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E CONFESSION :

% OF FAITH,

*  Of thofe CuurcHEs which are
‘g commonly ( though falfly ) cal- o

led ANABAPTISTS;

,,

P R i T e,

Prefented to the view of all that feare

G 0 D, to cxamine by the touchftone of the Word

of Truth As likewife for the taking off thofe
“afperfions which are frequently both in Pulpit and '
Print, (although unjuftly) caft upon them.

AcTs 4. 20. .
‘3 wee cannot but [peake the things which wee bave feene andbeard.

efﬂ Isar 8 a0
- %) To the Law and to the teftimony , if they [peake not according to

\ this Rule,-t is becaufe there is no light in them.

T GEA I BON I S

.~ - -V -

2 Cor.1. 9, To-
But wee hadthe [entence of death in our felues , that wee [hould not
‘ <§E truft in our [ebues, but in the living God, which raifeth the dead
. who delivered us from Jo ﬁrut adeath, and dotb deliver, in whom
O mee truft that be will yet

Oretol L6 LONDON,
Printed in the yeare of our Lord, 1 6 4 4.

mxmsgqﬁﬁf Fur il U

. ! -I’.Ll‘.i_‘ I

eliver.

l

iE 3

ik U




e AR TR T TR TR A TN TRV UCNGCCN Trae. Ve 4

| TO |
The lifting up of the Name of the
LoRrDp JeEsus in finceritie, the poore defpi-
fed Churches of God in London fend greeting,
with prayers for their farther increafe in the
knowledge of CHRIST Jusus.

— N

ESeSTPRMN E E qusftion not but that it will feeme firange to many men,
D AR 1071 fuch as wee are frequently serned 1o be, lying under that
| calunny and black brand of Heretickes , and fowvers of di-
8 vifion as wee doe , [hould prefume to appeare [o publickly &
A S™ K s20m wwee burve done”: But yet notwithftanding wee may well
S5l [y, 1o give anfiver to fiuch, what David faid to bis brosher,
when the Lords batrell way a fighting, 1Sam.29.30.Ts there nota caufe?
Surcly, if cver people bad caufe 10 fpeake for the vindication of the truth of
Chrift iz their handsy wee bavey that being iudeed the maine wheele at thi
time that fets us aworke 5 for bad any thing by men been tranfulted againft
vr perfons onely y wee could quietly bave fisten lill, and committed ow Canfe
to hime who is a righteous ,,j ¢y who will in the great day judge the focress of
allmens bearts by Jefus Chrift : But being it it not onely us, but the Trush pro=
Se[Jéd by us ywoce cannoty wee dave not but Jpeake s it is no firange thing to wry
obferving many what [1d changes ave laid, not onely by the world, that know
not Godyy but 2fo by thofe that thinkg themfelves much wronged, if they be noe
looked pon as the chiefe Worthies of the Church of God, and Watchmien of the
Citse : But it bath fared with us from themy, o from the poore Spoufe fecking
her Belovedy Cant. 5. 657. They finding s ont of that comunon road-way
themfelves walke, bhave fmote ws and tapen away owr vaile | that [0 wee may by
theim be rovwmmerndanl oclious in the cyes of all that bebold us, and in the hearts
of all that thinke spon ws , which 1hey haze daue both in Pulpit and Print,
charging wi with holding Free-will, Falling awayfrom  graces duiying Origie
nall finne, difclsiming of Magifiracy, demying to ffift them cither in perfons
A2 or
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To all Chriftian Readers.
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}r purjle zg a;z) of tbci} éawﬁdl Comm.andsydoing alks snfeemly in the difen
ing the Ovdinance o ;puﬁm not to med ¢ t Chrifti "
ne baptifmey not to be mamed amongst Chriftians : I}
1.11/;zrb Charges wee difclsime as motoviowfly watrise, though by r£j5n oj‘ ti)deﬁ
‘ ;mn[:mr caft supomus y many that feare God ars difiouraged and foreftalled
;: har mr(z"lgl ‘.l‘.'s’l?ﬂd thought,cither of us or wh.t wee mel%& s and m.any tbeat
now not God incoraged , if they can find: the' i ok ki
‘ 2ot if they ¢ sthe place of our meeting, to get
;ﬁetb;r in [Cluﬁm to flone ser o o5 looking wpont us asi 3, peaple bolzf’;g ﬁ%vb
,.f:;;f!,’;”, ; hat wee ;}mﬂ;v:’ﬂ/} to live ; Weehave therefore for the cfccril;g
uth ree profefley thar it may be ar libersie, 1 e be i
eyl # pbe at libertiey thowegh wee be in bonds
i 2fion of o Baith, as defiring alb that feare God, ¢ -
; ; hat | o,y forim
onj.l _);:0 cm{_{zdn*l wZetber (if I/JQ’ compave what wee here [y and confeffe ;iﬁtbe
]},’r,; {t II;‘C oj; :1 ¢ Lor ]efm and bis Saints ) menbave not with theiy tonsues in
- 5) ; Zm {;eﬂ.r 1:; P, mztém:lb ]p;;b\e‘n andwritten things that are cantbmry to
; ce Rnow ouer God in his orone time will cleer
b ' 2 % o Canfey and li
;75) f:;; ‘z‘omz.. t0 g;’z\q bim the chicfe corner~flone , though he bas beje;: t( or n;{:
fhou ,',-;, gr:e_z;‘ b;;ﬂgf;{ M.:ﬁerbB;;;lde;f. ;‘nd becanft it may be conceived, that
moizfoed, m.ybe but the Fudgement of fome o icul
: ol i 4 2 one particular Cone
gregation, morevefined then the reft 5 Mee db ’ o
greg . ¢ therefire bere fubferibe i
of each body in the name , and by 7 : foibeits fime
> and by the appointment of fiven C i
f ) e s 4 ? ongregations,
1’41}2 t};mﬁgb we be diftinéd in refpect of our particular bodics, for fmgenimg;
fake, eing all mﬁlzy as can well mecte together in one placey yet are all one in
Hkammmuon, )(; ng Fefus Chrift tobe oser head and Lord ; snder whofé go=
;z;:z;;unt :;9:: efr[e alarz}c t;;::ll@ > 12 following the Lambe wbcreﬁcverglvc
goeth 5 and wee beleeve the will daily canfe trasth n ' ‘
I, I nire to appeare in th
:J;;th.}\t[vf I:u{ Sxmu, aid make them afbamed of their folly inpﬁj: IL ZZ{:{
N«:r N an}wtlzi 3 ;/f.lt o they may with one fhowlder, more fludie to Iiftlup the
o :,;; 0{1; };n“ r;dj;f:”’ ‘mj [};zzd for bis appointments and Lares 5 which
ves and prajers of the contemned C Chrift in
il ke wicd Churches of Chrift in London

