided,theFather

sofnoneneitherbegotten, nor proceed-

Ing, the Son is (f) eternally begotten
6

(z) Heb. 4. 13. (4) Ezek. 11. 5. Acts 15. 18. (b)

falın 145 17. (c) Rev. 5. 12, 13, 14. (d) 1 John 5.7.

Matt. 28. 19. 2Cor. 13, 14. (e) Exod. 3. 14. John 14.

1. 1 Cor. 8.6. (f) John 1. 14. 18.

of
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t

ofthe Father, the Holy Spirit (g) pro

ceeding from the Father and the Son

all infinite, without beginning, there

fore but one God, who is not to be di

vided in Nature and Being, but diftin

guiſhedby ſeveral peculiar, relative Pro

perties, and perſonal Relations ; which

Doctrine of the Trinity is the Foun

dation of all our Communion withGod

and comfortable dependance on him.

I.

1

CHAP. ΙΙΙ.

OfGod's Decree.

Chall

1975159

OD hath (a)decreed in himself

from all Eternity, by the mo

wife andholy Counſel ofhis own Wil

freely and unchangeable, allthingswhat

foever comes to paſs ; yet ſo as thereb

is Godaneither the Author of Sin, (

nor hath fellowship with any therein

(g) John 15. 26. Gal. 4. 6. (4) Ila. 46. 10. Eph.

11. Heb. 6. 17. Rom. 9. 15, 18. (6) Jam. 1. 15.

1 John 1. 5.

no
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>

i

C

nor is violence offered to the Will of

the Creature, noryet is the liberty, or

contingency of ſecond Cauſes taken a-

way, but rather (c) eſtabliſhed, in which

appears his Wisdom in difpofing all

things, and Power, and Faithfulness (d)

in accompliſhing his Decree.

2. AlthoughGod knoweth whatfoc-

ver may, or can come to paſs upon all

(e) ſuppoſed Conditions ; yet hath he

- not decreed any thing, (f) becauſe he

foresaw it as future, or as that which

would come to paſs upon ſuch condi-

tions.

3. By the Decree of God, for the ma-

nifeſtation of his Glory, (g ) fome Men

and Angels are pre-deſtinated, or fore-

ordinated to Eternal Life, through Jeſus

Chrift, to the (b) praise ofhis glorious

grace ; others being left to act in their

(c) Acts 4.27, 28. John 19. 11. (d) Numb. 23.19 .

Eph. 1. 3, 4, 5. (e) Acts 15. 18. (f) Rom. 9. 11, 13 ,

16, 18. (g) : Tim. 5. 21. Mat. 25. 41. (b) Eph. r.

5, 6.

C fin
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fin to their (i) juſt condemnation, to

the praise ofhisglorious Juſtice.

4. Theſe Angels and Menthus pre

deftinated, and fore-ordained, are parti.

cularly, and unchangeably deſigned ;

and their (k) number ſo certain, andde-

finite, that it cannot be either increaſed,

or diminished .

5. Those of Mankind (1) that are

pre-deſtinated to Life, God before the

Foundation ofthe World was laid, ac-

cording to his eternal and immutable

Purpofe, and the ſecret Counſel and

good Pleaſure of his Will, hath chofen

inChriſt unto everlastingGlory, out of

his meer free Grace and Love ; (m)

without any other thing in the Crea-

ture as aconditionor cauſemoving him

thereunto.

6. AsGod hath appointed the Elect

unto Glory, fo hehath by the eternal

and moſt free Purpose ofhis Will, fore

(2) Rom. 9. 22, 23. Jude 4. (k) 2 Tim. 2. 19. John

13.18. (1) Eph. 1.4.9, 11. Rom. 8.30. 2 Tim. 1. 9.

1 Theff. 5.9. (m) Rom. 9.13 . 16. Eph. 2. 6. 12 .

ordained
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jordained (0) all the Means thereunto,

wherefore they who are elected, being

fall'n in Adam, (p) are redeemed by

Chrift, are effectually (g) called unto

Faith in Chriſt, by his Spirit working

in due ſeaſon, are justified, adopted,

( ſanctified,and kept by his Powerthrough

Faith (r) unto Salvation ; neither are

any other redeemed by Chrift, or effe-

Etually called, justified, adopted, ſancti-

fied,andſaved, but the Elect (s) only.

7. The Doctrine of this high Myſte-

ry of Pre-deſtination, is to be handled

with ſpecial Prudence and Care; that

Men attending the Will ofGod reveal-

ed in his Word, and yielding Obedi-

ence thereunto, may, from the certain.

ty of their effectual Vocation, be affu-

red oftheir (t) eternal Election ; ſo ſhall

this Doctrine afford matter(4) of Praiſe,

Reverence, andAdmiration ofGod, and

(0) 1 Pet. 1.2.2Theff. 2. 13. (p) 1 Theff. 5.9, 10.

(4) Rom. 8.30. 2 Theff. 2. 13. (r) 2 Pet. 1. 5. (5)

John10. 26. John 17.9. John 6.24. (t) 1 Theff. r.

4,5. 2 Pet, 1. 10. (4) Eph. 1. 6. Rom. 11.33.

C2 (x) of
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(x) ofhumility, diligence, and abun-

dant (y) Confolation, toall that ſincere-

ly obey the Gofpel.

I.

I

CHAP. IV.

Of Creation.

N the beginning it pleaſed God

the Father, (a) Son, and Holy Spi-

rit, for the manifeſtation of the Glory

of (b) his Eternal Power, Wisdom, and

Goodneſs, to create or make the World,

and all things therein, (c) whether viſi-

bleor inviſible, in the ſpace offix Days,

and all very good.

2. After God had made all other

Creatures, he created (d) Man, Male

and Female, with (e) reasonable and im-

mortal Souls, rendring them fit unto

that Life to God, for which they were

(x) Rom. 11.5, 6. (y) Luke 10. 20. (4) John 1.1,

5. Heb. 1.2. Job 26. 13. (6) Rom. 1. 20. (c) Col. 1.

16. Gen. 2. 1, 2. (d) Gen. 1. 27. (e) Gen. 2. 7 .

created;
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created ; being (f) made after the Image

of God, in knowledge, righteouſneſs,

and true holiness ; having the Law of

God (g) written in their Hearts, and

Power to fulfil it; and yet under a pof-

ſibility of tranfgreffing, being left to

the liberty of their own Will, which

was (b fubject to change.

3. Besides the Lawwritten in their

Hearts, they received (i) a Command

not to eat of the Tree of Knowledge of

Good and Evil ; which whilst they

kept, they were happy in their Com-

munion with God, andhad Dominion

(k) over the Creatures.

(f) Ecclef. 7. 29. Gen. 1. 26. (g) Rom. 2. 14, 15.

(b) Gen. 3. 6. (i) Gen. 6. 17. &Ch. 3. 8, 9. 10. (k)

Gen. 1. 26, 28.

C3
CHAP.
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H

1.

G

CHAP. V.

Of Divine Providence.

OD the good Creator of all

things, in his infinite Power

andWisdom, doth (a) uphold, direct,

diſpoſe, and govern all Creatures, and

Things, from the greatest even to the

(b) leaſt, by his moſt wife and holy Pro-

vidence, to the end for which they

were created, according unto his infalli-

ble foreknowledge, and the free and

immutable Counſel of his (c) own Will ;

tothe praise of the glory ofhis Wisdom,

Power, Juſtice, infinite Goodneſs and

Mercy.

2. Although in relation to the fore-

knowledge and Decree of God, the first

Cauſe, all things come to paſs (d) im-

mutably and infallibly ; ſo that there is

(a) Heb. 1. 3. John 38. 11. Ifa.46. 10, 11. Pfalm

13.5, 6. (6) Matth. 10. 26, 30, 31. (c) Eph. I. II .

(d) Acts 2. 23.க

not
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not any thing, befalls any (e) by chance,

or without his Providence ; yet by the

fame Providence he ordereth them to fall

out according to the nature of ſecond

Cauſes, either (f) neceffarily, freely, or

a contingently.

el 3. God in his ordinary Providence (g)

maketh uſe ofMeans; yet is free (b) to

work without, (i) above, and (k) a-

gainst them at his Pleaſure.

4. The Almighty Power, unſearcha-

ble Wisdom, and infinite Goodneſs of

God, fo far manifeſt themselves in his

Providence, that his determinate Coun-

- fel (1) extendeth itself even to the firſt

Fall, and all otherfinful Actions both of

Angels and Men; (and that not by a

bare permiſion) which also he moſt

wifely and powerfully (m) boundeth,

and otherwise ordereth, and governeth,

in a manifold diſpenſation to his moſt

(e) Prov. 16. 33. (f) Gen. 8. 22. (8) Acts 27.31 .

44. Iía.55 10, 11. (b) Hof. 1. 7. (i) Rom. 4. 19, 20,

21. (k)Dan. 3.27. (1) Rom. 11. 32, 33, 34. 2 Sam.

24. 1. 1 Chron. 21. 1. (m) 2 Kings 19. 28. Pfalm

76. 10.

holy
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holy (n) Ends: Yet ſo, as the finfulneſs

oftheir Acts proceedeth only from the

Creatures, and not fromGod; who be-

ing moſt holy and righteous, neither is

nor canbe, theAuthor or (0) Approver

of Sin .

5. The moſt wife, righteous, and

gracious God, doth oftentimes,leave for

aſeaſon his own Children to manifold

Temptations, and the Corruptions of

their own Heart, to chaſtiſe them for

their former Sins, or to discover unto

them the hidden ſtrength of Corrupti-

on, and deceitfulness oftheir Hearts, (p)

that they may be humbled ; and to raiſe

them to a more cloſe and conſtant de-

pendence for their ſupport uponhimself;

and to make them more watchful a-

gainft all futureoccafions of Sin, and for

otherjuſt and holy Ends.

(n)Gen. 50. 20. Ifa. 10. 6, 7, 12. (0) Pfalm 50.21.

1John2. 16. (p) 2 Chron. 32. 25,26, 31. 2 Sam. 24.

1. 2Cor. 12.7, 8, 9,

So
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1. So that whatsoever befalls any of his

Elect is by his appointment, for his

Glory, (gand their good.

16. As for thoſe wicked and ungodly

Men, whomGod, as a righteous Judge,

for former Sin doth (r) blind and har-

den; fromthem he not only withhold.

eth his (5) Grace, whereby they might

have been enlightned in their under-

ſtanding, and wrought upon in their

Hearts; but fometimes alſo withdraw-

eth (t) the Gifts which they had, and

expoſeth them to ſuch (a) Objects as

their Corruptions makes occaſion ofSin ;

and withal, (x) gives them over to their

own Lufts, the temptations of the

World, and the power of Satan, where-

by it comes to paſs, that they (y) har-

den themselves, even underthoſe means

which God uſeth for the ſoftning of

others.

(9) Rom. 8. 28. (1) Rom. 1. 24, 25, 28. Ch. 11.7,

8. (5) Deut. 29.4. (1) Matt. 13. 12 (4) Deut. 2. 30.

2 Kings 8. 12, 13. (x) Pfalm 81. 11, 12. 2 Theff.2.

10, 11 , 12. (y) Excd. 8.15. 32. Ifai. 6. 9, 10. 1 Pet.

2.7, 8.

7. As
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7. As the Providence of God doth in

general reach to allCreatures, ſo after a

more ſpecial manner it taketh Care of

his (z)Church, anddiſpoſethofall things

tothe good thereof.

CHAP. VI.

Of the Fall of Man, of Sin, and of the

Punishment thereof.

I.

