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CONFESSION

OF FAITH

Ofſeven Congregations or Chur-

ches ofChriſt inLONDON, whichnich

arecommonly (butuniuftly)called/Anabaptifts.
PUBLIS HED

Forthevindicationofthe Truth, and informati-

on oftheignorant ; likewiſe forthe taking offof

thoſealperſions which are frequentlyboth

inPulpit andPrint unjustlycaſt uponthem.

Butthis Iconfeffeunto thee, that after the waywhich they call berefie, ſo

werſhip I theGodofmyFathers,belevingallthingsthat are writtenin

theLaw andtheProphets,andhirvehope towardsGod, whichthey them-

ſelvesalso allow,that thereshallbe arefurrection ofdead both ofthejust

andunjust. Acts 24. 14, 15.

Forwe cannotbut speak thethingsthat wehavefeen andbeard,Acts 4.20.

IfIhave spoken evill,bearwitneſſe ofthe evill ; but ifwell, whySmitestthou

me? John 18.23.

Blessed areyee when men revileyou, and ſay all mannerof evill against you

falflyfor myfake. Rejoyce,&c. Matth.11.12 . & 19.29.

Theſecond Impreſſion correctedandenlarged.

PublishedaccordingtoOrder.

London printed byMatth. Simmons andaretobeſoldbyJohn

Hancock inPopes-headAlley. 1646.
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TO THE RIGHT HONO-

rable the Lords, Knights, Citi-

zens and Burgeſſes inParliament

affembled.

RightHonorable and mostNoblePatriots,

diedtothe

Parliament.

leysBookde-

Nas much as there hath been a DoForFeat-

Booklately preſentedunto you,

inwhoſeDedicatoryEpiſtlethere

aremanyhainous accuſationsun-

justly and falfly laid againſt us,

weconceivedit neceſſary tomake

ſome declaration ofour innocency, and (to that

end)humbly topreſent untoyour view this our

Confeſſion of Faith : Here wee unfainedly de-

clare,what inourhearts wee judge, and whatwee

teach,and accordingtothis Rule wee defire and

endevour,through thegrace ofGod, to lead our

lives. ThisConfeſſionofour Faith we ſend forth

toſpeakthetruth forus,and ſotomakeour inno-

cencytoappeare; defiringthatthe ſamelightmay

guideothersalſo to the ſame wayoftruth andof

obedienceboth toGod and totheMagistrate,who
A2 is

A
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THE EPISTLE DEDICATORIE.

istheMinister ofGod to us for good. Wehope

yourHonours willpermitus to ſpeak with mo-

deſtyin our juſtdefence. And whenanyfhal pro-

vokeyou to liftupa hand againſt us, wee define

youmayferiouslyconſiderGamalielscounſel inAds

5.Wetakenothought for our ſelves, fortheLord

ourGod is al ſufficient ;but wee defireand pray

thatyou maydoenothing against Chriſt, nether

in his members, nor in his ordinances, that there

maybeno wrath uponyou fromthe Lord , but

that you knowing the innocent and protecting

themaccordingtothewilofGod,mayfortheſame

befamousuntoallgenerations,andthememoriall

ofyournamesmaybe pretiotis among the Saints

till the coming ofKing leſus .

1.

To the judicious and impartiall

READER.

COURTEOUS READER ;

Iis no wonder ifitseemestrange to thee , that wee should

publish a confeffion ofour faith,who arefrequently termed
to be Heretiques and Schifinatiques, andwhat not,

thongb unjufily ; neither is it any discouragement unto

us, though this fect (as they call theAnabaptifts ) is a 28. 223

every where ſpoken againft, and in that we are chirg-

ed(forChrisisNamefake)withthesame things our Lord Jesus Chrift, und

bisApostles were accused of; it's a mercy,in bonour,andacomfort untour,

whenwe rememberwhatourLordhathfudunto ww,blefled areyewhen Mar 5.2

menſhall revileyou, andperfetreyou, and ſayallmanner ofevill

falfly, for my fake; Plejoyceandne exceeding glad, for great is your

rewardin heaven,for fo perfecuted they the Prophets thatwere be-

foreyou. The Diſciple is not above his Maſter,nor the ſervant above

: hisLord ; it's enough for the Disciple that he be as his Maſter, and

theſervant ashisLord. Ifthey havecalled theMasterofthehouſe Mat.10.24,15

Belzebub,howmuch more thail theycallthem ofhis houſhold?Ifthe

worldhate you,yee know that it hated mebefore it hatedyou: ifyee

wereoftheworld, theworldwould loveher owne, but becauſe ye

arenot ofthe world,but I have choſenyou out oftheworld,cherfore

28. 30,31.

theworld hatethyou. Thefervantisnotgreater then the Lord; if Joh 15.18,19,

theyhaveperfecuted me, theywill alfoperfecuteyou,&c. Alltheſe 20, 21.

things willtheydoeuntoyou formyNamesfake,becauſetheyknow SeeActs 21 .

nothimhimthattentme; Yea, andall that will livegodly-in Christ je &

fus thallauffer perfecution;butrejoyce în asmuch asyeeareparta- aTim, 3. 12.

kers ofChrifts fufferings, thatwhenhisgloryfhallbe revealed, yee 1Pet. 4. 13.

may be cladalſowith exceeding joy .

14.22.

OurLordJesus was accused to be aſedtious and mutinous fellow: Luk 85,25.

Paulwas calledapeſtilentfellow,and amover ofſedition,anda ring- Acts 24.1.5

leaderofthe feet oftheNazarens; Saying,Awaywithſuchafellow, A83-1817
tur





To the Reader. TotheReader.

foritisnotfithe ſhouldlive ; Saying,Thisfellowperſwadethmento

worshipGodcontrary to theLaw : andour LordJesus Christwasas-

I.uk. 23 2.14. cused ofpervertingthe people ,and forbidding togivetribute toCz-

Mat.15.1.to9 far; and that he andhis Diſciples did teach novelties, and brake the

traditions oftheElders. Christwas accused tohave aDevill, and to
Joh. 10. 20.

Act.36.24,25 bemad,saying to the people,Whydoeyee hearehim?Paulwasesteemed

A4.17.18,19. tobemad: also theysaid,Whatwillthisbablerſay?Andthat he taught

Mark, 14.64. newdo&rine: and Christ was accused toſpeakeblafphemy, andthey

all condemned him to beguilty ofdeath. So fome are offended at us

for meeting in houses topreach, and would have w punishedfor it ; not-

withstanding, itwasCbriftandhisApostlespractice todoefo, whoseexam-

Mat. 5. 1.2. ple weare tofollow. Chriſt taughtupon amountaine, and inaſhip.

Paulpressbedfromhouse to house; also theChurchmet together inan
& 13.2.

Αθς 20. 20.

&2.3.