Subfcribed in the Names of feven Churches in Loz dos,

william Kiffen, Thomas Sk ]
Thomas Pa gcme. Tbm:; z}:%;d ;é"j:’;f";{;;{ UfL
Jobnn Spilstery. Thomas Gunne, | Thomas Gfaoz;
gearge Tipping. Fobn Waé&at?‘.‘f‘; jofépb Phelpe :
amuel Richard(os. |Fopr; sete, < |\ Edward HL;[;

*
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THE

CONEFESSION
Of Fa11H, of thofe Churches
which are commonly (though fally )

called ANABAPTISTS.

I.

=2 Hat Gop as he is in him{elfe, cannot
41 be comprehended of any but himfelfe,
|| sdwelling in that inacceffible light, that
:,q no eye can attaine unto,w hom never man
$“13 2= faw,nor can fee; that there is but®one
B 22" God, onc Chrift, one Spirit, one Faith,
one Baptifine ; < one Rule of holinefle and obedience for
211 Saints, at all times, in all placesto be obferved.

Il

That God is *of himfelfe, that is, neither from ano-
ther, nor of another, nor by another, nor for another 3
» But is a Spirit, whoas his being is of himfelfe, {o he
gives being , moving, and ‘prefervation to all other
things, being ia himfelfe eternall, moft holy, every way
infinite in¢ greatnc{fc,wifdome,powcr, juftice,goodnefie,

eruth, &c. In this God-head, there is the Father-, thie

Sonne, and the Spirit; being every one of them one and

the fame God 3 and therefore not divided, but diftingui-~

fhed one from another by their feverall properties ; the
« Father being from himfelfc, thef Sonne of the Father

a1 Timé6. 16,
b1 Tim, 2.5,
Eph.4.4:5,6.
1Cor.13.4,5,
6,13,
Tohn t4.chap.
61 Tim.6. 3
13,14.
Gal.1. 8, Qe
2 Tim. 3.15,

aEfa 4467,
& 43.11,
& 56. 9.
b lotn 4. 24.
¢Exo0d.3. 14,

dRom.n.;'s..
A&17:.28.

¢1 Cor. 8, 6.

fPro8.22,23.

Heb. 1.3,
Tehn 1. 18;

from-everlafling, the holys Spirit proceeding from the g 1oh.15. 25,

Father and the Sonne.

111.

Gal 4. 6+




| The Co}zfe/.?ion of Faith,

a2 46, to.
Rom.11, 34,
39,35,
Mitlo 19 30
14 }:]11‘.. .11,
cCol2. 3,

dNnm,33.19,
10.

¢ Jere.vo, 10,
Ront 3. 4.

/Ef, 44,10,
sHph.ng,a.s,
6.7.

2 Tim. 1, 9.
Alts 13,48,
Pu,m,3,2.9,30
b Jude vereg.

&6,
Rom.g, 11,

! 2 I3.
Proy, 16. 4.
a'>en.t chap.
Col, 1. 186,
IIcb.11.3,
Efa. 4 12,
0Gen,t, 26,
1 Cor,15.49,

46
Ecclel 7,31,
c pf_xl.49- 20.
dGen. 3.1 4,%
3 Coret1. 3.
c2 Pet. 2. 4.
Jude ver. 6.
Toh. 8. 44. .
fGen3.1,2,6
t Tim.2. 14,
Ecclef.7. 31,
Gal.3. 33,
gRom.§.12,

18,19,

& 6. 23.
Eph. 2. 3

Rom, 5. 1%

Y

%

I11.

That God hath *decreed in himfelfe from everlalting
touching all things, effe&ually to work and difpofe them
*according to the counfell of his owne will, to the glory
of his Namejin which decree appeareth his wifdome,con-
ftancy, truth,and faithfulnefle 5 © Wifdome is that where-
by he contrives all things ; ¢ Conftancy is that whereb
the decrec of God remaines alwayes immutable ; © Truth
is thatwhereby he declares that alone which he hath de-
creed, and though his fayings may feeme to found {fome-
times another thing, yet the fenfe of them doth alwayes
agree with the decree 5 f Faithfulnefle is that whereby he
etfe&ts that he hath decreed, as he hath decreed. And
touching his creature man, 8 God had in Chrift before
the foundation of the world, according to the good pleas
fure of his will, foreordained fome men to eternall life
through Jefus Chrift, to the praife and glory of his

race," leaving the reft in their finne to their juft con-
emnation, to the praifc of his Juftice.
IV. '
*In the beginning God made all things very good,
created man after his own ® Image and likeneffe, filling
him with all perfection of all naturall excellency and up-
rightneflc, free from all finne. © But long he abode not in
this honour, but by the ¢ fubtiltic of the Serpent, which
Satan ufed as his inftrument, himfelfe with his Angels
having finned before, and not kept their firft cftate, but
lefttheir owne habitation; fir(kf Eve, then Adambeing
feduced did wittingly and willingly fallinto difobedience
and tranfgreffion of the Commandement of their great
Creator, for the which death came upon all, and reigned
over all, fo that all fince the Fallare conceived in finne,
and brought forth in iniquitic, and fo by rature children
of wrath, and fervants of finne,{ubjeéts of ¢ death, andhall
other

The Confefsionof Faith.
other calamitics dueto finne in this world and for ever,

being confidered in the ftate of nature; without relation
to Chrift.
V.