A
Lthough God created Man up-

right, andperfect,andgave him

righteous Law, which had been unto

Life had he kept it, (a) and threatned

Death upon the breach thereof; yet he

did not long abide in this Honour ; (6)

Satan uſing the fubtilty of the Serpent

to feduce Eve, thenby her ſeducingA-

dam, who without any compulfion, did

wilfully tranſgreſs the Law of their

Creation, and the Command given unto

(2) 1Tim. 4. 10. Amos9.8, 9. Ifa. 43.3,4, 5. (a)

Gen. 2. 16, 17. (b) Gen. 3. 12, 13. 2 Cor. 11. 3 .

them,
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1

them, in eating the forbidden Fruit ;

whichGod was pleaſed according to his

wifeandholy Counſel to permit, having

purpoſed to order it, to his ownGlory.
2. Our first Parents by this Sin, fell

from their (c) original righteouſneſs and

•communion with God, and we inthem,

whereby death came upon all; (a) all

becoming dead in Sin, and wholly de-

filed, (e) in all the faculties, and parts

of Soul and Body.

3. They being the (f) Root, and by.

God's appointment, ſtanding in the

room, and stead of all Mankind ; the

guilt ofthe Sin was imputed, and cor-

rupted Nature conveyed to alltheir Po-

ſterity, deſcending fromthem by ordi-

nary generation, being now (g) con-

ceived in Sin, and by nature Children

(b) of Wrath, the Servants of Sin, the

ſubjects (i) of Death, and all other Mi-

(c) Rom. 3. 23. (d) Rom. 5. 12 &c. (e) Tit. 1. 15 .

Gen. 6. 5. Jer. 17.9. Rom. 3. 10.---19. (f) Rom. 5.

12 ---19 . 1 Cor. 15. 21, 22, 45.49. (g) Pfalm 51. 5.

Job 14. 4. (b) Eph. 2. 3. (i) Rom. 6. 20.&Ch. 5. 12 .

ſeries,
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ſeries, Spiritual, Temporal and Eternal

unleſs the LordJesus (k) fet them free.

3. From this original Corruption,

whereby we are (1) utterly indiſpoſed,

disabled, and made oppoſite to all good,

and wholly inclined toall Evil, do (m)

proceed all actual Trangreffions.

5. This Corruption of Nature, during

this Life, doth (1) remain inthoſe that

are regenerated: And although it be

through Chrift pardoned, and mortified,

yet both itſelf, and the firſt Motions

thereof, are truly and properly (o) Sin.

I.

T

CHAP. VII.

Of God's Covenant.

HE distance between God and

the Creature isfogreat, that al-

though reaſonable Creatures do owe Obe-

(k) Heb. 2. 14. 1 Theff. 1. 10. (1) Rom. 8.7. Col. 1 .

21. (m) Jam. 1. 14, 15. Matt. 15. 19. (n) Rom. 7. 18.

23. Ecclef. 7. 20. 1 John 1.8. (0) Rom. 7. 24, 25. Gal .

5.17.

dience
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1

dience unto him as their Creator, yet

they could never have attainedthe Re-

ward ofLife, butby ſome (a) volunta-

ry condeſcenfion on God's part, which

hehath beenpleaſed to expreſs,byway
ofCovenant.

2. Moreover, Man having brought

himſelf (6) under the curse of the Law

by his fall, it pleaſed the Lord tomake

a Covenant of Grace, wherein he freely

offereth unto Sinners, (c) Life and Sal-

vation by Jesus Chrift, requiring of

them Faith in him, that they may be

faved; and (d) promifing to give unto

all thoſe that are ordained unto eternal

Life, his holy Spirit, to make them will-

ing, and able to believe.

3. This Covenant is revealed in the

Goſpel ; first of all to Adam in the pro-

miſe ofSalvation by the (e) Seed of the

Woman,and afterwards by farther ſteps,

until the full (f ) diſcovery thereof was

(a) Luke 17. 10. Job 35.7, 8. (6) Gen. 2. 17. Gal.

3. 10. Rom. 3. 20, 21. (c) Rom. 8. 3. Mark 16. 15,

16. John 3. 16. (d) Ezek. 36.26, 27. John9.44,45.

Pfalm 110.3. (e) Gen. 3. 15. (f) Heb. 1. 1.

D com-
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compleated inthe NewTestament ; and t

it is founded in that (*) Eternal Cove-

nant transaction, that was between the

Father and the Son about the Redemp-

tion of the Elect; and it is alone by the

Grace of this Covenant, that all of the

Poſterityof fallen Adam, that ever were

(g) ſaved, did obtain Life and bleſſed

Immortality ; Man being now utterly

uncapable of acceptance with God up.

on thoſe terms on which Adam stood in

his ſtate of Innocency.

CHAP. VIII.

Of Christ the Mediator.

1. T pleaſed God, inhiseternalpur-

poſe, to chuſe and ordain the

LordJesus, his only begotten Son, ac-

cording to the Covenant made between

them both, (a) tobe the Mediator be-

(*) 2 Tim. 1. 9. Tit. 1. 2. (g) Heb. 11.6, 13. Rom.

4. 1, 2,&c. Acts4. 12. John8.56. (a) Ifai. 42. 1. I

Pet. 1.9, 10.

tween
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altween God and Man; the (6) Prophet,

(c) Priest and (d) King ; Head and Sa-

viour of his Church, the Heir of all

things, and Judge of the World : Un-

to whom he did from all eternity (e)

tgive a People to be his Seed, and tobe

by him in time redeemed, called, jufti-

fied, ſanctified, and glorified..

d
2. The Son ofGod, the ſecond Per-

ſon in the Holy Trinity, being very and

leternal God, the brightness ofthe Fa-

ther's Glory, of one Subſtance, and e-

qualwith him : Who made the World,

whoupholdeth and governeth all things

he hath made: Did, when the fulness

of time was come, take upon him (f)

Man's nature, with all the eſſential

Properties, and common Infirmities

hereof (g ) yet without Sin; being

conceived by theHoly Spirit in theWomb

ofthe Virgin Mary, the Holy Spirit com-

.

(c) Heb. 5.5, 6. (d) Pfal. 2. 6. Luke 1.33. Eph. r.

3. Heb. 1. 2. Acts 17.31. (e) Ifai. 53. 10. John 17.

Rom. 8. 30. (f) I John 1. 14. Gal. 4. 4. (g)

Rom. 8. 3. Heb. 2. 14. 16, 17. Ch. 4. 15.

D2 ing
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ingdown upon her, and the Power of

the most high overfhadowing her (6)

and fo was made of a Woman, of the

Tribe of Judah, of the Seed ofAbraham

and David, according to the Scriptures

So that twowhole, perfect, and distinct

Natures, were infeparably joined to

gether in one Perſon, without Conver

fion, Composition, or confusion ; which

Perſon is very God, and very Man, yet

one (i) Christ , the only Mediator be

tweenGod andMan.

3. The Lord Jesus in his Humane

Nature thus united to the Divine, in

the Perſon of the Son, was ſanctified

and anointed (k) with the Holy Spirit

above meaſure; having in him (1) all

the treaſures of Wisdom and Know

ledge ; in whom it pleaſed the Father

that (m) all fulness ſhould dwell ; to

theend, that being (n) holy, harmless

undefiled, and full (o) of Grace, and

(b) Luke 1.27, 31, 35. (i) Rom. 9. 5. 1 Tim. 2.5

(k) Pfalm45. 7. Acts 10. 38. John 3.34. (1) Col. 2

3. (m)Col. 1. 19. (n) Heb. 7. 26. (0) John 1. 14.

Truth
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1

コ

1

Truth, he might be throughly furnished

to execute the Office of aMediator, and

(p) Surety ; which Office he took not

upon himself, but was thereunto (q)

called by his Father ; who alſo put (r)

all Power and Judgment in hisHand,

and gave him Commandment to exe

cute the fame.

4. This Office the Lord Jesus did

moſt (s) willingly undertake, which

that he might discharge he was made

under the Law, (t) and did perfectly

fulfil it, and underwent the (4) Punish-

ment due to us, which we should have

born and ſuffered, being made (x) Sin

and a Curse for us ; enduring moſtgrie-

vous Sorrows (y) inhis Soul ; and moſt

painful fufferings in hisBody ; was cru-

cified, and died, and remained in the

ſtate ofthe dead ; yet faw no (z) Cor-

(p) Heb. 7.22. (9) Heb. 5. 5. (r) John 5. 22, 27.

Matt. 28. 18. Acts 2.36. (5) Pfalm 40. 78. Heb. 10.

11. John 10. 18. (t) Gal. 4. 4. Matt. 3. 15. (4)

- Gal. 3. 13. Ifa. 53.6. 1 Pet. 3. 18. (x) 2 Cor. 5. 21.

- (y) Matt. 26. 37. 31. Luke 22.44, Matt. 27. 46. (2)

Acts 13.37.

D 3

:

ruption;
-
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וי

ruption : On the (a) third Day he aroſe n

from the dead, with the ſame (6) Body te

in which he ſuffered ; with which he W

alſo (c) afcended into Heaven ; and an

there fitteth on the right Hand of his ar

Father, (d) making interceffion ; and
ſhall (e) return to judge Men and An. H

gels, at the end of the World.
F

5. The LordJesus, by his perfect O.th

bedienceand Sacrifice of himself, which

he through the Eternal Spirit once of a

fered up unto God, (f) hath fully fatis- e

fied the Justice ofGod, procured recon- t

ciliation, and purchased an Everlasting t

Inheritance in the Kingdom ofHeaven,

(g) for all thoſe whom the Father hatht

givenuntohim.

6. Although the PriceofRedempti-

on was not actually paidby Christ, till

after his Incarnation, * yet the vertue,

efficacy, and benefit thereofwas com-

(a) i Cor. 15. 3,4. (6) John 20.25,27. (c) Mark

16. 15. Acts 1.9, 10, 11. (d) Rom. 8. 34. Heb. 9. 24.

(e)Acts 10. 42. Rom. 14.9, 10. Acts 1.10. (f) Heb.

9. 14. Ch. 10. 14. Rom. 3. 25, 26. (g) John 17. 2.

Heb. 9. 15. * 1 Cor. 4. 10. Heb. 4. 2. 1Pet. 1. 10, 11.

municated
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hunicated to the Elect in all Ages,fuc-

effively, from the beginning of the

World, in and by thoſe Promiſes, Types,

and Sacrifices, wherein he was revealed,

ind ſignified to be the Seed oftheWo-

man, which ſhould bruiſe the Serpent's

Head ; (b ) and the Lamb flain from the

Foundation of the World : (i) Being

(bejame jesterday, andto day, andfor ever.

7. Chriſt in the work of Mediation

teth according to both Natures, by

each Nature doing that which is proper

to itſelf; yet byreaſon of the United of

the Perſon, that which is proper to one

Nature, is ſometimes in Scripture at-

tributed tothe Ferſon (k) denominated

by the other Nature.

8. To all thoſe forwhomChriſt hath

obtained Eternal Redemption, he doth

certainly. and effectually apply, and

communicate the fame; making Inter-

ceffion for them ; uniting them to him-

(b) Rev. 13.8 . (i) Heb. 13.8. (k) John 3. 13. Acts

20. 28. (1) John 6. 37. Chap. 10, 15, 16. &Ch.17. 9 .

Rom. 5. 10.

felf

:
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۳

ſelf by his Spirit ; (m) revealing unt

them, in and bythe Word, the Myste

ry of Salvation ; perſwading them

believe, and obey ; (n ) governing thei

Heartsby his Word and Spirit, and (0)

overcoming all their Enemiesby his Al

mighty Power, and Wisdom; in fuck

manner, and ways, as are moſt confo

nant to his wonderful, and (p)unſearch

able diſpenſation ; and all of free and

folute Grace, without any Condition

foreſeen in them, to procure it.

9. This Office of Mediator between

God and Man, is proper (q) only to

Chrift, who is the Prophet, Priest, and

King of the Church of God; and

may not be either in whole, or any part

thereof transferr'd from him to any o

ther.

10. This number and order of Offi

ces is neceſſary ; for in reſpect of our

(r) Ignorance, we ſtand in need of his

(m)John 17. 6. Eph. 1. 9. 1 John 5. 20 (n) Rom.

8,9, 14. Pfalm 110. 1. 1Cor. 15.25 26. (p) John 3.