AR.113.15,16 upper.roome,wherePeterpreached;andPaulpreached,andconver-

tedLydisbytheRiver ſide;theDiſciples met togetherin the night

Act.16.12.14. inanupperroome;Paulpreachedtwoyearesinanhiredhouſe,and

A. 20.7,8,9. receivedallthatcameuntohim. Ifhebadlivedin theſe dayesanddone

A&.28-30,31. So, it'stobe fearedfome wouldb.sve petitioned against him: Sofome accuse

Aις7. 48.

: Pet. 2. 4, ٢٠

us tobe disturbers ofthepeaceofthe Common-wealth ; yet all thatknow

usoan teftifiefor us,that wee meet together anddepart in apeaceableman-

ner: AndfromActs 17.5,6,7. it will appeare, what persons they were

shat disturbedthepublickpeace,it'sfitfiuchperſonsſhould be takennoticeof

andaccordinglypunished.

So we are blamed,because wefrequent not theirTemples; wedare not

A&.17.24,25. trust in lyingwords,ſaying,TheTempleofthe Lord,theTempleof

1Cor.3.16. theLordare theſe ; weknowthemoſt Highdwelleth not inTemples

1Cor. 6.3.19. madewithhands ;andthatweeare theTemple of the livingGod;

Joh.4.20.&c. andthat our bodies are theTemples oftheholyGhost; and that
Chrifts Church is not built with deadstones. Andbecause there are but a

fewofus,someconceivewearein an error,andthat the leaft numbershould

Acts 14.16. yeeldto thegreater; thenitfeemes, ifthe numberofthePapistsorAtheists

Exod.23.2. exceedthe number ofthe Protestants, they mustforsake theirReligion.God

1King.23-6,7, intimespaſt ſuffered allNations towalkeintheirownwayes; there

wasbut onetrue Prophetto400falſe. After threeyesres preachingandΑθς1.14,15.

Luk. 12. 32.14 working miracles byChrist, there wasbut aſmallnumber: Chrift eals bis,
Mat-7.13,14. alittleflocke: theScripturedeclares the greatest number followed after

Rev.13.7.16. thebeast.Alsothosethat preach amongst us, are eficemedas theApofiles

17. were, tobe unlearnedand ignorantmen.Apollowas inftructedmore

A.1,2,3.16 perfectlyinthewayofGodbyAquila, a tradesman, andPriscilla his

wife:

&c.

Αθε 4. 13 .

Ioh. 9.23.

26.

John 17.31.

18.

wite: but the Scripturefaith;Asevery manhath received thegift, Pet.4.70,11.

evenſominifterthe ſameonetoanother,asgoodStewardsofthema- See1Cor.143.

nifold grace ofGod. AlsoSomesay ofus, that wee be offeverallfelts, and Luke23. 12.

thatweecannot agree amongourſelves. Pilate andHerodagreed together seeICor.1.10,

tocrucifieChrift ; weedare not agree as theJewesdid, thatifanydid

confeſſe that JeſuswastheChriſt, he ſhouldbe put out ofthe Syna-

gogue.TheunionChristprayedfor, we defire, andforsuchanagreement as

agreethnot with the truth, we maynot agree unto,therefore we defire itnot;

yet thePædobaptiftsdiffer more amongthemselvesthen we dee, andifthis Eph.4.3.to 19.

sbeir reason bave anyftrength in is , it is against themselves : theseverall

feltsofPrædobaptifts, bePapifts,Arrians,Neftorians,Pelagians,Do-

natifts,Eutychians,Grecians,Lutherans,Arminians,Epiſcopans,Ni-

colaites,Calvinifts,Zuinglians,Huflites,andabove twenty otherfeverall

felts, whichare allbaptizers ofinfarts, andnotwithstanding, for other

points, areall aſunder,andhaveallrent onefrom another, therefore wefind Mac.7. 3. 4.5.

them tofollow the counsell ofChrist.

AstheWatchmendealt with the Spouse ofChrift, in berseekingberbe- Song3. 2.5.

loved,so they deale withus, theyfindingus out ofthat common and broad with 5, 6, 7.

:

waythemselves walkein, theyſmite us, and takeawayour waile, and vaile

us withreproaches, andodios names ; to incense all, bothgoodandbad,u-

gainstus, thatweemay appeare vile in the eyes andhearts ofallthatbehold

us,orshallbeare ofus,which they indeavour to doe,both in Pulpitandprint, Acts 16. 10,

notfearingto charge us,withholdingfree-will,fallingfromgrace, denying

election, originellfin,childrensfalvation, the oldTestament,andmenspro-

prietie in their eftates, andcensuringall tobedamned thatarenot ofour

judgement andpractice; allwhich weedisclaime, because they areuntrue.

Andas for the otherthings , whereof weeare accused, weereferrethosewhe

defirefurtherfatisfaction to the answers ofthem*: yet by reason ofthema- "In a ſmall

myaccufationsthatare
Treatife, in-

tituled,Briefe

whereof we are accused,yet the generalitie of the people are incensed against confiderations

us,and are incouraged,andfet on bysuch, toſeckout theplace ofour meet- onD' Featly

ings, whichare the moreprivate, not because they are private, but because bis Boot, inci-
wee bave not any more publickeplaces; but ifanyshall please toprocure us tuled,Thedip-

largerplaces to meet in, wee are willingto imbrace them with thank- per dipt, by

fulneſſe andjoy, although no manſhouldspeakfor us tothose in authoritie, chardson.

fromwhom one wordwere enough toprotectus,from the violence we should

besubject unto ;but as it wasthen,Acts 17.5, 6, 7.foit is now;jet must as17. 5,6,7

wee beareallthe blame;but ourGodwill inbis time cleare our innocency,al-

thoughnow manystandlooking uponus&apeople(boldingsuchthings)not

upon us, although they cannot prove the things Treaticast upon

more

worthy

Samuel Ri-





To the Reader.
1

Jude 14 15.

aThef.8.

sworthy to live, and are indanger by the rude multitude gathering together

10fione us: indbad it been against ourperfons onely,we wouldhave held our

prace, and committedour cause toGod; but confidering it is the truth that

weprofile that fuffers,we may not,nor darenot be neuters in matters offo

high anature, bur come in andspeakto the help of the Lord against the

mighty.