All mankind being thus fallen,and become altogether
dead in {innes and trefpafles, and fubje& to the eternall
wrath of the great God by tranfgreffion; yet the ele&, et s
which God hath alovedwithan everlafting love, are® re- jgo 3'_' ,’;
deemed, quickned,and faved, not by themfelves, neither Eph.1.3,7.
by their ownworkes, left any man fhould boaft himfelfe, f‘T‘i)‘c;;'
but wholly and onely by God of < his free grace and mer- Aa, Py
cic through Jefus Chrift, who of God is made unto us 1 Cor.1. g0,
wifdome, rightcoufneffe, fan&ification and redempti- i‘éon,_,,
on, thatas it iswritten, Hee that rejoyceth, let him re- Jerpag, 14
joyce in the Lord.

VI

» This therefore is life eternall, to know the onely true aJoh.17.3.
God, and whom he hath fent Jefus Chrift. ®* And on the ?:rb,,’,’ p
contrary,the Lord will render vengeance in flaming fire 62 Thefix.g.
tothem that know not God, and obey not the Gofpel of 1o 3.6
our Lord Iefus Chrift.

VII

The Rule of this Knowledge, Faith, and Obedience, Joht.39. . -
concerning the worthip and fervice of God, and all other * Tigg, 1y.
Chriftian duties, is not mans inventions, opinions, devi- gnl‘ 7.

€cs, lawes, conftitutions, or traditions unwritten what{o- M&E&f}f’
ever, but onely the word of God contained in the Cano-
nicall Scriptures. o

VIII

In this written Word God hath plainly revealed o .. .
whatfoever he hath thought needfull for us to know, be- Hebrra
leeve,and acknow\lcd%c, touching the Natyre and Office 3 Tim3. 1y,

of Chrift,inwhom all the promifes ar¢ Yeg and Amen. :‘é",’,j, +9;
to the praife of God. '

Touching




T be (onfefsion of Faith.
a Genaillrs, I X.
S 18:&  Touching the Lord Jefus, of whom* (Mafes and the

Jd0. d -
gan.‘;.x 3.& Prophetswrote, and whom the Apoftles preached, is the

fshr,26 b Sonne of God the Father, the brightueffe of his §10ry,
Joh. ",”, the ingraven forme of his being, Godwith him andwith
Col.t:r.ts,  his hoiy Spirit, by whom he made the world, by whom
ca, .. heupholdsand governes all the workes hee hath made,

dtes 7.4 whoallo ®when the fulnefle of time was come, was made
Revs.s. with man ot a4 woman, of the Tribe of ¢ Fudab, of the feed of
;;:11*193‘)’8“0 eAbrabam and David,to wit, of CMary that bleffed Vir-
s5. " gin, by the holy Spirit comming upon her,and the power
Ilf:l::;".i';wl‘e[? Qf_thc moft High overfhadowing her, and wasalfo finall
Heb,e,  things like untous, finne one!y excepted. :
;';f“:fi-SS-S,%T . }\' . . .
il -8, Touching hisOffice, » Jefus Chrift onely is made the
ucboxs.  Mediator ot'the new Covenant, even the everlafting Co-
Johta.6. . venant of grace between God and Man, to® be perfe@ly
3 and fully the P rophet, Pricft and King of the Church of
Ehg.6,7.  Godforevermore.
Als 5.31. NI
aProv.8.23.»  Untothis Office hee was fore-ordained from everla-
Efaqx6.& fling, by the2authority of the Father, and in refpe& of
e, 3, his Manhood, from the womb called and feparated, and
4.5-& 61,3, banointed alfo moft fully and abundantly witch all gifts
3. withLuk.4- neceffary, God bhaving without meafure poured the%pi—
Joh.a.14 16.5 Tt upon him.
&334 XII.
In this Call the Scripturc holds forth two fpeciall

things confiderable ; firft,the call to the Office ; fecondly,
a1reb.s.4,5,5 the Officeit felf. Firft,chat 2none takes this honour but
hethat is ealled of God,as was Aaron, fo alfo Chrif, 1t
beingan attion efpecially of God the Father, whereby a
fpeciall covenant being made, hee ordaines his Sonne to

thisoffice: which Covenant is, that® Chrift fhould be
made

bEfa.93.10,
i1,

The (onfefSion of Faith,

made a Sacrifice for finne, that hee fhall fee his feed, and
prolong his dayes, and the pleafare ofthe Lord (hall ¢Efa.ar.1; .

rofper in his hand 5 which calling therefore contains in f];:‘;":“:
it felfe « chufing, ¢ forc-ordaining, * fending. Chufingre- 5 ait 1006
fpe&s the end, fore-ordaining the means, {ending the ex- Eﬁ.ﬂ-l-‘
ecution it felf, all of meere grace,without any condition Q,‘:‘J;,'
fore-feen, either in men,or in Chrift himfelfe.