8. Eph. 1. 8. (9) 1 Tim. 2. 5. (1) John 1.18.

pro

C

r

a

t
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-h

prophetical Office ; and in reſpect of

Our alienation from God, (s) and imper-

ection of the beſt of our Services, we

need his Prieftly Office, to reconcile us,

and preſent us acceptable unto God :

And in reſpect of our averſeneſs, and

utter inability to return toGod, and for

ourrescue, and ſecurity from our fpiri-

tual Adverſaries, we need his Kingly

Office, (t) to convince, ſubdue, draw,

uphold, deliver, and preſerve us to his

Heavenly Kingdom.

1.

CHAP. IX.

Of Free Will.

OD hath indued the Will of

Man withthat naturalhberty

and power of acting upon choice, that

it is (a) neither forced, nor by any ne-

1 (5) Col. 1.2 Gal. 5. 17. (t) John 16 8. Pfalm

110.3 . Luke 74. 75. (4) Matt. 17. 12. Jam. 1. 14.

Deut. 30. 10.
: 1

ceffity

i
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ceffity of nature determined todo goodo
or evil. ng

2. Man in his ſtate of Innocency, hadno

freedom, and power, to will, andtododo

that (6) which was good, and well

pleaſing toGod ; but yet (c) was muta-ec

ble, ſo thathe might fall from it.

3. Man, by his fallinto a ſtate of Sin,

hath wholly loft (a) all ability of will,

to any fpiritual goodaccompanying Sal

vation; ſo asa natural Man, being al

together averſe from thatgood, (e) and

dead in Sin, is not able, by his own

ftrength, to ( f) convert himself, or tot.

prepare himself thereunto.

4. WhenGod converts a Sinner, and

tranſlates him into the ſtate ofGrace, f

(g) he freethhim from his natural Bon-fit

dageunder Sin, and byhisGrace alone,

enables him (b) freely to will, and ton

do that which is ſpiritually good ; yet

(b) Ecclef. 7.29. (c)Gen 3.6. (d)Rom. 5. 6. Ch.

8.7. (e) Eph. 2. 1. 5. (f) Tit . 3. 3, 4, 5. John 6.44

(g)Col. 1. 13. John 8. 36. (b) Phil. 2. 13. 1

fo
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o as that, by reaſon ofhis (1) remain-

ag Corruptions, he doth not perfectly

for only will that which is good, but

oth alſo will that which is evil.

5. The will of Man is made (k) per-

tly, and immutably free to good a-

one, in the ſtate ofGlory only.

S

S

0C

a

Di

هل

T

CHAP. Χ.

Of Effectual Calling.

HoſewhomGod hath predeſti-

nated unto Life, he is pleaſed

this appointed, and accepted time, (a)

Fectually to call by his Word, and Spi-

ot, out of that ſtate ofSin, andDeath,

which they are by Nature, to Grace

adSalvation (6) by Jefus Christ ; en-

ghtning their Minds, ſpiritually, and

vingly, to (c) understand the things

(i) Rom. 7. 15 , 18, 19, 22, 23. (k) Ephef. 4. 13. (a)

in. 8. 30. Rom. 11. 7. Eph. 1. 10, 11. 2 Theff. 3.13,

(b) Eph. 1.-6. (c) Acts 26. 18. Eph. 1. 7. 18.2.

of
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ofGod ; taking away their (d) Hear

ofStone, and givinguntothem an Hear

of Fleſh ; renewing their Wills, andb

his Almighty Power, determining then

(e) tothat which is good, and effectu

ally drawingthem to Jeſus Chriſt ; yo

ſo asthey come ( f) moſt freely, being

made willing by his Grace.
2. This Effectual Call is of God

free and ſpecial Grace alone, (g) no

from any thing at all foreſeen in Man

nor from any Power, or agency in the

Creature, co-working with his ſpecia

Grace, (b) the Creature being whol

paſſive therein, being dead inSins and

Treſpaſſes, untilbeingquicknedand re

newedby the Holy Spirit, he is thereb

enabled to answer this Call, and to em

brace the Grace offered and conveyo

in it, and that by no leſs (i) Pow

(d) Ezek. 36.26. (e) Deut. 30.6. Ezek. 36.27.

phef. 1. 19. (f) Pfalm. 110.3 . Cant. 1.4. (g) 2 Ti

1.9. Eph. 2.8 . (b) 1 Cor. 2. 14. Eph.2.5.John 5.2

(i)Eph. 1. 19, 20.

tha
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than that which raiſed up Chriſt from

the dead.

3. Elect Ifnants dying in Infancy,

are (k ) regenerated and ſaved by Chrift

through the Spirit ; who worketh when,

and where, and (1) how he pleaſeth :

So alſo are all other Elect Perſons, who

are uncapable of being outwardly call-

ed by the Ministry of the Word.

4. Others not elected, although they

may be called by the Ministry of the

Word, (m) and may have fome com-

mon operations of the Spirit, yet not

being effectually drawn by the Father,

they neither will, nor can truly (n)

come to Chriſt; and therefore cannot

be ſaved ; much leſs can Men that re-

ceive not the Chriſtian Religion (0) be

* ſaved, be they never ſodiligent to frame

their Lives according to the Light of

☑ Nature, and the Law ofthat Religion

they do profeſs.

1

(k) John 3.3.5.6. (1) John 3.8. (m) Matt. 22 .

4,Ch. 13. 20, 21. Heb. 6.4,5 (n) John 6.44.45, 650

1 John 2, 24, 25. (0)Acts4. 12.John4.22. Ch. 17.3.
CHA P.E
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T

CHAP. ΧΙ.

OfJustification.

Hoſe whom God effectually

calleth, he alſo freely (4) ju-

ſtifieth, not by infuſing righteouſneſs in-

to them, but by (6) pardoning their

Sins, and by accounting, and accepting

their Perſons as (c) righteous ; not for

any thing wrought in them, or done

bythem,but for Chriſt's fake alone, not

by imputing Faith itſelf the act of be.

lieving, or any other (d) evangelical O-

bedience to them, as their righteouf-

neſs ; but by imputing Chriſt's active

Obedience unto the whole Law, and

paffive Obedience in his Death ; for

their whole andfole righteouſneſs, they

(e)receiving, and resting on him, and

(a) Rom. 3. 24. Ch. 8.30. (b) Rom. 4. 5, 6, 7, 8.

Ephef. 1. 7. (c) 1 Cor. 1. 30, 31. Rom. 5. 17, 18, 19.

(4) Phil. 3. 8, 9. Eph. 2.8, 9, 10. (e) John 1. 12.Rom.

5.17.

his
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his righteouſneſs by Faith ; which

they have not of themselves, it is the

Giftof God.

2. Faith thus receiving and reſting

onChriſt, and his Righteouſneſs, is the

(f) alone Inſtrument of Juſtification :

Yet it is not alone in the Perſon jufti-

fied , but is ever accompanied with all

other faving Graces, and is no dead

- Faith, (g ) but worketh by Love.

fi 3. Chrift, by his Obedience, and

Death, did fully discharge the debt of

all thoſe that are justified ; and did by

the ſacrifice ofhimself, inthe Blood of

hisCroſs, undergoing in their ſtead, the

penalty due unto them, make a proper,

real, and full fatisfaction (b) to God's Ju-

ſtice in their behalf; yet inasmuchashe

was givenby the Father for them, and

et his Obedience and Satisfaction accepted

in their ſtead, and both (i) freely, not

for any thing in them, their Juſtifica-

el

8

(f) Rom. 3. 28. (g) Gal. 5.6. James 2. 17, 22, 26.

(b) Heb. 10. 14. 1 Pet. 1. 18, 19. Ifai. 53.5, 6. (i)

Rom. 8. 32. 2Cor. 5. 21 .

E2 tion
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tion is only of Free Grace, that both

the exact Justice and richGrace ofGod

might be ( k ) glorified in the Juſtificati-

on ofSinners.

4. God didfrom all Eternity decree

to (1) juftifie all the Elect, and Chrift

did in the fulness of time die for their

Sins , and rife (m) again for their Jufti-

fication ; nevertheless they are not ju

ſtified perſonally, until the Holy Spirit

doth in due time (n) actually apply

Chrift unto them .

5. Goddoth continue to (0) forgive

the Sins of thoſe that are justified, and

although they can never fall from the

ſtate of (p) Juſtification, yet they may

by their Sins fall underGod's(q) father-

ly diſpleaſure ; and in that condition,

they have not usually the light of his

Countenance reſtored unto them, until

(k) Rom. 3 26. Ephef. 1. 6, 7. Chap. 2. 7. (1) Gal.

3.8. 1 Per . 1. 2. 1 Tim. 2.6. (m) Rom.4.25 . (2)

Col. 1. 21 , 22. Tit. 3, 4, 5, 6, 7. (0) Matt. 6. 12 .

John 1. 7, 9. (p) John 10. 28. (9) Pialm 89.31, 32,

I

33.

they
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20
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h
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1

they (r) humble themselves, confefs

their Sins, beg Pardon, and renew

their Faith and Repentance.

6. The juftification of Believers un-

der the Old Testament, was in all theſe

Reſpects, (s) one and the fame with

the juftification of Believers under the

New Testament.

A

CHAP. ΧΙΙ.

Of Adoption.

LL thofe that are justified, God

vouchsafed in, and for the fake

of his only Son Jefus Christ, to make

partakers of the Grace (a) of Adoption ;

by which they are taken into theNum-

ber, and enjoy the Liberties, and (6)

Priviledges of Children ofGod ; have

☑his (c) Name put upon them, (d) re-

(

(r) Pfalm 32. 5. & 51. Matt. 26.75. (5) Gal. 3. 9 .

Rom. 4. 22,23,24. (a)Ephef. 1. 5. Gal. 4. 4, 5. (6)

John 1. 12. Rom. 8. 17. (c) 2 Cor.6. 18. Rev. 3. 12.

(d)Rom. 8. 15.

E3 ceive
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ceive the Spirit of Adoption, (e) have 1

acceſs to the Throne of Grace with

boldness ; are enabled to cry, Abba, Fa.

ther ; are (f) pitied, ( g) protected, (i ) 1

provided for, and (k) chaſtned by him,

as by a Father ; yet never (1) caſt off,

but ſealed (m) to the Day of Redemp

tion, and inherit the Promiſes, (n) as

Heirs of Everlasting Salvation.

I.

CHAP. XIII.

Of Sanctification.

THEY
to Chrift,HEYwho are united

effectually called, and regene-

rated, having a new Heart and a new

Spirit created in them, through the

vertue of Chriſt's Death and Refurre-

Etion ; are alſo (a) farther fanctified,

(e)Gal 4. 6. Ephet. 2. 18. (f) Plalm 103.13 . (g)

Prov 14 26. (2) ( Pet.5 7. (k) Heu. 12.6 . (7) Ifa.

54.8, 9. Lam. 3. 31 (m) Eph. 4. 30, ( n) Hcb. 1. 14.

Chap. 6. 12. (a) Acts 20. 22. Kom. 6.5, 6.

really,
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el

really and perſonally, through the ſame

vertue, (b) by his word and Spirit

dwelling in them ; (c) the dominion of

the whole body of Sin is deftroyed, (d)

and the ſeveral Lufts thereof, are more

and more weakned, and mortified ; and

they more and morequickned, and (e)

ſtrengthned in all favingGraces, to the

(f) practice of all true Holiness, with-

out which no Man ſhall ſee the Lord.

2. This Sanctification is (g) through.

out in the whole Man, yet imperfect

(b) in this Life ; there abideth ftill

forme remnants ofCorruption in every
every

part, whence arifeth a (i) continual,

and irreconcilable War; the Flesh luft-

ing against the Spirit, and the Spirit a-

gainft the Fleſh.

3. In which War, although the re-

maining Corropuon for a time may

much(k) prevail, yet, through the con

☑ (2) Joha 17. 17. Eph. 3. 16, 17, 18, 19. 1 Theff. 5.

121, 22, 25. (c) Kom. 6. 14. (d)Gal. 5. 24. (e) Col. I.