Therefore tofreeourſelves, and the truth weprofeſs,fromsuch unjust afper-

fions,that itmay beat liberty,though we be in bonds, wee bavepublished a

briefeconfeffion ofourFaith, (which weconceive moſt void ofcontention in

besefadand troublesome times) the thoughts ofour hearts as inthepresence

ofGod weeheredeclare that it may appeareto the consciences ofthemthat

feareGod,what wrongwesufferfromsome who haveability to caft mists,

anddarkclouds, which overshadow the glory ofthe truth , and them that

profeffe it. Andalthough they acknowledge with us, that the truth is not

fullydiscovered,yet they will tie allfature discovery to aformerlight,andcon-

ceive theydoe wellinſo doing. But Godwill by bis truth few their error,

and exaltJesus Christ the chiefe corner.Stone,which thebuildersſo much re-

jelt. And leftthisshould be thought tobethejudgement ofSomeparticular

persons, this is doneby the confent andappointment ofseven Congregations

orChurches in London, with the names ofsome ofeach of themsubscribed

in thebebalfe ofthe whole. Andalthough wee bee distinct inour meetings,

for conveniency;yet are we one infaith,fellowship,and communionholding

Jesus ChriftforourHead&Law-giver, under whose Ruleandgovernment

wedesire to walke,and tofollow the Lamb wberefoever be goeth, that when

our Lordand Kingſhall call us to account, we may befoundready andwor-

thy to be receivedinto our Mastersjoy. Untillwhich time we desire tospend

thesefew dayes wehave here to remain, to the glory ofGod,the honour ofthe

Gospel,the Saints comfort,and our Countries good, to our own account at

thegreat day whenChrifi shall come in flamingfire, taking vengeance on

themthat knownotGod, andthat obey not theGospel of our Lord Jesus

Chrift.

Subscribed by us in the behalfe ofseven Congregations or Churches of

Cbrift in London.As alsobya French Congregation ofthe samejudgement.

ThomasGunne, John Spilsbery,

JohnMabbit. Samuel Richardfon

ThomasMunden WilliamKiffen .

GeorgeTipping. Thomas Patient.

PaulHobſon. Benjamin Cockes.

(ThomasGoare. Thomas Kilikop.

Hanſerd Knollys Denis leBarbier.

Thomas Holms. ChriſtophleDurer.

To

A

CONFESSION OF FAITH

ofſeven Congregations orChur-

ches of Chriſt in London , which are

commonly (though unjustly) called

ANABAPTIST 5 .

I.

HeLord ourGod is but one God, whoſe

ſubſiſtence is in himselfe ;whoſeeffence

cannotbecomprehendedbyanybuthim-

ſelfe;whoonlyhath immortalitie, dwel-

ling in the lightwhich no man canap-

proach unto;who is inhimſelſe moſt

a1 Cor. 8. 6.

Elay 44. 6.

Chap 46.9.

Exod.3.14.

Fray43.15.

Plal.147.5.

Deut.32. 3.
FJob36. 5.

Jer. 10-12

Αθις17, 28.

Tim 6,16.

holy,every way 'infinite, in 'greatneſſe, &wisdome,

power, love ; 'mercifull and gracious, long-ſuffering Exod.34.6.7.

andaburidant ingoodneſſe andtruth,whogiveth being,

moving, and prefervation toallcreatures.

II.

In this divineand infinitebeing,there is the Father,
the Word, andthe holySpirit,each havingthewhole

divine deſſence , yet the eſſence undivided ;all infinite

without anybeginning,therefore but oneGod,whois

nottobedivided innature,andbeing, but diftinguiſhed

by ſeverall peculiar relative properties .
111.

Rem.11.36.

Johor..
Chap. 15,26

Exod.3.14.

1Cor.3.6.

1 1. 38

Efa.46. 10.

Ephef.4. 11.
Rom. 11. 33.

Pfal115-3.
b

Godhath decreed in himſelfebefore the world was

concerningallthings, whether neceſſary, accidentall

or voluntary , with allthe circumstances ofthem,to

worke,diſpoſe, andbringabout allthings according to & ..
Pfal. 33.15

the 1 Sam.10.9.20B
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1. Confeßion of Faith. AConfeßion ofFaith.
Pro,21.6.

Exod.21. 13 .
thecounſellofhisownwill, tohisglory: (yet without.

Pro. 16.33. being theAuthorof fin, orhavingfellowshipwithany
Pfal. 144.

Eſa. 45. 7.

Jer. 14. 21.

Mat.6.28.30.
Col 1.16,17 ."

Nu.23.19,20

Rom 3.4.

Jer. 10. 10.

Eph.1.45
Jud.4. 6.

Pro.16,40

Gen.1.1.

Col 1.16.

Efa.45. 12.

Cop

therein) in which appeares his wisdome in difpofing all

things, unchangeableneſſe, power, and faithfulneſſe in

accomplishing his decrce : andGod hath before the

foundation ofthe world, foreordained ſomemento

eternall life , through Jefus Chriſt, to the praise and

gloryofhisgrace; leavingthe reſt intheir fin to their

juſt condemnation,tothepraiſe ofhis juſtice.
IV.

Inthe beginningGodmade all things verygood;

createdmanafterhis own image, filled with all meet

Cars, perfection ofnature,andfreefromall fin;but longbe
46. abodenot in this honour,Satanuſingthe ſubtiltyofthe

Ecclef.7.29. Serpenttoſeduce firſt Eve,thenbyher ſeducingAdam;

or whowithout anycompulfion, in eating the forbidden2Cor. 11. 3.

* Tim. 3.14.

Gal.3. 22

sRom. 5.12.

18,19.
Chap. 6. 22,

Ephef. 2. 3.

*Job38.11.

1.

fruit, tranſgreſſedthecommandofGod,andfell,where-

by'deathcameuponallhis poſterity,whonowarecon-

ceivedin fin,andby nature thechildrenofwrath,the fer-

vantsof fin, the ſubjects of death, andother miſeries in

thisworld,and for ever, unieſſe the Lord JesusChrift

fetthem free.

V.

Godinhisinfinite power and wisdome , doth dif-
Ek4610,

poſeallthings totheend forwhichtheywere created,

Ecclef3.14. thatneithergoodnorevillbefals anybychance,orwith-

Mace 29, outhis providence; Andthat whatsoever befals the

Exod. 11.13.30. Elect, isbyhis appointment, for hisglory, and their

good.Pro.16.33.

dRom.8.28.

Jer. 31.3.

Chap. 2-4.9

VI.

AlltheEletbeing lovedofGodwith an everlast-

Ephef1.3.7 ing love, are redeemed, quickned, andſaved,notby

themſelves,northeir owneworkes,leſt any man ſhould

boast, butonelyandwholly byGod,ofhis free grace

وو

λάνες. 38.
Cor. J.

and

ler.23.6.

and mercy throughJeſusChriſt,who ismadeuntous der.9. 13, 24

byGod, wiſdome,righteouſneſſe, ſanctification , and diCor.1.30,31

redemption, andallinall,thathethat rejoyceth, might

rejoyce inthe Lord.

VII .

Heb. 5. 9.

byThef.1.8.

And this is life eternall,thatwe mightknow him the aIsh. 17. 3.

onelytrueGod, and Jeſus Chriſt whomheehath ſent.

And onthecontrary,theLordwill render vengeance onthe

in flaming fire, tothemthat knownot God, and obey

nottheGofpellofJeſus Chriſt.

VIII.

Mac. 15.9. 6.