XIII.

So that this Office to be Mediator, that is,to be Pro- 1 Tim.s. s,
phet, Pricft, and King of the Church of God,is fo proper pang.re.
to Chrift, as neither in thewhole, norin any part there- Ad.4.t2.
of, it can be transferred from him to any other, L g

XIV.

This Office it fclf towhich Chrift was called, is three- epesers, 15
fold, of *a Propbet, of b Pricft, & of <a King : this num- 'ff,‘:a‘ 3
ber and order of Officesis fhewed;firft,by mens neceffi- 5Pl 1re, 5,
tics gricvoufly labouring ¢under ignorancg, by reafon Hebs.1. k4.
whereof they ftand in infinit neceffity ofthe Prophetical Pl
office of Chrift to relieve them. Secondly, alienation ft5 « Pl 2.6
God, whercin they ftand in need of the Pricftly Officeto éo“ﬁ“" 18
reconcile them : Thirdly, our futter difability toreturn ¢Col 1,213
to him,by which they ftand in need of the power of Chrift Ephas.tz.
inhis Kingly Office to affift and govern them. {oﬁf:i:.'"

XV.

Touching the Prophefic of Chrift, it is that whereby ,1oh.1.18, &
he hath 2 perfe@ly revealed the whole will of God out of 12.45-50. &

the bofome of the Father,that ii necdfull for his (crv;ntt; .;,‘e'ﬁf:; e




The (onfefsionof Faith.

. toknow, beleeve, and obey; and therefore is called not

smath 23 10. onely a Prophet and *a Do&or, andthe < Apoftle of our

:ﬁ:‘,’:;;f' profeffion, and thed Angel ofthe Covenant ; but %lfo the

jecenta veryewiflome of God,and fthe treafures of wifdome
© 7 andunderftanding,

XVIL

% That he might be fuch a Prophet as thereby to be ever
slohia8.& way compleat, itwas neceflary that he thould bee * God,
e and withall alfo that he thouldbe man 5 for unlefle hee

hadbeen God, he could never have perfe@ly underftood

brcorzarts. the will of Gol,® neither had he been able to reveale jt

throughour allages ; andunlefle hee had been man, hee
eAgssazwith could not fitly Laveunfolded it in his < own perfonto
Deuni.ag, -
H!;. Tod man.

XVIL

a Toh. 17. 19.

Touching his Pricfthood, Chrift* being confecrated,
Hcb.5r,8, 9. &
9.16,

hath appearcd vnce to put away finne by the offering and

Ephet g facrifice of himfelf,and to thisend hath fully performed
Cobaae. and fufferedall thofe things by which God, through the
blood of that his Croflc 1nan acceptable facrifice, might

bEphagns, reconcile his eled onelys” and having broken downe the
Rom 3.  partition walland theswith finifhed & removed all thofe
ites, Shadowes, and Ceremonies, is now entred within

the Vaile, intothe Holy of Holieft, that is, to the very
Hcavens, and prefence of God,where lie for ever liveth

and fitteth at the right hand of Majetty, appearing before

the face of his Farher to make interceflion for fuch as

come tothe Throne of Grace bythat new and liviug ways

crvecss.  and not that onely, bute makes his people a {pirituall
232 Houfe, an holy Priefthood, to offer up {pirituall facri-
‘ fice

The (onfefSion of Faith.

ficeacceptableto God through him ; neither doth the
Fatheraccept, or Chrift offer tothe Father any other
worfhip or worfhippers. '

XVIITL

This Priefthood was not legall, or temporary, but ac-
cording to the ordera of wlegb:ﬁdecs b notby a carnall b, 7. 17.
commandement, but by the power of an endlefle life, T
¢ notby an order that is weak and lame, but ftable and per.. cHeb.7. 1819,
fe@tsnot for a ¢ time, but for ever, admitting no fucceflor, dsich. 3. 14,5,
but perpetuall and proper to Chriftand of him that ever
liveth.Chrift himfelfe was the Prieft, Sacrifice and Al-
tar: hewas © Prieft, according to both natures, heewas a enet. g ¢,
facrifice moft properly according to his humane nature :
fwhence in the Scripture it is wont to beattributed to his feb.ro, v,
body,to his blood; yet thechiefe force whereby this fa- copihre-
crifice was made effe@uall, did depend upon his's divipe Bia.s3. x}...'
nature, namely, that the Sonne of God did offer himfelfe g A& 20,25
for us: he was the b Altar properly according to his di-»Heb s rs. &
vine nature, it belonging to the Altar to fan@ifie that N e
which isoffered upon it, and fo it oughtto be of greater Lohiz.tg.
dignity then the Sacrifice it felfe.

XIX.

Touchine his Kingdome,» Chrift being rifen from the . 1Cor.15. 4.

dead, afcended into heaven, fat on the right hand of God ;,’;ﬁéf;;_’,’g’,f‘,,
the Father, having all power in heaven and carth, given _ zo-

. . 1 < . Lukcag. g1,
unto him, he dotb fpiritually govern bis Church, excrci- asi 1.5,

fing his power over all Angels and Mcn, good and bad, Jobm g 36
to the prefervation and falvation ofthe ele&,to the over- Romigay.