( f ) 2 Cor. 7.1. Heb 12.14. (2) Theil. 5. 23 .

boun. 7. 18 , 23. (4) Gal. 5. 17. 1. (k)
Kon.. 7. 23.

tinual
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tinual ſupply ofſtrength, from thefan-

Etifying Spirit of Christ, (1) regenerate

part doth overcome ; and ſo the Saints i

grow in Grace, perfecting Holineſs in

the fear of God, (m) preffing after an e

Heavenly Life, in Evangelical Obedi

encetoall the Commands which Christ,

as Head and King, in his Word hath

preſcribed to them.

1.

CHAP. XIV.

Of Saving Faith.

THE

-

HE Grace of Faith, whereby

the Elect are enabled to be-

lieve tothe ſaving of their Souls, is the

work of the Spirit ofChrist (a) in their

Hearts, and is ordinarily wrought by

the Ministry of the (6) Word ; by

which alſo, and by the adminiftration

(1) Rom. 6. 14. (m) Eph. 4. 15, 16.

Chap. 7. 1. (a) 2 Cor. 4. 13. Eph. 2. 8.

14, 17.

2Cor. 3. 18.

(6) Rom. 10

of
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ofBaptism, and the Lord's Supper, Pray-

ver and other Means appointed of God,

it is increaſed, (c) and ſtrengthned.

2. By this Faith, a Chriftian believ-

red to be true, * whatsoever is revealed

in the Word, for the Authority ofGod

@himſelf; and alſo apprehendeth an Ex-

cellency therein, (a)above allotherWri-

tings ; and all things in the World: As it

bears forth the Glory ofGod in his At-

'tributes, the Excellency of Chrift in his

Nature andOffices, and the Power and

Fulness of the Holy Spirit in his Work-

ings and Operations ; and ſo is enabled

to (e) caft his Soul upon the truth thus

believed , and alſo astethdifferently up-
on that which each particular Paſſage

thereofcontaineth; yielding Obedience

to the (f) Commands, trembling at

the (g ) threatnings, and embracing the

(b) Promises ofGod, for this Life, and

that which is to come: But the princi-コ

(c) Luke 17. 5. 1 Pet. 2.2. Acts 20. 32. * Acts 24.

14 (d) Píalm 19. 7, 8, 9, 10. Pfalm 119.72. (e) 2 Tim.

1. 12. (f) John 15. 14. (g) Ifai. 66. 2. (b)Heb. 11. 13.

pal
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pal Acts of Saving Faith, hath immedi

ate relation toChrift, accepting, receiv.

ing and reſting upon (1) him alone, for

Juſtification , Sanctification, and Eternal

Life, by vertue of the Covenant of
Grace.

3. This Faith, although it be diffe.

rent in degrees, and may be weak, (k )

or ſtrong, yet it is inthe leaſt degree of

it, different in the kind, or nature of it

(as is all other Saving Grace) from the
Faith (1) and commonGrace of tempo.

rary believers ; and therefore though it

may bemany timesaffailed, and weak.

ned, yet it gets (m) the Victory, grow.

ingup inmany, to the attainment ofa

full (n) affurancethrough Chrift, whois

both the Author (o) and Finisher of

our Faith.

(i) John 1 , 12. Acts 16. 31. Gal. 2.20. Acts 15. 11.

(k)Heb. 5. 13, 14. Matt. 6. 3c. Rom. 4. 19, 20. (1)

2Pet. 1. 1. (m) Eph.6 16. 1 John 5.4, 5. (n)Heb. 6.

11, 12. Col. 2. 2. (0) Heb. 12. 2.

CHAP.

15
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CHAP. XV.

Of Repentance unto Life and Salvation.

SUCH
ofthe Elect as are convert-

ed at riper Years, having (4)

Sometimes lived in the ſtate of Nature,

hind therein ſerved divers Lufts and

Pleaſures, God intheir Effectual Calling

hiveth them Repentance unto Life.

12. Whereas there is none that doth

ood, and finneth (6) not, and the beſt

"f Men may, through the power and

Meceitfulness of their Corruption dwell-

ing in them, with the prevalency of

hemptation, fall into greater Sins, and

'rovocations, God hath in the Covenant

f Grace, mercifully provided that Be-

Levers ſo ſinning, and falling, ( c) bere-

ewed through Repentance unto Salva-

ion.
D.

(a) Tit. 3. 2, 3, 4, 5. (6) Eccl. 7. 20. (c) Luke

2. 31,32.

3. This
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3. This Saving Repentance isan (d)

Evangelical Grace, whereby a Perſon,

being by the Holy Spirit made ſenſible

ofthe manifold Evils of his Sin, doth,

by Faith in Chriſt, humble himself for

it, with Godly Sorrow, deteftation of

it, and felf-abhorrency ; (e) praying for

pardon, and ſtrength ofGrace, with a

purpoſe and endeavour by ſupplies of

the Spirit, to (f) walk before God un-

to all well pleaſing in all things.

4. AsRepentance is to be continued

through the whole course of our Lives,

upon the accountofthe bodyofDeath,

andthe Motions thereof; ſo it is every

Man's Duty, to repentof his (g) parti-

cularknown Sins, particularly.

5. Such is the provifion which God

hath madethrough Chriſt inthe Cove

nant ofGrace, for the preſervationofBe-

lievers unto Salvation, that although

there is no Sin ſoſmall, but it deſerves

(d) Zech. 12. 10. Acts 11. 18. (e) Ezek. 36. 31

2Cor. 7. 11. (f) Pfalm 119.6. Plalm119.128. (g)

Luke 19. 8. 1 Tim. 13 , 15 .

(b)dam
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(b) damnation ; yet there is no Sin ſo

great, that it ſhall bring Damnation on

them that (i) repent ; which makesthe

conſtant preaching of Repentance ne-

ceffary.

I.

G

CHAP. XVI.

OfGoodWorks.

Ood Works are only ſuch as

God hath (a) commanded in

his Holy Word, and not ſuch as with-

out the warrant thereof, are deviſedby

Men, out of blind Zeal, (6) or upon

any pretence of good Intentions.

2. Theſe good Works, done in Obe-

dience to God's Commandments, are

the Fruits and Evidences (c) of a true

and lively Faith; and bythem Believ-

ers manifeft their (d) Thankfulneſs,

(b) Rom. 6. 23. (i) Ifa. 1.16.1. Ifa. 55. 7. (a) Mic.

-6.8. Heb: 13.21. (6) Matt. 15. 9. Ifa. 19. 13. (c) Jam,

2. 18, 22. (d) Pfalm 116. 12, 13,

F
ſtrengthen
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ſtrengthen their (e) Aſſurance, edifie

their (f) Brethren, adorn the Profeffi.

on of the Gospel, ſtop the Mouths of

the Adverſaries, and glorifie (g) God,

whoſe Workmanship they are, created

in Chrift Jeſus (b) thereunto, that hav-

ing their Fruit unto Holiness, they may

have the end (i) Eternal Life.

3. Their ability to do good Works,

is not at all of themselves, but wholly

from the Spirit (k ) of Chriſtand that

they may be enabled thereunto, befides

the Graces they have already received,

there is neceſſary an (1) actual influence

of the fame Holy Spirit, to work in

them to will, and to do of his good

Pleaſure ; yet are they not hereupon to

grow Negligent, as if they were not

bound to perform any Duty, unleſs up-

on a ſpecial Motion of the Spirit , but

they ought to be diligent in (m) stir-

(e) 1John 2. 3, 5. 2Pet. 1.5-11 . (f) Matt. 5. 16:

(g) 1 Tim. 6. 1. 1 Pet. 2. 15. Phil. 1. 11. (b) Eph .

2. 10. (i) Rom. 6. 22. (k) John15.4,5. (1) 2 Cor. 3 .

5. Phil. 2. 13. (m) Phil. 2. 12,Heb. 6. 11. 1. Ifa. 64.7

ring

1
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fe

hi

Gi

ring up the Grace ofGod that is in

them.

4. They who in their Obedience at-

tain to the greatest height which is pof-

fible in this Life, are fo far from being

aable to fupererrogate, and to domore

thanGod requires, as that (n) they fall

"ſhort of much which in Duty they are.
bound to do.

Or

t

e

U

C

b

t

4

5. We cannotby our best Worksme-

rit pardon of Sin, orEternal Life at the

Hand ofGod, by reaſon of the great

diſproportion that is between them and

the glory to come, and the infinite di-

ſtance that is between us and God,

whom by them we can neither profit,

nor fatisfie, for the debt of our (o) for-

mer Sins ; but when we have done all

we can, wehave done but our Duty,

and are unprofitable Servants ; and be-

cauſeas they are good,they proceedfrom
his (p) Spirit, and as they are wrought

(n) Job 9.2, 3. Gal. 5.17. Luke 17. 10. (0) Rom.

3. 20. Eph. 2.8, 9. Rom. 4.6. (p) Gal. 5. 22, 23 .

F2
by
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byus, they are defiled, (q) and mixed

with so much Weakness and Imperfe-

Etion , that they cannot endure the fe-

verity of God's Judgment.

6. Yet notwithstanding the Perfons

of Believers being accepted through

Chrift, their good Works alſo are ac

cepted in (r) him ; not as though they

were in this Life wholly unblameable

and unreprovable in God's fight ; but

that he looking uponthem in his Son,

is pleaſed to accept and reward that

which is (s) fincere, although accompa-

nied with many Weakneſſes and Im-

perfections.

7. Works doneby unregenerate Men,

although for the matter of them, they

may be things which God commands,

and of good Uſe, both to themselves

and (t) others ; yet becauſe they pro-

ceed not from a Heart purified by (u)

Faith, nor are done in a right manner

1

(9) Ifa. 64. 6. Pfalm 143.2. (r) Eph. 1. 6. 1 Pet.

2.5. (5) Matt. 25.21. 23. Heb. 6. 10. (t) 2 Kings 10 .

30. 1 Kings 21.27, 29. ( 4) Gen. 4. 9. Heb. 11. 4, 6.

accord-
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according to the (w) Word, nor to a

right end the (x) Glory ofGod, they

are finful, and cannot pleaſe God, nor

make a Man meet to receive Grace from

(y) God ; and yet their neglect of them

is more finful, and (2) diſpleaſing to
God.

ea

CHAP. XVII.

Of Perseverance of the Saints.
t

1 .
'HoſewhomGodhath accepted

!

1

TintheBeloved, effectually call-

ed and fanctified by his Spirit, and gi-

ven the precious Faith ofhis Elect un-

to, can neither totally nor finally fall

from the ſtate of Grace, (a) but ſhall

certainly perſevere therein to the end,

and be eternally ſaved, ſeeing the Gifts

(w) 1 Cor. 13. 1. (x) Matt. 6.2, 5. (y) Amos 5. 21,

- 22. Rom. 9. 16. Tit. 3.5. (2) Job 21. 14, 15. Matt.

- 25.41,42,43. (a) John 10. 28, 29. Phil. 1.6. 2 Tim.

2. 19. 1 John 2. 19.

:
F3

and
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and Callings of God are without Re-

pentance, (whence he ſtill begets and

nouriſheth in them Faith, Repentance,

Love, Joy, Hope, and all the Graces

of the Spirit unto Immortality) and

though many Storms and Floods arife

and beat against them, yet they ſhall

never be able to take them off that

Foundation and Rock which by Faith

they are faftned upon: Notwithstand-

ing, through unbelief and the temptati-

ons of Satan, the ſenſible fight of the

Light, and Love of God, may for a

time be clouded, and obſcured from

(b) them, yet it is ſtill the ſame, (c)

and they ſhall be ſure to be kept by the

Power ofGod unto Salvation, where

they ſhall enjoy their purchased Poffef-

fion, they being engraven upon the

Palm of his Hands, and their. Names

having been written in the Book of

ofLife from all Eternity.

2. This Perseverance of the Saints,

depends not upon their own free Will,

(6) Plalm 89. 31, 32. 1 Cor. 11. 22. (c) Mal. 3. 6.

but
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but upon the immutability of the De-

cree of (d) Election, flowing from the

free and unchangeable Love ofGodthe

Father, upon the efficacy ofthe Merit

and Interceffion of Jesus Chriſt (e) and

Union with him, the (f) Oath ofGod,

the abiding of his Spirit, and the (g)

Seed of God within them, and theNa-

ture ofthe (b) Covenant ofGrace ; from

allwhich arifeth alſo the certainty and

inaffability thereof.