The rule of this knowledge, faith, andobedience,

concerningtheworſhipofGod, inwhich is contained

thewholedutyofman, is (not mens lawes,orunwrit Col.2.83.

tentraditions,but) onely theword ofGod contained

in theholy Scriptures , inwhich isplainly recorded bIoh.5.39.

whatfoever is needfullforustoknow,beleeve, andpra-

Aife, whicharethe onely rule ofholineſſe and obedi- Efa.8, 10.

ence for all Saints,atalltimes, in all places to beeob- Ads3. 22,13.

ſerved.

IX.

2Tim. 3. 15,16,

17.

Gal. 1. 8,9.

Gen.3. 15.

49. 10.

Chap. 33.

&9.24, 25,26.

1.1,2,3.Heb.1.

cGal.4.4.dMeb.

7.14.Rev.5.5.

TheLord Jesus Chriſt, ofwhom Mofes and the

Prophetswrote,theApoßlespreached,hee is the Son

ofGod,thebrightneſſeofhisglory,&c. bywhomhee

made the world, who upholdeth and governeth all bPro.1. 33.Loha

thingsthat hehathmade,whoalſowhenthe fulneffe Gale

oftimewas come,wasmadeofawoman, of the Tribe withGen

ofJudah,ofthefeedofAbrahamandDavid; towit,of 10.Rom.1.3.&

thevirginMary,the holy Spirit comingdown upon with Luke3-3

her,thepowerofthe moſt High over-shadowing her, 53.3.4.5.Heb+

andhewasalſo temptedas weare, yetwithårſin.

2

X.

9.10.Match.1.16

3.23.

15.

•JeſusChriſt ismadethe Mediatorofthe newand Tim.2. 3.

everlastingCovenant ofgracebetweenGod andMan, John
B ever

Heb.9. 15.

John14.6.





AConfeßion ofFaith. AConfefsionof Faith.

6 га.9.6, 7.

•Prov.8.23 .

12.42.6.& 49.15

&61.1,2. with

Luke4.19, 22.

evertobe perfectly and fullythe Prophet, Priest,and

KingoftheChurchofGodforevermore.
XI.

Untothis office hewasappointedby Godfromever-

lafting,and in reſpect ofhismanhood,from the womb

called,feparated,and anointed moſt fullyandabundant-

loha1.14.16. & lywithallgifts neceſſary,Godhaving without meaſure
3-34-

powredouthis Spiritupon him.
XII 1

Concerninghis Mediatorſhip, the Scripture holds

•Heb.5 4,5,6. forth Chriſts call to his office: For none takes this

honouruponhim,but hethatis called of God as was

Aaron, it being an action ofGod,wherebya ſpeciall

promiſebeing made,heordainshis Son tothis office ;

whichpromiſe is, thatChriſt ſhouldbemadeaſacrifice

bas3-10 11. for finne,thatheſhouldfeehis feed,and prolong his

dayes,and thepleaſure oftheLordſhallprofper in his

hand, allofmeer free and abfolutegracetowards Gods

elest, andwithout anycondition foreſeene in them to

procureit.

cIohn3.16.

Rom8.33.

Tim 25. Meb.

XIII.

ThisofficetobeeMediator, that is, to beeProphet,

Prieft,andKingofthe Church ofGod, isſoproper, to

2.33.John 14.6. Chriſt,that neither in wholeorany part thereof, it

DanAds 4.12. Luke

aDott. 15,

with Aas 3. 11.

13. bHeb.3.1 .

&4-11.15.

cPfal.z.6.

d1Cor. 5. 20.

Acts16.1

eCol.1.21

fJohn168.

Cant.1.3.1.h.

:

cannotbetransferred fromhimto any other.

XIV,

This office towhichChriſt is called, is threefold, as

a Prophet, Prieft, and King: this number andorder

ofoffices is neceſſary, for in reſpect ofour ignorance,

we stand in needof his Propheticalloffice.And in re-

ſpectofourgreat alienationfromGod, wee need his
c

3 Pial. 110.31 Priestlyofficeto reconcile us :and inreſpect of oura-

verſneſſe andutter inability to returnto God,weeneed

Thiskingly office, to 'convince, & fubdue, draw, up-

holdand preferveus tohis heavenly Kingdome.

i

XV.

&17.8.Deut.12.

bMat.33 10.

cHeb 3.1.

Concerning theprophefie ofChriſt,it isthatwhere-

by hee hath revealedthewill ofGod, whatsoever is aTohn1.18&

needfull for his ſervantstoknow and bobey ; andthere- 12.49.50.215.

fore he is called not onely a Prophet and Dostor ,

and the Apostle of our profeſſion, andthe dAn-

gel of the covenant, but alſo the very wisdomeof Mal

God, in whom are hid all the treaſures ofwisdome and Col.3.3.

knowledge,whofor evercontinueth revealing the fame

truthoftheGoſpeltohis people.
XVI

e Cor.1.24

Heb.1,1

That heemightbee aProphet every waycompleat,

itwas neceſſaryhee ſhouldbeeGod, and alfo that hee Ads3.22,with
ſhouldbeman: for unleſſe he hadbeenGod, hecould Deut.18.15.

never have perfectlyunderstoodthe will ofGod; and

unleſſe hehadbeenman,hee couldnot futalfutably have un- That Jefus

foldedit inhisown perſonto men
Chriſt isGod,
wonderfull

clearly expreſſedin the Scriptures: he is called,The mighty God, 96.ThayWord wasGod,

Job.c.1.Chriftwho isGodaver all.Rom.95.Godmanifefted inthe Aeth, Tim3.1.The fame is
vetyGod, John5.20.He is the first Rev.s.8.hegives being toallthings,andwithout himwasno-

thingmade,John1.2. heforgiveth fins,Matth. 9.6. heis beforeAbraham, Ich 8, 18.hewasand

is,andeverwillbethe fameHob.13 8.he is alwayeswithhis tothe endoftheworld,Mat. 28.10.

whichcouldnotbefaid of lefusChrift, ifhewerenorGod.And to the Sonne he farth,Thy
Throne, O God,is for ever and ever, Heb.1. 8. Jobu 1. 18.

Alſo,Chrift isnotonelyperfe&lyGod,butperfect Man madeofawoman,Gal. 4. 4. made of

thefeed ofDavid.Rom. 1.3.Comingout oftheloyns ofDavid, AltsAfee and Judah

Acts1.3.23. Inthatthe children were partakers ofA thandblond, hee himſelfe likewife took

partwiththem.Heb. 2.14. hetook noton bias thenature ofAngels,but the feedof Abraham, v.
16. Sothatwearebone ofhishusbones andAethofofhis fleth:Fob-5,39,Sothat he that ſanctifieth,
andtheythatarefanctified,areallofone, e ri.SecActs3.22.Deut. 18.15.Heb . I..