« . . . " b Matk 1, 39,
ruling and deftruion of his enemies, which are the Re- }*c’:x-u"
2 probateg, 47
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The (onfefsion of Faith.
¢ Johns.3627. probates, ¢ communicating and applying the b
Rom.5:6,7, 8. & g ¢
'c‘.';",i, Z *¥ vertue,and fruit of his Prgpheﬁe agg )E”ri%&hood :g ﬁ;:;
Yohni.4n;. Cle€t, namely, tothe fubduing and taking away of thejr
finnes, t.othcir juftification and adoption of Sonnes, re-
generation , fgn&iﬁcation » prefervation and {'trcng;he-
ningin all their confli&sagainft Satan, the World the
Fleth, and the temptations of them,continually dwellin
in,governing and keeping their hearts in faith and flj,]]
4 3otm 134, & feare by his Spirit, which havisg ¢ given it, he never takes
v 2% away from them, but by it ftill %cgets and nourifheth in
ReL vt them faith, repentance, love, joy, hope, and all heaven-
Job.33.39 30 ly light in the foule unto immortality, notwithftandin
+#7% through our own unbcliefe,and the temptations of Satan
the fenfible fight of this light and love be clouded and

eJob 1. 2nd 5, OVCrWhelmed forthe time. € And on the contrary, ruling

Chap. . , . : -
Chep. i the wpr!d. over his enemies, Satan,and allthe veflels of
40176.&,, Wrath, limiting.ufing,reftraining them by his mighty po-

17,18, i 1 1vi 1
Epbaias, WEDas feems o_od in his divine wifdem: & juftice to the
sbea.chap. - execution of his determinate counfell, delivering them

upto areprobate mind,to be kept through their own de-

fertsin darknefleand fenfuality uato judgement.
XX.

Tes This Kingd fhall be then full
¥ Cor15.14,20. gdome then rfeted w
b oat. . fhallthe fecond time come in glor?Pti reigne a}:;gnhgcfi
r.x;.em..x,,,s, his Saints, and tobe admired of all them which doe be-
Yohn 17,31, 26. Yeeve, when be fhall put dewne all rule and authority unp-
der his feet, that the glory of the Father may be full and
rfectly manifeftedin his Sonne, and the glory of the

“ather and the Sonne in all his members.

That

The (onfefsionof Faith.

XXIL

« John 15.53.

That Chrift Jefus by his death did bring forth falva- 2335,
tionand reconciliation onely for the* cle@, which were | LT
thofe which®God the Father gave him; 8 that the Gofpel 325"

éJoh. 17, 2.with -

whichis tobc preached to all men as the ground of faith, ¢;..
¢ Marcth. 16. 16.

is,that Iefus is the Chrift,the Sonncof the ever-bleffed § M-
God, filled with the perfeétion of all heavenly and fpi- o 6.6 & 7.
rituall excellencies, and that falvation is onely and alone 2 Tk e

to be had through the beleeving in his Name.

XXIL
That Faith is the 2 gift of God wrought in the hearts Eph..s.
ofthecle@ by the Spiritof God, whereby they come to ‘g -4

fee,know,andbeleeve the truth of *the Scriptures, & not g2,

onely fo, but the excellencie ofthem above all other wri- & 1ohaza7.
tings and things in the world, as they hold forth the glory Tchmaren™
of God in his attributes, the excellency of Chrift in his
nature and offices, and the power of the fulpefle of the
Spiritin its workings and operations ; and thereupon
are inabled to caft the weight of their foules upon this

truth thus beleeved.
XXIII.

Thofe that have this pretious faith wrought in them ym,,.,,
by the Spirit, can never finally nor totally fall away; and Iy 5.
though many ftormes and floods doarifé and beat againft s6.4s.%; 75
them, yet they fhall never be able to take them off that 15,16
foundation and rock which by faiththey are faftened up-

on, but thallbe keptby the power of God to falvation,
B3 where
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e where they fhallenjoy their purchafed poflefiion, they
being formerly engraven upon the palms of Gods hands.

XXIV,

::?(\:(;?:0“7 That faith is ordinarily a.bcgot by the preaching ofthe
bRom. 5,16, Gofpel, or word of Chrift, with'out refpedt to Pany
| rEI;\:km;zé. :; 2. ?owet or capacitie in the creature, but it is wholly ¢ paf-

Rem it live, bcmg dead in finnes and trefpaﬂ'cs,dmh beleeve, and
dRom. 1.16, 18 converted by no lefle power, dthen that which raifed

' Eph.ry,  Chrift from the dead.
i Col.a. 12,

XXV.
That the tenders of the Gofpel to the converfion of

{(1 @lohg. 1,15 finners, * is abfolutcly frec,no way requiring,as abfolute-
L Emes . 1y neceflary, any qualifications, preparations, terrors of
I Loh. 7. 37. the Law, or preceding Miniftery of the Law, but oncly
d f{;gn:-;-lf- and alone the naked {oule, as a® {inner and ungodly to re-
&s.g.  cetve Chriftyas crucified, dead, and buried, and rifen a-
- Aot gaine, being made ©a Prince and 2 Saviour for fuch fin-
] 2, 36, E
1 Cor.t,2s, NCIS.
13’ 4. - X X V Io
. That the fame power that converts to faith in Chrift,
:'cof.t}x{. ;-_ the fame power carries on the = foule ftill through all du-

tics, temptations, confli&s, fufferings, and continually
b1 Corts.to what ever a Chriftian is, he is by *grace, and by a con-
;f,f‘f:’;";”s ftant renewed <operation from God, without which he
Gal.2.1p,50, Cannot performe any dutie to God, or undergoe any

temptations from Satan, the world, or men.
XXVII.

with

Sy

That Godthe Father, and Sonne, and Spirit ; is one.

The Confefsionof Faith.