3. And though they may, through

the temptation of Satan, and of the

World, the prevalency of Corruption

remaining in them, and theneglect of

Means of their prefervation, fall into

grievous (i) Sins, and for a time conti-

nue therein ; whereby they incur (k)

God's diſpleaſure, and grieve his holy

Spirit, come to have their Graces and

(1) Comforts impaired, have their

(d) Rom. 8.30 . Chap. 9.11 , 16. (e) Rom. 5. 9, 10.

John 14.19 . (f) Heb. 6. 17, 18. (g) 1 John 3.9.

(b) Jer. 32. 40. (i) Matt. 26.70.72,74. (k)Ifa.

5.9. Eph. 4. 30. (1) Pfalm 51.10, 12.

64.

Hearts
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Hearts hardened, and their Confciences

wounded, (m) hurt, and ſcandalize o-

thers, and bring temporal Judgments

(n) upon themselves, yet they ſhall re-

new their (0) Repentance, andbe pre-

ſerved, through Faith in Chrift Jeſus,
to the end.

CHAP. XVIII.

Of the Affurance ofGrace and Salvation.

I.

and other unregenerate Men,

may vainly deceive themselves with

falſe hopes, and carnal Preſumptions,

of being in the Favour ofGod, and

ftate of Salvation, (a) which hope of

theirs ſhall periſh ; yet ſuch as truly be-

lieve in the Lord Jeſus, and love him

in fincerity, endeavouring to walk in

(m) Pfalm 32. 3, 4. (n) 2 Sam. 12. 14. (0) Luke 22.

32.andv. 61, 62. (4) Job 8. 13, 14. Matth. 7. 22,

23.

all
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all good Confcience before him, may in

this Life be certainly aſſured, (6) that

they are in the ſtate ofGrace,and may

rejoyce in the hope of the glory ofGod,

which hope ſhall never make them (8)

afhamed .

2. This Certainty isnot abare con-

jectural and probable Perfuafion, ground-

ed upon (d) a fallible Hope, but an in-

fallible Afſurance of Faith, founded on

the Blood and Righteousness of Chrift

(e) revealed in theGoſpel; and alfo up-

on the inward (f) evidence of thoſe

Graces ofthe Spirit unto which Promi-

fes are made, and on the Testimony of

the (g) Spirit of Adoption, witneffing

with our Spirits, that we are the Chil

dren ofGod ; and, as a Fruit thereof,

keeping the Heart both(b) humble and

holy.

(b) 1 John 2. 3. Ch. 3. 14. 18, 19, 21, 24. Ch.5.

13. (c) Rom. 5. 2, 5. (d) Heb. 6. 11, 19. (e) Heb. 6 .

17, 18. (f) 2 Pet. 1.4, 5. 10, 11. (g ) Rom. 8. 15,

16. (b) I Johnan 3. 1 , 2 , 30

3. This
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3. This infallible Aſſurancedoth not

fo belong to the Effence of Faith, but

that a true Believer may wait long ;

and conflict with many difficulties, be-

fore he be (i) partaker of it ; yet being

enabled by the Spirit, to know the

things which are freely given him of

God, he may without extraordinary

revelation in the right uſe of Means (k)

attain thereunto ; and therefore it is

the Dutyof every one, to give all dili-

gence tomake their Calling and Electi-

on fure, thatthereby his Heart may be

enlarged in Peace andJoy in the Holy

Spirit, in love and thankfulneſs to God,

and in ſtrength and chearfulness in the

Duties of Obedience, the proper (1)

Fruits of this Aſſurance ; ſo far is it

(m) from incliningMento looſneſs .

4. True Believers may have the Af-

furance of their Salvation divers ways

(i) Ifa. 50. 10. Pfalm 88. & Pfalm. 77. 1-12. (k)

1 John 4. 13. Heb. 6. 11, 12. (1) Rom. 5. 1, 2, 5. Ch .

14. 17. Pfalm 119.32. (m) Rom. 6. 1, 2. Tit. 2. 11,

12, 14

ſhaken,
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ſhaken, diminiſhed, and intermitted ;

as (n) by negligence in preferving ofit,

by (o) falling into ſome ſpecial Sin,

which woundeth the Conſcience, and

grieveth the Spirit, by ſome ſudden, or

(P) vehement Temptation, by God's

withdrawing the (q) Light ofhis Coun-

tenance, and ſuffering even ſuch as fear

him to walk indarkness, and to have

no light ; yet are they never deſtitute

ofthe (r) Seed ofGod, and Life (s) of

Faith, that Love of Chrift, and the

Brethren, that fincerity of Heart, and

Confcience of Duty, out of which, by

the Operation of the Spirit, this Aflu-

rance may in due time be (t) revived ;

and by the which, in the mean time,

they are (a) preſerved from utter de-
ſpair.

(n) Cant. 5. 2. 3. 6. (0) Pfalm 51. 8. 12. 14. (p)

Pla. 116. 11. Pfa.77. 7, 8. Pfalm 31.22. (9) Pfalm 30. 7 .

( ) 1 John 3. 9. (5) Luke 22.32. (t)Plalm42.5.11 .

(u) Lam. 3.26,27-31.

CHAP.
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I.

G

CHAP. XIX.

Of the Law of God.

OD gave to Adam aLaw ofUni

verſal Obedience, (a)written in

his Heart, and a particular Precept of

not eating the Fruit of the Tree of

Knowledge of Good and Evil ; by

whichhe bound him, and all his Pofte

rity to perſonal, entire, exact and per-

petual (6) Obedience ; promised Life

upon the fulfilling, and (c) threatned

Death upon the breach of it, and in-

duedhimwith Power and Ability to

keep it.

2. The ſame Law that was firſt

written in the Heart of Man, (d) conti

nued to be a perfect Rule of Righte

ouſneſs after the Fall, and was deliver

ed byGod upon Mount Sinai, in (e)

(a) Gen. 1.27. Eccle. 7. 29. (6) Rom. 10.5, (c)

Gal. 3. 10. 12, (d)Rom. 2, 14, 15. (e) Deut. 10. 4.

زا

8

e

t

a

a

Π

Ten



Of the Law of God. 85

h

h

Ten Commandments, and written in

two Tables, the four firſt containing

our Duty towards God, and the other

fix our Duty toMan.

3. Besides this Law, commonly call-

Ted Moral, God was pleaſed to give to

the People of Ifrael Ceremonial Laws,

containing ſeveral typical Ordinances,

partly of Worship , (f) prefiguring

Chriſt, his Graces, Actions, Sufferings,

and Benefits; and partly holding forth

divers Inſtructions (g) of Moral Du-

ties, all which Ceremonial Laws being

appointed only to the time of Refor-

mation, are by Jefus Chriſt the true

Meffiah, and only Law-giver, who

was furnished with Power from the

Father, for that end, (b) abrogated

and taken away.

4. To them alſo he gave fundry Ju-

#dicial Laws, which expired together

with the ſtate of that People, not ob-

(f) Heb. 10. 1. Col. 2. 17. (g) 1 Cor. 5.7. (6)

Col. 2. 14. 16, 17. Eph. 2. 14. 16.

G
liging
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liging anynow by vertue of that Infti-

tution ; their general (i) Equity only

being of moral Ufe.

5. The Moral Law doth for ever

bind all, (k) as well justified Perſons as

others, to the Obedience thereof, and

that not only in regard of the Matter

contained in it, but alſo in reſpect

of the (1) Authority of God the

Creator, who gave it ; neither doth

Christ in the Gospel any way dif-

ſolve, (m) but much ſtrengthen this

Obligation.

6. Although true Believers be not

under the Law, as a Covenant of

Works, (n) to be thereby justified or

condemned, yet it is ofgreat Uſe to

them, as well as to others, in that, as

a Rule of Life, informing them of the

Will ofGod, andtheir Duty, it directs

and binds them to walk accordingly ;

(i) 1 Cor. 9. 8, 9, 10. (k) Rom. 13.8, 9, 10. James

2.8,10, 11, 12. (1) James 2. 10, 11. (m) Matt. 5. 17,

18,19. Rom. 3. 31. (n) Rom. 6. 14. Gal. 2. 16. Rom.

8. 1. Chap. 10.4.

(0) dif-
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(o) diſcovering alſo the finful Poluti-

ons of their Natures, Hearts and Lives,

ſo as examining themselves thereby,

they may come to further conviction of,

humiliation for, and hatred againft Sin ;

together with a clearer fight ofthe need

they have of Chriſt, and the perfection

of his Obedience : It is likewife of uſe

to the Regenerate, to restrain their

Corruptions, in that it forbids Sin ; and

the Threatnings of it ferve to ſhew

what even their Sins deſerve, andwhat

Afflictions in this Life they may ex-

pect for them, although freed from the

Curfe and unallyed Rigor thereof.

Theſe Promiſes of it likewiſe ſhew

them God's approbation of Obedience,

and what Bleffings they may expect

upon the Performance thereof, though

not as due to them by the Law as a

Covenant of Works ; fo as Man's do-

ing Good, and refraining from Evil,

becauſe the Law incourageth to the

(0) Rom. 3. 20. Chap. 77. &c.

1

G2
one,
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one, and deterreth from the other, is

no Evidence of his being (P) under the

Law, and not underGrace.

7. Neither are the forementioned

Uſes of the Law (g) contrary to the

Grace of the Gospel, but do ſweetly

comply with it, the Spirit ofChrift fub-

duing (r) and inabling the Will of Man

to do that freely and chearfully, which

the Will ofGod revealed in the Law,

requireth to be done.

CHAP. XX.

Of the Gospel, and of the Extent of the

Grace thereof.

I.

T
HE Covenant of Works be.

ing broken by Sin, and made

unprofitable unto Life,God was pleaſed

togive forth the Promise of Chrift, (a)

(p) Rom. 6. 12. 13, 14. 1 Pet. 3.8.-13. (9) Gal.

3.21. (2) Ezek. 37.21. (a) Gen. 3. 15.

the
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the Seed of the Woman, as theMeans

of calling the Elect, and begetting in

them Faith and Repentance ; in this

Promise, the (6)Gospel, as to the ſub-

ſtance of it, was revealed, and therein

effectual, for the Converſion and Sal-

vation of Sinners.

2. This Promise of Christ and Salva-

tion by him, is revealed only by (c)

the Word of God; neither do the

Works of Creation, or Providence,

with the Light of Nature, (d) make

• diſcovery of Chrift, or of Grace by

him, ſo much as in a general, or ob-

ſcure way ; much leſs, that Men, de-

ſtitute of the Revelation of him by the

Promise, or Goſpel, (e) ſhould be ena-

bled thereby, to attain ſaving Faith, or

Repentance.

3. The Revelation of the Gospel un-

to Sinners, made in divers times, and

by ſundry parts, with the addition of

(b) Rev. 13.8. (c) Rom. 1. 17.

15, 17. (e) Prov. 29. 18. Ifa. 25. 7.

G3

(d) Rom. 10. 145

with Ch. 60, 2, 3 .

Promiſes,
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Promiſes, andPrecepts, for the Obedi-

ence required therein, as to the Nati

ons, and Perſons, to whom it is grant-

ed, is meerly of the (f ) Soveraign Will

and good Pleaſure ofGod ; not being

annexed by vertue of any Promiſe, to

thedue improvement of Men's natural

Abilities, by vertue of common light

received, without it ; which none ever

did (g) make, orcan ſodo : And there-

fore in all Ages the Preaching of the

Goſpel hathbeen granted unto Perſons

andNations, as to the extent,or ſtreight-

ning of it, in great variety, according

to the Counſel ofthe Will ofGod.

4. Although the Goſpel be the only

outward Means of revealing Chriſt,

and ſaving Grace, and is, as ſuch, a-

bundantly fufficient thereunto ; yet

that Men, who are dead in Treſpaſſes,

may be Born again, Quickned orRe-

generated, there is moreover neceffary,

an effectual infuperable (b) Work of

(f)Plalm 147.10. Acts 16. 7. (g) Rom. 1. 18, &c.