:

XVII. m

Concerning his Priesthood, Chriſt having fan&i- aIcha17.19.

fied Himfelfe,hath appeared once toput away finneby Heb.5.789.8

thatone offeringof himſelfea facrifice for finne , by 10.12.Rom.5.19

which he hath tally finished and ſufferedallthingsGold Eph... Col.
required for the falvation of his elea,is elet, and removed 10. Ephef. 2.14

27 all

15,16Rom.3.
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1

all Rites and Shadowes,&c. Andis now entred within

Fieb.9. 24. &8. thevaileintotheHolyofHolies,which isthe prefence
1. 1Pete25.

Iob.4.33,24.

Heb.7.17.

Heb.7.16, 18,

19,20,21,24, 25.

cHeb.5.6.

d)Heb.10.10.

Per.1.18.19

Col. 1.30.23.

•Heb.9.13.
As sa.s8.

ofGod. Alſo,he makes his people aſpirituall Houſe,

anholyPriesthood,tooffer up ſpirituallSacrificeac-

ceptabletoGodthrough him. Neither doth the Fa-

ther accept, or Chriſt offer tothe Father any other

worſhiporworshippers .

b

XVIII.

ThisPriesthoodwasnotlegallortemporary,butac-

cordingtotheorderof Melchifeder, and is ſtableand

perfect, not fora time,but for ever , which is futeable

toJeſusChriſt,as tohim that ever liveth : Chriſt was

thePrieft,Sacrifice andAltar: heewas a Prieft accor-

dingtobothnatures;hewas a Sacrificeaccordingtohis

humanenature;whence in Scripture itis attributedto

1.18.19. hisbody,tohis bloud: yet the effectualneſſe ofthis Sa-

crificediddepend uponhis divine nature,therefore it

iscalledthebloud ofGod. Heewas the Altar accor-

dingtohis divinenature, itbelongingtothe Altarto

3.1.the fan&ific thatwhich is offereduponit, and ſo it ought

tobeofgreaterdignitythenthe Sacrifice it ſelfe.

fNeb.9.14.&

13.10,12,15.

a1Cor.15.4-

Pet.3.21,38.

ΧΙΧ.

Concerning his Kingly office, Chriſt being riſen

fromthedead,andafcended intoheaven, andhaving all

Mat-38-18,19, power inheavenandearth,hedoth ſpiritually governe30.Luke34.51,

A1... hisChurch,anddothexercise his power over allAn-

gelsandmen,goodandbad,tothepreſervationandſal-

vationoftheelet, and to the over-ruling and deſtru-

30,91. John

36.Rom.14.9.

John3.36,37.

Rom.9.6,7,8.

33,33.Mark1.
*14.17.Cal.5. Aionofhisenemies.BythisKinglypowerhe applieth

27.Heb.1.14. thebenefits , virtue, and fruits ofhis Propheſie andIcha

1.8.Rom.1.38,

1118.Eph.417.Per

Job Priesthood tohis elect, ſubduing their finnes , pre-

fervingand ſtrengtheningthem inall their conflictsa-

gainſt Satan,the World, and the Fleſh, keeping their

hearts in faith andfiliallfeareby his ſpirit: by this his

mighty

i

mightypowerhe ruleththeveſſelsofwrath,uling,limi

ting andreſtraining them as it seemsgood to his infi-

nitewisdome..

XX

Heb. 9. 28.

Theff.4.15,16,

17. John 17,31

This hisKingly powershallbemore fully manifeſted

whenhe ſhallcomeinglory toreignamonghis Saints, Theff...

putdownall ruleand authorityunder his
whenhe shallput
feet,thatthegloryofthe Fathermaybe perfectly mani- *.

feſted inhisSonne,and thegloryofthe Fatherandthe

Soninallhismembers.

ΧΧ.Ι.

Heb.5.9.

John 17. 6.

Jeſus Chriſt by hisdeath didpurchaſe ſalvation for Ephef.
theElect thatGodgaveuntohim: Theſe onelyhave in- Mat...

tereſt inhim , and fellowshipwith him, forwhom he e
makes interceffiontohis Father in thebehalfeof,andto Cor.3. 12.

themalonedothGodby his Spiritapplythis redemp- 1Ioh.5. 12.

tionunto,as alſothe freegift ofeternall life isgivento ch

them,andnoneelſe.
XXII.

Rom. 8029,30

loh, 15. 13.

abphef. 2. 8,

John6. 29.

Gal. 5. 22,

H.b- 4 11,12

Faith is the giftofGod, wrought in the heartsof

the Elect by the Spirit ofGod ; bywhich faiththey

cometoknowandbelieve thetruthofthe Scriptures, Phil. 1. 29.

andtheexcellencyofthemaboveallotherwritings,and bioh.17.17%

allthings in theworld, as they hold forththegloryof John
God in his attributes ,the excellencyofChrist inhis

natureandoffices, andofthepower and fulneſſe ofthe

Spirit initsworkingsandoperations,andfoare inabled

tocafttheirfoulesuponthis truththusbelieved.
ΧΧΙΙΙ.

Lohn13. 10.
All thoſe that havethis precious faith wrought in Mar.7.24.25

themby theSpirit, canneverfinallynortotally falla- Zahn10-18,29

way,feeingthegifts ofGodarewithout repentance; 1Pet.1 496.

fothat he still begets andnouriſherh inthem faith,re- la-49.15.14

pentance,love,joy,hope, andall thegracesoftheSpi-
sie

15,16..
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1

1

Rom,10, 17.

Cor-1-28.

bRom. 9. 16.

cEzek 16. 16.

Rom. 1, 12-

dRom, 1, 16

Ephef, 1,190

Col. 2, 12-

aLob. 3 14,15.

&1.12.

Ila.55.1.

10h 7. 37.

brTim- 1, 15.

Kom-45.

&5. 8. Acts 5.

30, 31. &2. 36.

1

rit unto immortalitie ; Andthough manyſtormes and

flouds arife, andbeat against them, yet they ſhall never

beabletotake them offthat foundation and rock,which

byfaiththeyare faſtnedupon; notwithstanding,through

unbelief, and thetemptations ofSatan,the ſenſible fight

ofthis light andlove, beclouded andoverwhelmed for

atime ;yetGodis ſtill the ſatne, and theyſhall be ſure

tobekeptby the power ofGodunto ſalvation, where

they ſhallenjoy their purchased poſſeſſion, they being

ingravenupon thepalmesofhishands, andtheir names

havingbeenwritten inthebooke of life from all eter-

nitie.

XXIV.

Faith isordinarily begottenbythe preachingofthe

Gospel, orwordof Chrift,without reſpect to any

power or agency in the creature;but it being wholly

paffive,anddead in treſpaſſes and fins,dothbelieve and

is convertedby no leſſe power thenthat which raiſed

Chriſt from the dead.s

Thepreachingof the Gospel to the conversion of

ſinners, is abſolutely free ;noway'tequiring as abſo-

lutelyneceffary,any qualifications,preparations,orter-

rorsoftheLaw,orpreceding miniſtery ofthe Law;but

onelyandalone the naked foule, ab finner and ungodly

to receiveChriſt crucified,dead, andburied, and riſen

Cor. 1-32 24. againe,who is made a Prince and a Saviour for fuch

finnersas through theGospel thall be broughttobe-
leeve onhim .