" with »all beleevers, in their b fulneffe, in <relations, 4as a1 Thefr.1,

- . oh.14.10,20,
head and members, ¢as houfe and inhabitants , as€ huf- 5, %,

band and wite, onc with him, as ¢ light and love, and one &Col.2. 9,10,

. . . . s . . - —_— &t.19,
with him in his inheritance, and in all hishglory and Joh 1 .917-
that all belcevers by vertue of this union and onenefle ¢ joh.z0,17.

with God, arethe adopted fonnes of God, and heires Feb. 211 #

with Chrift, co-heiresand joynt heires with him of the Eph. 5. 30.

inheritance of all the promufes of this life,and that which iEP"- >
. or,3. 1
is to come. fEats 5 ?

XXVIIIL 2Cor. 11,3,

. o . Ny e . . gGal 3,16,

That thofe which have union with Chrift,arc juftified 3 jop, 7. 44,
from all their finaes, paft, a prefenc, and to come, by the atJob.1.7.

. 3 g 2 B . . Heb. 10. 14,
bloud of Chrift ; which juftification wee conceive to be &,‘; %

a gracious and free Pacquittance of a guiltic, finfull crea- 2 Cor. ¢, 19,
ture, from all finby God, through the fatisfaction that EX?}-S%;;’;-S’
Chrift hath made by his death 5 and this applyed in the

manifeftation of it through faith. gozm; 5 ;.f
XXIX.
That all beleevers are a holy and = fanétified people, a1 Cor 1.1,

. . . 7. I Pet, 2. 9.
and that {an&ification is a fpirituall grace of thebnew , E;{L L’;.

Covenant, and effect of the <love of God, manifefted ¢ joy 4.16.
to the foule, whereby the belcever isin¢ truth ~am:l rea- 9Eph.4. 24,
litie feparated,both in foule and body, from all finneand

dead workes, through the ¢bloud of the cverla[’cm% Co- Pl 3.5,
venant , whereby he alfo preffeth after a heavenly and
Evangelicallperfe@ion, in obedience to all the Com-

mands, f which Chrift as head and King in this new Co- fMar.28.20.
venant has prefcribed to him.

X X X.
a2Cor.g.15.

All beleevers through the knowledge of sthat Jufti- “Romy o ier
fication
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fication of life given by the Father, and brought forth
by thebloud of Chrift, have this as their great privi-

4. 54.10. Jedge of that new ® Covenant, peace with God, and re-
Scaéf2 conciliation, whereby they that werc afarre off, were
¢Eph.2.13,74 brought nigh by <that bloud,and have ( as the Scripture

Hehila,g. ] Feaks) peace ¢ pafling all underftanding, yea,joy in God,
th

¢+ Ronu§. to,

< rough our Lord Jefus Chrift, by cwhom wee have re-
LIS

ceived the Atonement.

XXXI.

That all beleevers in the time of this life, are in a con-

Eph.6.15,13, tinuall warfare, combate, and cppofition againft finne,
+'Car.yo.3. felfe;theworld, and the Devill and liable to all manner
Rev.s, 9,10 Of affli®ions, tribulations, and perfecutions, and fo
fhall continue untill Chrift comes in his Kingdome,

being predeftinated and appointed thereunto ; and what-

focver the Saints, any of them doe poflefle or enjoy of

God in this life, is onely by faith.
. | XXXII

jolu. 16. 33. That the onely ftrength by which the Saints are ina-
bled to incounter with all oppofition, and to overcome
allaffli&ions, temptations, perfecutions, and tryalls, is
Hebag, 1e. onely by Jefus Chrift,whois the Captain of their falva-
tion, being made perfe& through fufferings, who hath
ingaged his ftrength to affift them in all therr affliGtions,
and touphold them under all their temptations, and to

preferve them by his power to his everlafting Kingdome.
XXXIII

That Chrift hath here on earth afpirituall Kingdome,
: ' which

Jﬁhn 15, e
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which is the Church, which he hath purchafed and re- a1Cor.1.s.

*.deemed to himfelfe, as a prcaliar inheritance : which f"’h' gk

Church, asit is vifible to us, is a comgan‘g of vifible ARom' L

. . 36,18,
a Saints,bcalled & feparated from theworld;by the word ‘%::r. 1. :
and ¢ Spirit of God,to the vifible proféfion of the ‘faith %5 iy
of the Gofpel, being baptized into that faith, and joyned ¢ A&s3, 37,
to the Lord, and each other, by muiruall agreement , in "ib Al 1a

the pra&ical injoyment of the ¢ Grdindnces, commanded 4% om.10.:¢

by Chrift their head and King. .- A&.20.2p,
: ' Mar. 18, 19,
XXXIV. T R

g s e 1Pet, 2.5,
To this Church he hatha made his promifes, and gi- aMac. 28.18,
ven the fignes of his Covenant, prefence, love, blefling, 122

A . . .6, 18,
and protection : here are the fountains and fj rings of his ¢ E};’ 3 ,?;

heavenly grace continually flowing forth,bthither ought * Tim. 3.35.
all men'to come, of all eftates, that acknowledge him'to 5 % 5
be their Prophet,Pricft,and King, tobe inrolled among/t Ags s, ¢r.47.
" his houfhold fervants, tobe under his heavenly condu@ Seng *- 1>
and government, to lead their lives in his walled fheep- S;-,‘,;‘i;’,‘;',
fold, and watered garden-, to’havecommunion here with
the Saints,that th%my\bc madeto be partakers of their
inheritance inthe Kingdomeof God. =~ " =~

And all his fervants are called thither, t6 prefont theit « cony ¢
bodies and foulqs, and to bring their gifts god hath’ gﬁ x"- 18, o
ven them ; {o being come, they are here by himfelfe be- Romi4.5.,

fowed in their feverall order, peculiar place,due ufe, be. bre 1
ing ﬁtl¥ compa& and knit toéf}:)t(ltlc:,‘ acpl;,rdiz,)g,, no;h::-.ef- Gais.6, 19,
fecuall working of ¢very part, to e edification of it st

¢ . XXXVI,
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' XXXVL |

aAgs1. 3. Thatbeing thus joyned, every Church haspower gi-
e ss.ag VeD them from Chrift for their better well-being , to
Y Cor16 3. choofe to themfelves meet perfons into the office of
bRom 17,8 b Paftors, Teachers, Elders, Deacons, being qualified ac-
:‘C‘ & 1u 8 18 cording to the Word, as thofe which Chrift has appoin-
1Tim.g.chap. ted in his Teftament, for the feeding, governing, ferving,
Heb-13.7. and building up of his Church,and that none other have

PRSI oower to impofe them, either thefe or any other.