(b)Pfalm 110. 3. 1 Cor. 2. 14. Eph. 1. 19, 29.

the
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to

Га.

the Holy Spirit, upon the whole Soul,

for the producing in them a new Spiri-

tual Life ; without which no other

Means will effect (i) their Converſion

unto God.

e

D

10

CHAP. ΧΧΙ.

Of Christian Liberty, and Liberty ofCox-

Science.

I.

T
HE Liberty which Christ hath

purchased for Believers under

the Goſpel, conſiſts in their freedom

from the guilt ofSin, the condemning

Wrath of God, the Rigour and (a)

Curſe of the Law, and in their being

delivered from this preſent Evil (6)

World, Bondage to (c) Satan, and Do-

minion (d) of Sin, from the (e) Evil of

Afflictions, the Fear, and Sting (f) of

(i) John 6.44. 2 Cor. 4. 4, 6. (a) Gal. 3. 13. (b).

Gal. 1.4. (c) Acts 26.18. (d) Rom. 8. 3. (e) Rom. 8..

28. (f) 1 Cor. 15.54, 55, 56, 570

Death,
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Death, the Victory of the Grave, and

(g) Everlasting Damnation ; as alſo in

their (b) free acceſs toGod, and their

yielding Obedience unto him, not out

of a flaviſh fear, (i) but a Child-like

love, and willing Mind.

All which were common alſo to Be-

lievers under the Law (k) for the Sub-

ſtance of them ; but under the New

Teſtament, the Liberty of Chriftians

is further enlarged intheir freedom from

the Yoke of the Ceremonial Law, to

which the Jewish Church was ſubject-

ed, and in greater boldness of acceſs to

the Throne ofGrace,and in fuller Com-

munications of the (1) Free Spirit of

God, thanBelievers under the Law did

ordinarily partake of.

2. God alone is (m) Lord of the

Confcience, and hath left it free from

the Doctrines and Commandments of

Men, (n) which are in any thing con-

(g) 2 Theil. 1. 10. (b) Rom. 8. 15. (1) Luke 1. 750

75. 1 John4. 18. (k) Gal. 3. 9. 14. (1) John 7.38, 39 .

Heb. 10. 19, 20, 21. (m) Jam. 4. 12. Rom. 14. 4. (2)

Αεις 4. 19. & 5. 29. 1 Cor. 7. 23. Matt. 15. 9.

trary
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trary to his Word, or not contained in

it. So that to believe ſuch Doctrines,

or Obey fuch Commands out of Con-

ſcience, (o) is to betray true Liberty

of Confcience; and the requiring of

an (p) implicit Faith, and abſolute and

blind Obedience, is to destroy Liberty

ofConfcience andReaſon alſo.

3. They who, upon pretence of

Chriſtian Liberty, do practice any Sin,

or cheriſh any finful Luft, as they do

thereby pervert the main deſign of the

Grace oftheGospel, (q) to their own

Deſtruction, ſothey whollydestroy (r)

the end of Chriſtian Liberty ; which

is, that, being delivered out of the

Hands of all our Enemies, we might

ſerve the Lord without fear, in Holi-

neſs and Righteouſneſs before him, all

the Days of our Lives.

- (0) Col. 2. 20. 22, 23. (p) 1 Cor. 3. 5. 2Cor. 1.24.

(9) Rom. 6. 1, 2. (r) Gal. 4. 13. 2 Pet. 2. 18, 21 .

CHAP.
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CHAP. ΧΧΙΙ .

OfReligiousWorship, and the Sabbath-Day

I.

T
HE Light of Nature ſhews

that there is a God, whohath

Lordſhip and Sovereignty overall ; is

Juſt, Good, and doth good unto all ;

and is therefore to be feared, loved,

praiſed, called upon, truſted in, and

ſerved, with all the Heart, and all the

Soul, (a) and with all the Might. But

the acceptable way of worſhipping the

true God, is (6) inftituted by himself,

and ſo limited by his own revealed

Will, that he may not be worſhipped

according to the Imaginations and De-

vices of Men, or theSuggeſtions of Sa-

tan, under any viſible Representations,

or (c) any other way, not preſcribed

in the Holy Scriptures. 5

(a) Jer. 10.7. Mark 12.33 . (6) Deut. 12. 32. (0)

Exod. 20. 4, 5, 6.

2. Re-
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2. Religious Worship is to be given to

God the Father, Son and Holy Spirit, and

tohim (a) alone ; notto Angels, Saints,

pr any other (e) Creatures ; and fince

he Fall, not without a (f) Mediator,

tor in the Mediation of any other but

8) Chrift alone.

3. Prayer, with Thanksgiving, being

ne ſpecial part of Natural Worship,

$ by God required of (b) all Men.

But that it may be accepted, it is to

De made in the (i) Name of the Son,

by the help (k) of the Spirit, according

(1) his Will; with Understanding,

Reverence, Humility, Fervency, Faith,

Love, and Perſeverance ; and with

thers, in a (m) known Tongue.

4. Prayer is to be made for Things

awful, and for all forts ofMen living,

n) or that shall live hereafter ; but

(d) Matt. 4. 9, 10. John 6.23 . Matt. 28. 19. (e)

om. 1. 25. Col. 2. 18. Rev. 19. 10. (f) John 14.6 .

3) 1 Tim . 2. 5. (b) Pfalm 95. 1, 7. Pfalm 65. 2. (i)

ohn 14. 13, 14. (k) Rom. 8. 26. (1) 2John 5. 14.

n) 1Cor. 14. 16, 17. (n) 1 Tim. 2.1, 2. 2Sam.

29.

not
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not (0) for the dead, nor for thoſe of

whom it may beknown, thattheyhave

finned (p) the Sin unto Death.

5. The (q) reading of the Scriptures

Preaching, and (r) hearing the Word

ofGod, teaching and admonishing one

another in Pfalms, Hymns, and Spiritu

al Songs, Singing with Grace in our

Hearts to (s) the Lord ; as alſo the

Administration (t) of Baptism, and (4)

the Lord's Supper, are all parts of Re

ligious Worſhip of God, to be per

formed in Obedience to him, with Un

derſtanding, Faith, Reverence, and

Godly Fear ; moreover, Solemn Hu

miliation, (x) with Faſtings, and

Thanksgiving, upon (y ) ſpecial occa

ſions, ought to be uſed in an holy and

religious manner.

6. Neither Prayer, nor any other

part of Religious Worſhip, is now, un

(0) 2 Sam. 12.21, 22, 23. (p ) 1 John 5.16. (1)

1Tim.4.13 . (r) 2Tim. 4.2. Luke 8.18. (5)Col. 3.16

Eph. 5. 19. (t)Mat.28 . 19,70. (u ) 1 Cor.15.26. (x)Elth

4. 16. Joel 2. 12. (y) 15. 1. &c. Pfalm 107.

de
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der the Goſpel, tied unto, or made

more acceptable by any place in which

it is (z) performed, or towards which

it is directed ; butGod is to be wor-

ſhipped every where in Spirit, and in

Truth; as in (a) private Families (6)

daily, and (c) in fecret each one by

himself, ſo more folemnly in the Pub-

lick Affemblies, which are not careleſly,

nor wilfully, to be (d) neglected or for-

ſaken, whenGod by his Word or Pro-

vidence calleth thereunto.

7. As it is of the Law of Nature,

that in general, a proportion of time,

byGod's appointment, be ſet apart for

the Worship of God, fo by his Word,

ina poſitive, moral, and perpetual Com-

mandment, binding all Men, in allA-

ges, he hath particularly appointed one

day in ſeven for a (e) Sabbath to be

kept holy unto him, which from the

beginning of the World, to the Refur-

(z) John 4. 21. Mal. 1. 11. 1 Tim. 2. 8. (a)Aas

(6) Mat. 6. 11. Pfal.55.17. (c) Mat. 6.6. (d)
10.2.

Heb. 10.25. Acts 2.42. (e) Exod. 20. 8.

H rection
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rection of Chriſt, was the last Day of

the Week ; and from the Refurre-

Etion of Chrift , was changed into the

first day of the Week, (f) which iscall-

ed the Lord's Day; and is to be conti-

nued to the end of the World, as the

Chriſtian Sabbath ; the obſervation of

the last day of the Week being abo-

liſhed.

8. The Sabbath is then kept holy un-

to the Lord, when Men, after a due

preparing of their Hearts, and ordering

their common affairs aforehand, do not

only obſerve an holy (g) reft all the

day, from their own Works, Words

andThoughts, about their worldlyEm-

ployment and Recreations, but alſo are

taken up the whole Time in the pub-

lick and private Exerciſes of his Wor-

ſhip, and in the Duties (b) ofNeceffity

andMercy.

(f) 1 Cor.16. 1, 2. Acts 20.7. Rev. 1. 10. (g) Ifa

58. 13. Neh. 13. 15, 23. (b) Mat. 12. 1, 13.

12

CHAP.



0

re

1.

CHAP. XXIII.

Of Lawful Oaths and Vows.

A
Lawful Oath is a

99

part of Reli-

gious Worship, (a) wherein

the Perſon ſwearing in Truth, Righ-

teouſneſs, and Judgment, folemnly call-

Deth God to witneſs what he ſweareth ;

(6) and to judge him according to the
truth or falſeneſs thereof.

2. The Name ofGod only is thatby

which Men ought to fwear ; and there-

in it is to be uſed, with all Holy Fear

and Reverence ; therefore to ſwear vain-

ly or rafhly by that glorious and dread-

ful Name, or to ſwear at allby any o-

her thing, is finful and to be (+) ab-

horred; yet as in matter of weight and

noment, for confirmation of Truth,

(d) and ending all ftrife, an Oath is

01

(a) Exod. 20. 7. Deut. 10. 20. Jer. 4. 2. (b) 2 Chron.

.22,23. (c) Mat. 5. 24, 37. Jam. 5. 12 (d)Heb. 6.

6. 2Cor. 1. 2.3.

H2 warranted

L
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warranted by the Word ofGod; fo a

lawful Oath being imposed, (e) by law.

ful Authority, in ſuch matters, ought

to be taken.

3. Whosoever taketh an Oath, war-

- ranted by the Word ofGod, ought du-

ly to confider the weightiness of ſo So-

lemn an Act, and therein to avouch no-

thing, but what he knoweth to be the

Truth; for that by rafh, falſe, and vain

Oaths, the (f) Lord is provoked, and

for them this Land mourns.

4. An Oath is to be taken in the

plain and (g) common fence of the

Words, without equivocation, or men-

tal reſervation.

5. A Vow, which is not to be made

to anyCreature, but to God alone, (b)

is to be made and performed with all

religious Care and faithfulness : But Po-

piſh Monaftical Vows, (i) of perpetual

fingle Life, profeſſed (k) Poverty, and

(e)Neh. 13.25. (f) Lev. 19.12 . Jer. 23.10. (g)

Pfal. 24.4. (b) Pfal. 76. 11. Gen. 28. 20, 21, 22. (1)

1 Cor. 7.2, 9. (k) Eph . 4. 28.

regular
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regular Obedience, are ſo far from being

degrees of higher perfection, that they

are ſuperſtitious, (1) and finful ſnares, in

which noChriſtian mayintangle himself.

I.

G

CHAP. XXIV.

Of the Civil Magistrate.

OD, the Supreme Lord, and

King of all the World, hath

ordained Civil (a) Magiſtrates to be un-

derhim, over the People, for his own

Glory, and the publick good ; and to

this end hath armed them with the

Power of the Sword, for defence and

encouragement of them that do good,

-andfor the Punishment of evil doers .

2. It is lawful for Chriſtians to Ac-

cept and Execute the Office of a Magi-

ſtrate, when called thereunto ; in the

management whereof, as they ought ef

(1) Mat. 19. 11. (4) Rom. 13. 1, 2, 3,40

pecially
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pecially to maintain (6) Juſtice, and

Peace, according tothewholeſom Laws

ofeachKingdom, andCommonwealth :

So for that end they may lawfully now

under the New Testament (c) wage

Warupon juſt and neceſſary occafions.