XXVI.

The fame power that converts to faith in Chriſt,

carriethonthe ſoule through allduties , temptations,

conflicts, ſufferings ; and whatsoever a believer is, he is

by grace, and is carriedon in all obedience and temp-

tationsbythe ſame.

1

XXVII .

2 στ. 1 .

Joh n 17.21. &

Heb.3.110

All believers areby Chriſt,unitedtoGod;bywhich

union,God is onewith them,andthey areonewithhim; 2017.

and that all believers are the SonsofGod, and joynto

heires with Chriſt, towhombelongallthe promisesof b Gala.19,10

this life,andthat which is tocome.

XXVIII.

2

.

26. Cor. 5.10 .

Thoſe that have unionwithChriſt, are justified from

all their finsbythebloudof Chriſt ; which juftifica- oha1.7.

tion is a gracious and full acquittanceofaguilty finner Heb

ftom all finne, byGod, throughthe fatisfactionthat Rom.3,23 Acts

Chriſthath madeby his death for alltheir finnes. And Rom

this applied(in the manifeſtationofit) through faith.

ΧΧΙΧ.

13.38.39.

25.30.

All beleevers areaholyand fanctified people , and a Cor.11.
b

Pet.3.9.

John4.16.Mat.28.20.

that ſanctification is a ſpiritualgraceof the new cove- b Eph...

nant, and an effect ofthe love ofGod manifeſted inthe

foul, wherebythebeleever preſſeth after aheavenlyand

Evangelicall obedierce to all the commands which

Chriſt asHeadandKing in his newcovenanthath pre-

ſcribed to them.

XXX.

a

Allbeleeversthroughtheknowledgeof that juſti- RoCor.5.19.
ficationof lifegivenbythe Father, andbrought forth

bythebloudof Chriſt,have astheirgreat priviledgeof

thatnew covenant, peacewith God, and reconciliati- b 1f2.54. 10. &

on,wherebytheythat wereafarreoffare made nigh by

26.12.

d.Eph.4.7.

thatbloud, andhave peace paſſing allunderſtanding ; Eph.1.13.14.

yea, joy in God through our Lord Jesus Chriſt, by

whomwehave receivedthe atonement.

ΧΧΧΙ .

Allbeleevers in the timeofthis life,are in a continu-

eRom.s 10 t

allawarfare and combate againſt ſin,ſelfe, the world, aRom.7.11.24.

and the Devil ; andare liableto all manner of afflicti- ph.10.11.19
C

a1Pet. 1. 5.

2Cor. 13.9.

b.Cor 15.10.

cPhil-2, 12, 13.

Ioh. 15. 5.1

Gal 2.19, 30

XXVII ons,
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1

bHeb.1 9,10.

3Tim.3.12.

Rom.8.29.

Theff. 3.3 .

Gal.1.19.20.

aCor.3.7.

Deut.2.5.

aJohn 16.33 .

bfohn 15.5.

Phil.4. 11.

cHeb.2.9,10.

daTim.4-18.

aMatth. 11.11,

2Theff.. 15. &

1.1

19,8,9.& 26.18.

18.4-

ons, tribulations,and perfecutions , being predesti-

nated and appointed thereunto, and whatsoever the

Saintspoffeffeorenjoyof Godſpiritually, isby faith ,

andoutward andtemporallthings are lawfullyenjoyed

bya civillrightbythemwhohave nofaith .
ΧΧΧΙΙ .

Theonely ſtrengthbywhich the Saints are enabled

toencounterwithalloppoſitions and trials, is onely

byJeſus Chrift,whois the Captain oftheir ſalvation,

being made perfect through fufferings, who hath en-

gagedhis faithfulneſſe and ſtrength toaſſiſt them in all

their aflictions, andto upholdthem in alltheir temp-

tations,andtopreſervethembyhis powerto his ever-

laſtingKingdome.

V
XXXIII.

✓ JeſusChriſthathhereonearthaſpiritual kingdom,

which is his Church, whomhe hath purchasedandre-

c

1Cor.1.1.Eph . deemedto himſelfe as a peculiar inheritance; which

b Rom.1.7.Acts Churchisacompanyofviſible Saints, calledand fe-

Cor6.17.Rev. parated fromtheworld by the Wordand Spirit of

Arts 2.37.with God, tothe viſible profeſſion ofthefaithoftheGof-

pel, beingbaptizedintothat faith, and joyned to the

Lord,andeachtoother, by mutuall agreement inthe

epracticalenjoymentof theordinancescommandedby

Chrift their Head and King.

1037.

dRom.10.10.

Mar.18-19,20.

Acts 2,41.

eActs9.26.

1Pet.ss.

aMat.28.18 ,

19,10.

b1Cor.11. 24.

XXXIV,

TothisChurchhe hath madehispromiſes, andgi-

venthe fignes ofhis covenant, prefence, acceptation,

&3.1.2Cor.. love, bleſing, and protection. Here are the foun-
18.Rom.9.4.5.

Pol.133.3-

dRom.3.7 . 10

cEzck-47.3.

tains andſpringsofhisheavenlygraces e flowing forth

torefresh and strengthen them.
XXXV :

Andallhis ſervants ofalleſtates(aretoacknowledge

himtobetheir Prophet, Prieft, andKing;) andcalled

12. 4, 5, 6. Col

C.Acts 20.32 .

thither tobe enrolledamong his houſhold fervants,

topreſent their bodies and foules,andtobring their

giftsGodhathgiventhem, to bee under his heavenly

conduct andgovernment,toleadtheir lives in thiswal-

ledSheepfold,andwatered Garden,to have commu- Cant4.1 .Eph.2.19. Rom

nionherewithhis Saints,that they maybe aſſuredthat

theyaremademeettobeepartakers oftheir inheri

tance intheKingdomeofGod and tofupplyeach o-

therswants, inward and outward; (and although each

perſonhathad propriety in his own eſtate,yettheyare

tofupplyeachotherswants, according astheir necef-

fities ſhall require, thatthe nameof Jeſus Chriſt may

notbeblafphemed throughthe neceffityof any in the

Church)andalſobeingcome,they arehereby himſelfe

tobebeſtowedintheirſeverallorder, due place, peculi-

aruſe,being fitly compact and knit together & accor- gp1.4.16.

dingtotheeffequallworking ofeverypart,to the edi-

fying of it felfe in love. XXXVI.

d Acts5.4-

Acts 2.44.45.

Luke14.16.

&4.34.35.

1Tim.6.1.

1Tim.3.2,6,7.