XXXVIL
i That the Minifters aforefaid, lawfully called by the
1Tim 4.14. Church, where they are to adminifter , ought to conti-
k’g fo-3 4 nue in their calling, according to Gods Ordinance, and
Rom12.7, 8 carcfully to feed tgc flock of Chrift committed to them,

Hed3.7.37, not {or filthy lucre,but of a ready minde.

XXXVIIL

sCorazzg.  That the due maintenance of the Officérs aforefaid,
Ga.6.6.  {hould be the free and voluntary communication of the
3 Thel. 5-13- Church, that according to Chrifts Ordinance, they that
1. preachthe Gofpel, fhould live on the Gofpel, and not by
Phil4.15,16. ionﬁraint to be compelled from the people by a forced
aw. L N - '
o - XXXIX.

Macatas, o 'Tbit ‘Bzgﬁ{me_igah 'C);diqanée ofthe hé\;v}Téﬁament,
Mack. 16, 36 given by Chrift;to be difpenfed onely upon perfons pro-

. feffing

-member or Officer, but the whole.

7Zer¢ﬁHmufFQME

fefling faith, or that are Difciples, or tat:,ght, who upon Aass.g,s.

¥ i | . i . &3’3" 7, ‘

a profeflion of faith, oughtto bebaptize | K836 ,;.
XL.

The word °

- The way and nvanner of the » difpenfing of this Ordi- Mpti{o,ﬁfi-'
nance, the Scripture holds out to be dipping or plung- fing o dip

i,
ing the whole body under water :it being 2 figne, muft an- yer  yerc,
fwer the thing fignified, which are thele : firit,the wath- convenienc

ing the whole foule in the bloud of Chrift : Secondly, 8irmentboth
(s . < . ipon the ad-
that intereft the Saints have in the < death, buriall, and re- miniracor
furrection ; thirdly,together witha dconfirmation of our “'i"f“b":&.
faith, that as certainly as the body is buried under water, de:n:l mo~
and rifeth againe, {o certainly thall the bodies of the «Mac.g. 16,

Saints be raifed by the power of Chriftin the day of the J#-3. 3. |
refurre&ion, to reignewith Chrift. ;‘gg,f-,f-;; ’
& L) . .
XLI wi:b :{:b:xo. )
¢ : 2.
‘Rom.6.3,4,¢

The perfons defigned by Chrift, to difpenfe this Or- ! Couts,
dinance, the* Scriptures hold forth tobe 2 preaching 54 s .
Difciple, it being no where tyed to aparticular Church, Macisasr
Officer, or perfon extraordinarily fent, the Commiffion ‘> .
.. ; gc ey . : . Johng. x, 8,
injoyning the adminiftration, being given to them under Aas zo, 5.
no other confideration, but as confidered Difciples. Mat. 36. 3¢,

XLII

Chrift has likewife given power to his whole Church agys. 4y,
to receive in and caft out, by way of Excommunication, Rom.16. 2,
any member ; and this power is given to every particular f%':;'_‘:' rg
Congregation, and not one particular pex?':m » either 2 Cor. 3,67,

Ca : And




W-—vﬁﬁﬁ”

C HES bl af Tt
. The Confefsionof Farth,
1 XLHL S

And cvery particular member of each Church, how
Ad i1 2.4, CXcellent, great, or learned {oever, ought to be fubje& to
1 Tim. 5. 19, this cenfure and judgement of Chrift 5 and the Church
30,01, pught with grear cate and tendérneffe; with dué advice

' O%r’ddcedagéin& her members. - - S
XLIV. o .
«Afsron,  Andas Chrift for the skeeping of this Churcl in hely
e and orderly Communinn, placeth fome fpeciall men

,13.17.24 . ; 2 . e

Mat.24. 25. over the Church, who by their office are to governe, o-
1 Thef.s.14. yerfee, vifit, watch; {o likewife for the better keeping

bm’;‘,‘,xg' thereof in all places, by thie membets,he hath given ¥au-

“3[. 18. [6,
17,18,

Gal.s.r.  thoritie, and laid dutie upon all, to wa¥ch ovet one atio-
1 Thef. .11, y
ther.
Judever.3.20 .
Heb.10.34,3§ XLV.
& 13,19, :
¥ Cor.techa.  Thatalfo fuch towhom God bath given gifts, being

AN i tryed id the Church, ay and ou Ht by the appointment
1 Con 12,7, of the Congregation, to prophefie,according to the pro-
1TheC 5,17, portion of faith, and fo to teach publickly the Word of
19, 'God, for the edification, exhortitior, and comfort of

" the Church. .

XLVL
Thus being rightly gathered,eftablithed,and gill pro-

Rev.s. &3, . . = . .
chapeers.”  ceeding in Chriftian communion, and obedience of the

| e Gofpel of Chrift, none oughtto feparate for faults and
e corruptions, which may, and as leng as the Church con-

. Hev.mo. 35 fifks of men fubje& to failings , will fall out and arife a-

Jude verf.xt. . . p .
Muthassy. mongft them, evenintrue conftituted Churches, untill

1Corses- they have in due order fought redreffe thereof.