3. Civil Magistrates being set up by

God, for the ends aforesaid, ſubjection

in all lawful things commanded by

them, ought to be yielded by us in the

Lord, not only for Wrath, (d) but for

Confcience-fake; and we ought to make :

Supplications andPrayers forKings, and

all that are in Authority, (e) that under

themwe may live a quiet and peaceable

Life, in all godliness andhonesty.

(b) 2 Sam. 23.3. Pfal.82.3, 4. (c) Luke3.14. (d)

Rom. 13.5, 6, 7. 1 Pet. 2. 17. (e) 1 Tim. 2. 1, 2.

CHAP.
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CHAP. XXV.

Of Marriage.

103

Arriage is to be between one

Man and oneWoman; (a) nei-

ther is it lawful for any Man to have

nore than oneWife, nor for anyWoman

o have more than one Husband at the

ame time.

2. Marriage was ordained for the

nutual help (6) of Husband and Wife,

() for the increase of Mankind with a

egitimate Iffue, and for (d) preventing

Uncleanneſs.

3. It is lawful for (e) all forts of Peo-

le to Marry, who are able with Judg-

ment to give their Conſent; yet it is

he Duty of Christians (f) to Marry in

he Lord; and therefore fuch as profeſs

le true Religion, ſhould not Marry+

(a) Gen. 2.24. Mal. 2.15. Mat. 19.5, 6.

18. (0) Gen. 1. 28. (d) 1 Cor. 7.2, 9 .

3.4. 1 Tim. 4. 13. (f) 1 Cor. 7. 39 .

(b) Gen.

(e)Heb.

1

with
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with Infidels, (g) or Idolaters ; neither

ſhould fuch as are godly be unequally

yoked, by Marrying with fuch as are

wicked in their Life, or maintain dam-

nable Herefie.

4. Marriage ought not to be within

the degrees of Confanguinity (b) or Af-

finity, forbidden in the Word ; nor can

ſuch inceſtuous Marriage ever be made

lawful, by any Law of Man or Con-

fent of Parties, (i) ſo as thoſe Perſonsto

may live together as Man and Wife.

I.

T

CHAP. XXVI.

Of the Church.

HE Catholick or Univerſalo

Church, which (with respect

to the internalwork of the Spirit and

Truth of Grace) may becalled Inviſible,-

(g) Neh. 13. 25, 26, 27. (b) Lev. 18. (i) Mat. 6

18. 1 Cor. 5. 1 .

confifts

10

0

e
0

CH

10

AY
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!

confifts of the whole (a) Number ofthe

Elect, that have been, are, or ſhall be

gathered into one, under Chrift, the

Head thereof; and is the Spouse, the

Body, the Fulness ofHim that filleth all

in all .

2. All Perſons, throughout theWorld,

profeffing the Faith ofthe Gospel, and

Obedience unto God by Chriſt, accor-

ding unto it, not deſtroying their own

Profeffion by any Errors, everting the

foundation, or unholiness of Converfa-

tion, (b) are and may be called viſible

Saints ; (c) and of fuch ought all parti-

cularCongregations tobe conſtituted.

3. The purest Churches under Hea-

ven are ſubject (6) to mixture, and er-

ror; and fome have fo degenerated as

to become (e) no Churches of Chrift,

but Synagogues of Satan; nevertheless

Chrift always hath had, and ever ſhall

(a) Heb. 12. 23. Col. 1. 18. Eph. 1. 10, 22, 23. and

-Chap. 5. 23, 27, 32. (b) 1 Cor. 1.2. Acts 11.26. (c)

Rom. 1. 7. Eph. 1.20,21,22. (d) 1 Cor. 15. Rev. 2 .

andChap. 3. (e) Rev. 18. 2. 2 Theff. 2. 11, 12.

have
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have a (f) Kingdom in this World, to

the end thereof, of fuch as believe in

him, and make Profeſſion of his Name.

4. The Lord Jesus Chriſt is the Head

of the Church, in whom, by the ap-

pointment of the Father, (g) all Power

for the Calling, Inſtitution, Order, or

Government of the Church, is inveſted

in a fupreme and foveraign manner,

neither can the Pope of Rome in any

fence be Head thereof, but is (b) that

Antichriſt, that Man of Sin, and Son

of Perdition, that exalteth himself in

the Church against Chriſt, and all that t

is calledGod; whomthe Lord ſhall de:x

ſtroy with the brightness of his coming. 1

5. In the execution of this Power

wherewith he is ſo intrusted, the Lord

Jeſus calleth, out of the World unto

himſelf, through the Ministry of his

Word, by his Spirit, (i) thoſe that are

(f) Mat. 16. 18. Pfal. 72. 17. and Pfal. 102.28. Rev.

12. 17. ( g) Col. 1. 18. Mat. 28. 19, 12, 20. Eph. 4.

11, 12. (b) 2 Theff. 2. 2.-9. (1) John 10. 16. Chap.

12. 32 .

given
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given unto him, by his Father, that

they may walk before him in all the

(k) ways of Obedience, which he pre-

fcribeth to them in his Word. Those

thus called, he commandeth to walk to-

gether in particular Societies, or (1)

Churches, for their mutual Edifica-

tion, and the due performance of that

publick Worſhip, which he requireth of

them in the World.

6. The Members of theſe Churches

are (m) Saints by calling, viſibly mani-

fefting and evidencing in and by their

profeſſion and walking) their Obedi-

ince unto that call of Christ ; and do

willingly confent to walk together ac-

cording to the appointment of Chrift,

givingup themselves to the Lord, and

one to another, by the Will of God,

(n) in profeſſed ſubjection to the Ordi-

nances of the Gospel.

(k)Mat. 28. 20. (1)Mat. 18.15, 20. (m) Rom. 1.

7. Cor. 1. 2.(n)Acts 2.41,42. Chap. 5. 13, 14.

2Cor. 9.1300
४

7. Το
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7. To each of theſe Churches thus

gathered, according to his Mind, de-

clared in his Word, he hath given all

that (0) Power and Authority, which

is any way needful for their carrying on

that Order in Worship and Diſcipline,

which he hath inftituted for them to

obſerve, with Commands and Rules,

for the due and right exerting, and ex-

ecuting of that Power.

8. A particular Church gathered,

and compleatly Organized according to

the mind of Christ, confifts of Officers

and Members : And the Officers ap.

pointed by Christ to be choſen and fet

apart by the Church (fo called and ga-

thered) for the peculiar Adminiſtration

ofOrdinances, andExecution ofPower,

or Duty, which he intruſts them with,

or calls them to, to be continued to the

end of the World, are (p) Biſhops or

Elders and Deacons.

(0) Mat. 18. 17, 18. 1 Cor. 5.4,4, 5. with ver. 13. 2

Cor. 2. 6, 7, 8. (p) Acts 20. 17, with ver. 28. Phil.

1. I,

4 9. The
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9. The way appointed by Chrift for

the Calling of any Perſon, fitted and

gifted by the Holy Spirit, unto the Of-

at fice of Bishop, or Elder, in a Church,

g is, that he be choſen thereunto by the

if common (q) fuffrage of the Church it

ſelf ; and folemnly fet apart by Faſting

* and Prayer, with Impoſition ofHands

• of the (r) Elderſhip of the Church, if

there be any before Conſtituted there-

in : And of a Deacon (s) that he be cho-

ſen by the like fuffrage, and ſet apart

by Prayer, and the like Impoſition of
Hands.

10. The Workof Paftors being con-

ſtantly to attend the Service of Chrift,

in hisChurches, in the Ministry of the

Word, and Prayer, (t) with Watching,

for their Souls, as they that must give

an account to him; it is incumbent on

the Churches to whom they Minifter,

not only to give them all due reſpect,

4

(9) Acts 14. 23. See the Original, (r) 1Tim.4.14.

(5) Acts 6.3, 5, 6. (t) Acts 6. 4. Heb.13.17.

I

(u) but
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(u)but alſo to communicate to them of

all their good Things, according to

their ability, fo as they may have a

comfortable fupply, without being

themselves (x) entangled in SecularAf-

fairs ; and may alſo be capable of exer-

ciſing (1 ) Hoſpitality towards others ;

and this is required by the (z) Law of

Nature, and by the Expreſs Order of

our Lord Jeſus, who hath ordained,

that they that Preach the Goſpel,ſhould

Live of the Goſpel.

11. Although it be incumbent onthe

Biſhops or Paftors of the Churches, to

be inſtant in Preaching the Word, by

way of Office, yet the Work ofPreach-

ing the Word, is not ſo peculiarly con-

fined to them, but that others alſo (a)

gifted, and fitted by the Holy Spirit

for it, and approved, and calledby the

Church, may, and ought to perform it.

(4) 1 Tim. 5. 17, 18. Gal. 6. 6, 7. (x) 2 Tim. 2.4.

(y) 1 Tim. 3. 2. (z) 1 Cor. 9.6. 14. (a) Acts 11. 19,

20,41, 1 Pet,4. 10, 1

,

12. As
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10

G

ti

1

12. As all Believers are bound to

joyn themselves to particular Churches,

whenand where they have opportuni-

ty ſo to do ; ſo all that are admitted

unto the Priviledges of a Church, are

alſo (b) under the Cenſures and Go-

vernment thereof, according to the

Rule of Chrift.

13. No Church-members, upon any

offence taken by them, having per

formed their Duty required of them

towards the Perſon they are offended

at, ought to disturb any Church- order,

or abſent themselves from the Affem-

blies of the Church, or Adminiſtration

ofany Ordinances, upon the Account of

fuch offence at any oftheir fellow-mem-

bers, butto wait upon Christ, (c) inthe

further proceedingoftheChurch.

14. As each Church, and all the

Members of it, are bound to (d) pray

- continually, for the good and profperi-

(b) 1 Theff. 5. 14. 2 Theff. 3.6 , 14, 15. (c) Matt .

18. 15, 16, 17. Eph.4.2, 3. (d) Eph. 6. 18. Pfal. 121.6

I2
ty

:
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ty of all the Churches ofChrist, in all

Places, and upon all occafions to fur-

ther, (every one within the bounds of

their Places and Callings, in the Exer.

cife of their Gifts and Graces) ſo the

Churches (when planted by theProvi-

dence ofGod ſo as they may enjoy op-

portunity and advantage for it) ought
tohold (e) Communion amongst them-

felves for their Peace, increaſe ofLove

and mutual Edification.

15. In Cafes of difficulties or diffe-

rences, either in point of Doctrine or

Administration ; wherein either the

Churches in general are concerned, or

any one Church in their Peace, Union,

and Edification ; or any Member, or

Members of any Church are injured,

in, or by any proceedings in Cenſures

not agreeable to truth and order : It is

according to the Mind of Chriſt, that

many Churches holding Communion

together, do by their Meſſengers meet

(e) Rom. 14.4,4. 3 John 8,9, 10

to

C

W

fo

na

2
0

1
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to conſider, (f) and give their Advice

in oraboutthat matter in difference, to

be reported to all the Churches con-

cerned ; howbeit theſe Meſſengers af-

fembled, are not entrusted with any

Church-power properly ſo called; or

with any Jurisdiction over the Chur-

ches themſelves, to exerciſe any Cen-

fures either over any Churches, or Per-

ffons ; or (g ) to impoſe their determi-

Of nation onthe Churches or Officers.

C

1.

CHAP. XXVII.

Of the Communion of Saints.

A
toJe-LL Saints that are united

fus Chrift their Head, by his

Spirit, and Faith, although they are

not made thereby one Perſon with him,

# have (a) fellowship in his Graces, Suf-

(f) Acts 15. 2, 4, 6. 22, 23, 25. (g) 2 Cor. 1.

24. 1 John 4. 1. (4) 1 John 1. 3. John 1. 16. Phil. 3..

10. Rom. 6. 52 6.

13 ferings,
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ferings, Death, Reſurrection and Glo-

ry ; and being united to one another in

love, they (b) have Communion in

cach others Gifts, and Graces, and are

obliged to the performance offuchDu-

ties, publick and private, in an order-

lyway, (c) as doconduce to their mu-

tualgood, both in the inwardand out-

wardMan.