Beingthus joyned, everyChurch hathpowergiven aAct.1.13.16 &
themfromChriſt, for their wel-being tochuſe among 6.3.with15.22,

themſelves meet perſons for Elders andDeacons, be- brom.11.7.8.

ing qualifiedaccording to the Word, cas thoſe which 8.1Cor.11.3.

Chriſt hathappointed in his Teſtament,forthefeeding, P.12

governing, ſerving, andbuilding up ofhisChurch, and

that none have anypowerto impoſeonthem either di Pet

theſeoranyother .

XXXVII.

28.Hcb.13.7.17.

3.4.Acts20.28

That the Ministers lawfully called,as aforesaid,ought Heb.5 4. Joh..

to continue in their calling and place, according to Rom

Gods ordinance, andcarefully to feed the flockofGod

committedtothem,not for filthy lucre, butof a ready

mind.

C :

2Acts 2.41.47-

Ila.4.3. 1Cor.

12,6,7,12,18,

Ezek.20.40.37 . thither

xxxvIII.

Heb.13. 7.1 .
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atCor.9.9.14.

15,16.

ba Cor.10.4.

XXXVIII.

The Ministers of Chriſt ought tohave whatsoever

Gal.6.8 .Phil.4. they ſhallneed, ſupplied freelybytheChurch, thatac-

cordingto Chriſtsordinancetheythat preach theGo-

ſpel ſhouldliveoftheGospelbythe lawof Chriſt.

1 lir.1.9

Platsio 3 .

aMarch,28. 18,

19 Jolin4.1.

Acts 2,37,38, &

8.36.37,38,&

XXXIX

Baptifme is anordinanceofthe new Testament,gi-

Mark115, 16. venbyChriſt,tobediſpenſeduponperſons profeffing

faith,or that are madeDiſciples; who uponprofeſſion

offaith, oughttobebaptized, and after to partake of

theLords ſupper.

18

aMaເຜົ່າ.3.6 16.

X L.

That theway and mannerofthe diſpenſing this or-

Markisiveri , dinance,isdippingor plunging the bodyunderwater; it
readsCanto

Iordan] in

Greeklob-33.Act 8.38

Rev.1. &
14-withHeb.10.

12.

Comas

Theword-

beinga ſigne, muſt answer thethings ſignified,which is,

thatintereſt the Saintshave inthe death,burial,and re-

furrection ofChrist : Andthat as certainly asthebody

is buriedunder water,and riſen again, ſocertainly ſhall

the bodies ofthe Saints bee raiſedby the power of

Chrift, intheday ofthe refurre&ion, to reigne with

Baptizo figni Chrift.

tiestotip orplunge,(yetſo as convenient garments be both upontheAdminiſtrator and ſubje&

with all modesty.)

Ifa. 8. 16.

Mar. 28.19.

Joh. 4. 2.

Acts 10.7.

Cap.11.10.

XLI.

TheperfondeſignedbyChriſt todifpenceBaptifme,

the Scripture holds forth tobee a Diſciple; itbe

ing nowheretied to aparticular, hurch-officer,or per-

fonextraordinarilyfent,the Commiſſioninjoyningthe

Corr.24 adminiſtration, beinggiven to them as confidered Di-

with Cor.10 ſciples,beingmen able topreachthe Gospel.
16,17.

Rom. 16, 2

Mat. 18.17.

XLII.

Chrift hath likewisegivenpower to his Church to

receive in, and caſt out, any member that deſerves it ;

and

Cor.5.4.11

223 .

andthis power isgiventoeveryCongregation, andnot

tooneparticularperſon,either memberorofficer, but 13.with12.6.

in relation tothewholebody,in referencetotheir faith aCor.2.6,7.

and fellowship.
LXIII .

17,18,
Andevery particular member ofeachChurch, how Mat.18.16

excellent,great, or learned ſoever, is ſubje&tothiscen- As11.2.3.

fure andjudgement;&that the Churchoughtnotwith- Tims.19,20

outgreatcare andtenderneſſe,anddue advice,but by the

ruleof faithtoproceedagainst hermembers.

XLIV.

CoL4.17.

21.

Heb.13.17.34Chriſt for the keeping ofthis Church inholyand A10,27,28

orderly communion,placeth ſome ſpeciall menover Mat.24.45.

the Church, whoby their office, are togoverne,over- Thef.5.2.14

fee, viſite, watch; So likewife for the better keeping Jude3 20

thereof, in all places by the members, he hath given &12.15.

authoritie, and laiddutie upon all to watch overone

another.

XLV.

Heb.10-34,35.

&c.Alſo ſuch to whom God hath given gifts in the 1Cor.14: 3

Church, mayand ought toProphecie, accordingtothe Ram. 13.6.
proportionoffaith,&ſototeachpublicklytheWord Pet-4.10,11.

ofGod, for the edification, exhortation , and comfort Thef.s. 19,

oftheChurch .

XLVI.

1Cor. 12. 7:

20,

Ats 15.12.

Cor. J. 10

Thus being rightlygathered, and continuing in the Rev. 2.&3

obedienceoftheGospelofChriſt , none are to fepa- Chap

rate for faults and corruptions ( for as long as the

Church confifts ofmen ſubject to failings ,there will Hehe19 25.

be difference in the true conſtituted Church )untill Re-2-20,21,1.4.

theyhave indue order, andtenderneſſe, fought redrefle Rom.141.

thereof.

XLVII.

Andalthough the particular Congregations be di-
Nint

Act 15. 1, 2.

215 1, 2, 3
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Cor.4.17. Nint andſeverall bodies, every one as acompactand

1633.36. knit Citiewithin it felfe; yetarethey all towalke by

Plal. 182.3 . conerule of truth ; So alſothey (byallmeanes conve-

Ephef.3.12.19 nient ) are to havethe counſell andhelpedone of ano-with Rev. 21.

1Tim.3.15. ther, ifneceſſitie require it , as members ofone body,

6.13,14. inthe commonfaith,under Chriſttheir head.
1 Cor.4.17 .

Αθ.15.2,30

3,4.

13,14.

XLVIII .

Cant.8.8,9. Acivill Magiſtracy is anOrdinance ofGod, fet up

*Cor. 8.1.4. byhim for the punishmentofevilldoers , andfor the

Rom.13.1,, praise ofthem that doe well; and that in all lawfull

things, conimandedbythem, ſubjection ought tobegi-

ven by us inthe Lord, not onely for wrath, but for
The ſupreame confcience fake ; andthatweare to make fupplications

Magiftracy of andprayers for Kings, and allthat are in authoritie,

this Kingdom that underthemwemay live aquiet and peaceable life,

ledgetobethe inallgodlineſſeandhonesty.

Tim 2.1,2,3.