4"3 And

clefiafticall Lawes,which might be conccived by them to
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L XLVIL
And although the pafticular Congregations be diftinc:
and feverall Bodies, every one as a compaé and knit Ci-
tiein it felfe ; yet are’they all to walk by one and the fame
Ruie, and by all meaneés convenient to have the counfell
and help one of another in all needfull affairesof the
Church, as members of .one body in the common faith
under Chritt their onely head.

XLVIII,

That a civill Magiftracie is an ordinance of Godfet u
by God for the punithment of evill doers, and for the
praife of them that doe well; and that inall lawfull things
commanded by them, fubjection ought to be given by us
inthe Lord : and that we are to make fupplication and
prayer for Kings, and all that are in authority, that under
them we may live a peaccable and quict lifz inallgodlines
and honefty.

XLIX.,

The fupreme Magiftracie of this Kingdome we beleeve
tobe the King arid Parliament freely chofen by the King-

1 Corq. 39,

& 14.33,36.

& 16, l:i
Matth.28.10.

1 Tim. 3. 15.
& 6. 13,14,
Revaa. iz, 1y.
Col.2.6, 39,
& 4.16.]

p Romuig.1,3;1,8,

1Persngag .,
1 Tim.2. 2.

dome,and that in all thofe civill Lawes which have been-

aéted by them , or for the prefent is or (hall be ordained,
we are bound to yeeld fubjeé&tion and obedience unto in
the Lord, as corcciving our felves bound to defend both

the perfons of thofe thus chofen, and all civill Lawes

made by thém,with our perfons,liberties,and eftates,wich
all that is called ours, although we fhould fuffer never {o
much from them in not a&tively fubmitting to fome Ec-

be
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betheir duties to eftablifh,which we for the prefentcould

not fee,nor our confciences could fubmir unto; yetare
we bound to yeeld our perfons to their pleafures.

L.

And if God thould provide fuch a mercie for us, as to

1 Tima22 - incline the Magiftrates hearts fo for to tender our con-
Assi fciences, as that we might bee proteéed by them from
wrong,iniury,oppre(ﬁou and moleftation, which longwe

formerly have groaned under by the tyranny and oppref-

fion of the Prelaticall Hicrarchy, which God through

mercy hath made this prefent King and Parliament won-

derfull honourable, as an inftrument in his hand,to throw

downe ;and we thereby have had fome breathing time,

we fhall,we hope, look at itas amercy beyond our expe-

&ation, and conceive our felves further engaged for ever

toblefle God for it.
L1.

But if God with-hold the Magiftrates allowance and
ahtegour, furtherance herein ; 2 yetwe mu notwithftanding pro-
apus- &30.35. ceed together inChriftian communton,not daring to give
Phsersing. place to fufpend our praéife,but towalk in obedience to
Dan3aé 17 & Chnft in the profeffionand holding forth this faith be-
b Mahatat, fore mentioned ,even in the midft of all erialls and aflii-
Yrime.13,14, @&ions, not accounting our goods, lands, wives, children,
Komans,s.  fathers,mothers, brethren, fifters, yea, and our own lives
1Cort43%- dear unto us, fo we may finith our courfe with joy: re-
Rews.so. . membring alwayes we ou ht to * obey God rather then

""" men,and grounding upon the commandement, commiffi-

onand promifc of our Lord and mafter Jefus Chrift,who

as
:H \,_A

The (onfefsionof Faith.
as he hath all power in heaven and earth,{o alfo hath pro-
mifed,if we keep his commandements which he hath gi-
ven us,to be with us to the end of the world :and whenwe
have finithed our courfe, and kept the faith, to give ys the
crowne of righteoufnefle , which is laid up for all that
love his appearing, and to whom we muft ﬁnve anaccount.

of all our a&tions, noman being able to
the fa.mCO :

LII.

ifcharge us of

And likewife untoall men is to be given whatfoever is
their due ; tributes, cuftomes, and all fuch lawfull duties,
ought willingly tobee by us paid and performed, our
lands, goods,and bodies, to fubmit to the Magiftrate in
the Lord, and the Magiﬁtate every way to bee acknow-
ledged, reverenced,and obeyed, accordipg to godlineffe ;

" notbecaufe of wrath onely, but for confcience fake. And

finally,all men f{oto be efteemed and regarded, as is due
and meet for their place, age,eftate and condition.

LIIL

And thus wee defire to give unto God that whichis

Rom.13.5,6,7,
Mmhja.sz,l?
Titus 3.
1Pet.2.13.
Bphef.5.2v,23,
& 6, 1,9

3 Pet. 5.5,

Matth, 32, 29,

Gods, and unto Cefar that which is Cefars, and unto all Ads 311415,
men that which belongeth unto them, endcvouring our tns.as. -

felvesto havealwayes a cleare confcience void of oftence
tovards God,and towards man. And ifany take this that *
we have faid, tobe herefie, then doe wee with the Apoftle
freely confefle, that after the way which they call herefie,
worfhip we the God of our Fathers, beleeving all things
which are written in the Law and inthe Prophets and A~
pottles, defiring from our foules to difclaimeall hc:reﬁc:t
and:

Cor. 4.17.
Tim.6, 3, 4,5,
Cora15.58, 554
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and opinions which are not after Chrift, and to be fled.
faft, unmovesble, alwayes aboundin

1 g in the worke of the
iorg, as knowing our labour fhall ot be in vaig in the
ord. :

———

1Cog. 1. 24. 1
Not that we bave dominion over Your

s faith, but ave helpers of
i . your joy: for by faith we fland.
|
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