2. Saints by Profeſſion, arebound to

maintain anholy Fellowship and Com-

munion inthe Worſhip ofGod, and in

performing ſuch other Spiritual Servi

ces, (d) as tend to their mutual Edifi-

cation; as alſo in relieving each other

in (e) outward things, according to

their feveral Abilities, and Neceffities ; 1

which Communion, according to the

Rule of the Gospel, though eſpecially

to be exerciſed by them, in the Relati-

ons wherein they ſtand, whether in

(6) Eph . 4. 15, 16. 1 Cor. 12. 7. 1 Cor. 3. 21, 22,

23. (c) I Theff. 5. 11, 14. Rom. 1. 12. 1 John 3. 17,

18. Gal, 6. 10. (d)Heb. 10. 24, 25. withChap. 3. 12,

13. (6)As 12. 29, 30.

(f) Fa-
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(f) Families, or (g ) Churches, yet as

God offereth opportunity, is to be ex-

tended to all the Household of Faith,

at even all thoſe who in every place call

Dupon the Name of the Lord Jeſus ;

nevertheless their Communion one

with another as Saints, do not take a-

way, or ( b) infringe the Title or Pro-

perty which each Man hath in his

Et Goods and Poffeffions.

CHAP. XXVIII.

OfBaptism andthe Lord'sSupper.

B

2

51. Aptifm and the Lord's Supper,

are Ordinances of pofitive and

ſoveraign Inſtitution, appointed by the

Lord Jeſus the onlyLaw-giver, to be

continued in his Church (a) to the end

- of the World.

(f) Eph. 6.4. (g) 1 Cor. 12. 14, 27. (b)Acts 5. 4.

Eph. 4. 28. (a) Matth. 28. 19, 20. 1 Cor. 11. 26.
2. Theſe
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2. Theſe holy Appointments are to

be adminiſtred by thoſe only, who are

qualified, and thereunto called accord-

ing (6) to the Commiffion of Chrift.

I.

CHAP. ΧΧΙΧ.

OfBaptism.

Baptism isan ordinance of theNew Testament, ordained by

Jeſus Chriſt, to be unto the Party bap-

tized, a Sign of his fellowship with him,

inhis Death (a) and Refurrection ; of

his being engrafted into him ; of (6)

Remiffion of Sins ; and of his (c) giv

ing up unto God, through Jeſus Chrift,

to liveand walk in newness of Life.

2. Those who do actually profeſs

(d) Repentance towards God, Faith

in, and Obedience to our Lord Jeſus,

(b)Matt. 28. 19. 1 Cor. 4. 1. (a) Rom. 6. 3. 4, 5.

Col. 2. 12. Gal. 3.27. (b) Mark 1. 4. Acts 26. 16.

(c)Rom.6. 24. (d) Mark 16. 16. Acts 8. 37, 38..

are

Ог
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are the only proper Subjects of this
Ordination.

3. The outward Element, to be u-

fed in this Ordinance, (e) is Water,

wherein the Party is to be baptized,

in theName of the Father, and of the

Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

4. Immerfion, orDippingofthe Per-

fon (f) in Water, is neceſſary to the

due Adminiſtration ofthis Ordinance.

CHAP. XXX.

Of the Lord's Supper.

THE Supper

:

ofthe Lord Jeſus,

was inſtituted by him, the

fameNight wherein he wasbetrayed,

tobe obſerved in his Churches unto the

end of the World, for the perpetual re

membrance, and ſhewing forth the

(e) Matt. 28. 19, 20. with Acts 8. 38. (f) Matt. 3 .

16. John 3.23 .

Sacri-
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Sacrifice of himselfin his Death, (a)

Confirmation of the Faith of Belie

vers in all the Benefits thereof, their

ſpiritual Nourishment, and Growth in

him, their further ingagement in, and

to all Duties which they owe unto

him; (6) and tobe aBond and Pledge of

their Communion with him, and with
each other.

2. In this Ordinance Chriſt is not

offered up to his Father, por any real

Sacrifice made at all for Remiſſion of

Sin, of the Quick or Dead, but onlya

Memorial of that (c) one offering up

of himself, by himself, upon the Croſs,

once for all ; and a Spiritual Oblation

ofall (d) poffible Praiſe unto God for

the fame. So that the Popish Sacrifice

ofthe Maſs (as they callit) is moſt a-

bominable, injurious to Chrift'sown on-

ly Sacrifice, the alone Propitiation for

all the Sins of the Elect.

(a) 1 Cor. 11. 23, 24, 25, 26. (6) 1 Cor. 10. 16, 17,

21. (c)Heb. 9. 25, 26, 28. (d) 1 Cor. 11. 24. Matt.

26.26. 27.

3. The

re
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3. The Lord Jeſus hath in this Or-

dinance, appointed his Minifters to

Pray, and Bleſs the Elements of Bread

and Wine, and thereby to fet them a-

part from a common to an holy Ufe,

and to take and break the Bread; to

take the Cup (e) and (they communi-

cating alſo themselves) to give both to

the Communicants.

4. The denial of the Cup to the

People, worſhipping theElements, the

lifting them up, or carrying them a-

bout for adoration, and referving them

for any pretended religious Ufe, (if)

are all contrary to the Nature of this?

Ordinance, and to the Inſtitution of

Chrift.

5. The outward Elements in this

Ordinance, duly ſet apart to the Ufes

ordained by Chrift, have fuch relation

tohim crucified, as that truly, although

in terms uſed figuratively, they are !

(e) 1 Cor. 11. 23 , 24, 25, 26, &c. (f):Mate )

26, 27, 28. Matt. 15. 9. Exod. 20. 4, 5.

fometimes
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ſometimes called by the Name of the

things they repreſent, to wit, the (g )

Body and Blood of Chritt, albeit in

Subſtance and Nature, they ſtill re-

main truly and only (6) Bread and

Wine, as they were before.

6. The Doctrine which maintains a

change of the ſubſtance ofBread and

Wine, into the ſubſtance of Chrift's

Body and Blood (commonly called

Tranſubſtantiation) by Confecration of

a Prieft, or by any other way, is repug-

nant not to Scripture (i) alone, but e-

ven to common Sense and Reaſon, o-

verthroweth the (k) Nature of the Or-

dinance, and hath been, and is the

cauſe of manifold Superſtitions, yea,

groſs Idolatries.

of

7.Worthy Receivers, outwardly par.

taking of the viſible Elements in this

Ordinance, do then alſo inwardly, by

Faith, really and indeed, yet not car-

(g) 1 Cor. 11. 27. (b) 1 Cor. 11. 26. & Ver. 28.

(i) Acts 3. 21. Luke 24. 6. &Ver. 39. (k) 1 Cor. 11.

24, 250

nally
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nally and corporally, but ſpiritually re-

ceive, and feed upon Chriſt crucified,

(1) and all the Benefits of his Death ;

the Body and Blood of Chriſt being

then not corporally or carnally, but ſpi-

ritually preſent tothe Faith ofBelievers

in that Ordinance, as the Elements

themſelves are to their outward Senſes.

8. All ignorant and ungodly Perſons,

as they are unfit to enjoyCommunion

(m) with Chriſt, ſo are they unworthy

of the Lord's Table, and cannot, with-

out great Sin against him, while they

remain ſuch, partake of theſe Holy

Mysteries, (n) or be admitted there-

unto : Yea, whosoever ſhall receive un-

worthily, are guilty of the Body and

Blood of the Lord, eating anddrinking

Judgment to themselves.

(1) 1 Cor. 10. 16. ch. 11.23,-26. (m) 2 Cor.

6. 14, 15. (n) 1 Cor. 11. 29. Matth. 7.6.

K
CHAP.
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CHAP. ΧΧΧΙ.

Of the State of Man after Death, and of

theRefurrection of the Dead.

T
HE BodiesofMenafter Death

return to Duft, (a) and fee

Corruption ; but their Souls, ( which

neither die nor fleep) havingan immor-

tal Subſiſtence, immediately (6) return

to God who gave them: The Souls of

the Righteous being then made perfect

in Holiness, are received into Paradiſe,

where they are with Christ, and behold

the Face of God, in Light (c) andGlo-

ry, waiting for the fullRedemption of

their Bodies ; and the Souls of the

Wicked are caſt into Hell, where they

reınain in Torment and utterDarkness,

reſerved to (d) the Judgement of the

(a) Gen. 3. 19. Acts 13. 36. (b) Eccl. 12. 7.

(c) Luke 23.43. 2 Cor. 5. 1, 6, 8. Phil. 1. 23. Heb.

12. 23. (d) Jude 6. 7. 1 Pet. 3. 9. Luke 16.23, 24.

Great
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Great Day ; beſides theſe two Places,

for Souls ſeparated from their Bodies,

the Scripture acknowledgeth none..

2. At the Last Day, ſuch of the

Saints as are found alive, ſhall not fleep,

but be (e) changed; and all the dead

ſhall be raiſed up with the ſelf-fameBo--

dies, and (f) none other ; although

with different (g) Qualities,which ſhall

be united again to their Souls for ever.

3. The Bodies of the unjuſt ſhall,

by the Power of Chrift, be raiſed to

diſhonour; the Bodies of the juſt, by

his Spirit, unto honour, (b) and be

made conformable to his own glorious

Body.

(e) 1 Cor. 15. 51, 52. 1 Theff. 4 17. (f) Job 19 .

29, 27. (g) 1 Cor. 15. 42, 43. (b) Acts 24. 15.

John 5. 28, 29. Phil. 3. 21 .

K. 21 CHAP.
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CHAP. ΧΧΧΙΙ.

1

Of the LastJudgment.

OD hath appointed a Day

wherein he will judge the

World in Righteouſneſs, by (a) Jeſus

Chrift; to whom all Power and Judg-

ment is given of the Father ; in which

Day not only the (6) Apoftate Angels

ſhall be judged, but likewise all Per-

fons that have lived upon the Earth,

ſhall appear before the Tribunal of

Chrift, (c) to give an Account of their

Thoughts, Words and Deeds, and to

receive according to what they have

done in the Body, whether Good or

Evil.

2. TheEnd of God's appointing this

Day, is, for the Manifestation of the

(a) Acts 17. 31. John 5. 22, 27. (6) 1 Cor. 6. 3 .

Jude 6. (c) 2 Cor. 5. 10. Eccl. 12. 14. Mat. 12. 36.

Kom. 14. 10, 12. Mat. 25. 32, &c.

Glory
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Glory of his Mercy, in theEternal Sal

vation of the Elect; (d) and of his

Juſtice, in the Eternal Damnation of

the Reprobate, who are wicked and

diſobedient ; for then ſhall the Righ-

teous go into Everlasting Life, and re-

ceive that Fulneſs of Joy and Glory,

with Everlasting Reward, in the Pre-

fence (e) of the Lord: But the Wick-

ed, who know notGod, and obey not

the Gospel of Jeſus Chriſt, ſhall be caft

into Eternal Torments, and (f) pu-

niſhed with Everlasting Deſtruction,

from the Prefence of the Lord, and

from the Glory of his Power.

3. As Chrift would have us to be

certainly perſwaded, that there ſhall

be a Day of Judgment, both (g) to

deter all Men from Sin, and for the

greater (g) Confolation of the Godly,

in their Adverſity, fo will he havethat

(d) Rom. 9. 22, 23.

4.8. (f) Mat. 25. 46.

8, 9, 10. (g) 2 Cor. 5.

6,7

(e) Mat. 25. 21, 34. 2 Tim.

Mark 9. 48. 2Theff. 1. 7,

10. 11. (6) z Theff. 1. 5,

Day
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Day unknown to Men, that they may

ſhake off all carnal Security, and be

always watchful, becauſe they know

not at what Hour the (i) Lord will

come, and may ever be prepared to

fay, (k) Come, Lord Jefus, come quickly.

Amen.

(2) Mark 13, 35, 36, 37. Luke 13.35,36. (k) Rev.

22, 20.
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