KingandPar-

Lianment (now eſtabliſhed) freely choſenby the Kingdome, andthatweare tomaintaineandde-

fend all civill Lawes and civill Officers made by them , which are for the good ofthe Common-

wealth : andweeacknowledgewith thankfulneile thatGodhath made this preſentKingandPar-

liament honorable in throwingdown the Prelaticall Hierarchy, becauſe oftheirtyranny andop-

preſſion over us, under which this Kingdom longgroaned for which we are ever ingaged toblefie

God, and honour them for the ſaine : andconcerning the worship ofGod;there is but one

Law-giver,which is able to ſave anddestroy,James 4. 12. which isJeſusChrift, whohathgi-

ven Lawes and Rules ſufficient in his Word for his worship; and for any to make more , were

to chargeChriſtwithwant ofwisdome,or faithfulneſſe, or both, innotmaking Lawes enough,

or not good enough for his houſe ſurely it is ourwisdome, durie, and priviledge, to ob

ſerveChriſtsLawes onely,Pfal.2.6.9, 10,12. ſo it is theMagiſtratesdutie to tender the libertic of

mens confciences ,Eccl.8.8.(which is the tendereſt thinguntoall confcientiousmen&moſtdear

untothem,andwithoutwhich all other liberties will not beworththe naming, much letleinjoy-

ing)andtoprotect all underthem from all wrong, injury, oppreflionand molestation; ſo its our

dutienottobewanting in nothingwhich is for theithonour and comfort andwhatsoever is for

thewell-being ofthe Common-wealth wherein we live; it is our dutie to do,andwe belceve it to

beourexpreſſedutie, eſpecially in matters ofReligion,tobe fully perſwaded in ourminds ofthe

lawfulnefie ofwhat wedoe, as knowing whatsoever is not offaith is fin : and as weecannotdoe

anything contrary to our underſtandings and confciences, ſoneithercanwe forbeare the doing

ofthatwhich ourunderstandings and confciencesbindustodoe: and iftheMagiftrare ſhould

requireus todoeotherwise, we are toyeeld our perfons in a paffiveway to their power, as the

Saints ofoldhavedone,Jum. 5. 4. Andthricehappymallhebe, that shall loſe his lite forwit

neffing(thoughbut for the leaft tittle) ofthe truth ofthe LordJesus Chrift, I Pet. J.Gal 5 :

XLIX.

1

XLIX.

&4.19.

Thef. 3.3.

But in caſewe finde not the Magistrate to favourus

herein ; yet weedare not fufpendour practice, becauſe AA.1.40,4

we believewe ought togoeon in obedience to Chriſt, &5.23,29.44

in profeffing the faithwhich wasonce deliver'd tothe &:0.23.

Saints,which faith isdeclared inthe holyScriptures, Phil.1.28,29.
andthis our confeffion offaitha part ofthem, andthat Dan 3.16,17,

wee are to witneſſe tothe truth of the old and new Te- & 6.7 10. 12 ,

ſtamentuntothedeath,ifneceffitie require, inthe midst brTim.6.13,

ofall tryals and afflictions , as his Saints of old have

23.

14,15.

1Cor. 14.37.

४.

done; notaccounting ourgoods, lands,wives, children, Rom. 12.1.8 .

fathers,mothers, brethren, ſiſters ;yea, and our owne Rev. 2.20.

livesdeareuntous , ſoweemay finiſh our courſe with 2Tim-4.6,7,

joy, remembring alwayes, that we ought to obeyGod Rom.14.10.12

rather then men,who willwhenwe have finiſhed our 2Cor. 5.10.

courſe, andkeptthe faith, give us theCrowneofrigh- Plal.22.

teouſneſſe; to whom wee mustgive anaccountofall

ouractions, and romanbeing able to diſcharge us of

thefame.

L.

Pfal- 49. 7 .

&10-1,2.35.44
It is lawfull for a Chriſtian to bea Magiſtrate or Ci- Aas8. 38.

vill Officer ; and alſo it is lawful! totakeanOath, ſo it Rom.16.23.

be in truth, and in judgement,and in righteouſneſſe, for Deut. 6. 13.

confirmationoftruth,andendingofall ſtrife; andthat

by raſh andvaine Oathsthe Lordis provoked, andthis Jer.4. 2.

Land mournes .

LI.

Wee are togive unto all men,whatsoever is their

due, as their place, age,eſtate requires; andthatwede-

fraudnoman ofanything, but todoeunto all men, as

wewouldthey ſhoulddoeuntous .
LII .

There shall be a *reſurrection ofthe dead,bothofthe

juſt and unjust, and every one ſhallgive an account of
himfelfe

2Cor. 10. II.

Heb. 6. 16.

Rom.13.5,6,7
Thef.4.6.

Mat. 12.21

Tit.3.
1Pet. 2.15.17.

&5-5٠

Eph.5.21.23.

& 6.1.9.

s24. 15.





AConfefsion ofFaith.

*Cor. 5.10. himselfe toGod,that everyonemayreceivethe things

done inhisbody, accordingtothathehath done,whe-

ther it begoodorbad.

Rom- 14-12-

Huswe

The Conclufion.

de togiveunto Christthatwhichisbis,anduntoalllaw-

toany

min but love, to live quietly andpeaceably, as it becommeth Saints,endes-

vouringin all things tokeepagoodconscience,andto doe wito every man

(ofwhatjudgementfever) as wewould they fhoulddoe untous,that as our

practiceis,so it mayprove usto beaconscionable,quiet, andbarmleſſe peo-

ple,(no wayesdangerous ortroublesome to humane Society) and to labour

andworkwithourbandsthat wemaynot bechargeable to any,but to give

tohimthat needethbothfriendsandenemies, accountingit more excellent

togive then to receive.Also weconfeffethat weknowbut inpart, andthat
weare ignorant ofmanythingswhichwedefireandseektoknow: andifa-

ny ſballdoe us that friendlypart toſbew us from the wordof God that wee

Seenot, weshall bave cause to be thankfull toGod and them. But if any

manshallimpoſeuponusanythingthat wefeenotto becommanded by our

LordJesusChrist, weshould in his ſtrengib rather embrace all reproaches

andtortures ofmen,to bestript ofall outwardcomforts, andifit were pof-

fible,todie athousanddeaths, rather thento doe anythingagainst the least

tistle ofthe truth ofGod, or againstthe light ofour own confciences.Andif

anyfbalcallwhat we havesaidHereſie,then do wewith theApofile acknow-

ledge,that aftertheway they call herefie,worship we theGodofourFathers,

disclaimingallHeresies (rightly socalled)becausetheyare againstChrift,&

to bestedfast and immoveable,alw syes abounding inobedience to Christ, as

krowingour labourſhallnot be invain in theLord.

TfullAuthoritythat whichistheir due, andtoovenething

PSAL. 74. 21,22 .

Arife,OGod, pleadthineown cause; Rememberhowthe

foolishman blasphemeth theedaily.

Olet not the oppreſſfedreturneashamed, but let thepoore and

needypraisethy Name.

Come Lord Jeſus, come quickly.

FINIS.
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